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PROGRESS IN INDUSTRIAL* DESIGN 


NE of the outstanding events of 1956 was the opening by the Council of 
Industrial Design of the Design Centre for British industries in Hay- 
market, London. From the twelfth annual report of the Council* it is clear 
that the Centre has already proved a success. Here are a few facts: During 
the period April 1, 1956, to March 31, 1957, the attendance reached the remark- 
able total of 720,000, an average of more than 2,300 a day. The exhibition is 
constantly changing, approximately 3,500 exhibits having been shown in the 
year, representing some 700 manufacturers. In effect, the Centre is a prominent 
‘shop window’ for a wide range of durable consumer goods for furnishing the 
home, office or hotel, together with certain others such as cycles, motor-cycles, 
lamp-posts, hand and garden tools, cameras and field glasses. Nothing is sold 
there, but an information service is cffered to visitors about the makers, and 
often the retailers, of the exhibits. 

From the particulars given in the report of its numerous activities, it is clear 
that the Council is doing much to stimulate interest in good industrial 
design among manufacturers, distributors and, not leasi, among a large section 
of the general public. During the course of the year, for instance, the Centre 
dealt with 723 requests for the services of staff or consultant designers. There 
was, too, a marked increase in submissions to ‘Design Review,’ from which 
objects are selected by a special committee for exhibition. 

All this is very satisfactory, but the Council is clearly under no illusions 
about the formidable nature of the task that lies before it. It is pointed out 
in the introduction to this report that the Centre ‘has as yet been seen only 
by an infinitesimal proportion of the total population . . . tied as it is to one 
address it can never reach the masses; that, even with a turnover of some 3,500 
exhibits a year, the number of manufacturers included in the exhibition itself or 
in ‘ Design Review’ is but a fraction of the manufacturing potential of the 
industries concerned; and that the number of buyers, whether from home or 
overseas, visiting the Centre, is still far short of the possible total.’ 

These are sobering reflections which, supported by the shop-window evidence 
of the low standard of design and production that still generally prevails, 
suggest that little more than the fringe of the problem has so far been touched. 
Apart from the converted, there are roughly three sections of the community 
that have to be taken account of in this matter. These are (1) the manufacturers. 
many of whom are content to supply what they think the public wants; (2) the 
large part of that public which is unable to tell good design from bad and 
prefers the bad because it is familiar; and (3) a section not to be under-rated— 
those who, if they cannot have genuine antique furniture, will accept good 
period reproductions in preference to what they contemptuously describe as 
‘this modern stuff.’ 

Obviously much remains to be done to improve the design of a great mass of 
everyday things, which implies the need for a better appreciation of con- 
temporary design itself. Few manufacturers can be expected to provide heavily 
for a limited market when a large one for familiar products already exists. 
though some have done so and have succeeded in creating or increasing a 
demand greatly to their own ultimate advantage. A primary aim of any 
organisation such as the Design Centre must therefore be to improve popular 
taste, which can best be done by showing what is good and explaining why. 
There is an urgent need, in the words of the report, for the Council to * carry 
its message into the great provincial centres of industry and population.’ Is the 
answer to be found in the setting up of branch Design Centres throughout the 
country? 


* 28, Haymarket, London, SW1, price 1/6. 








988 

















THE NASH TERRACES, REGENTS PARK.—The Crown Estate Commissioners 

have announced plans for the preservation of some of these terraces, details of which 

are given on page 1011. Shown here is Cumberland Terrace, consisting of 33 houses, 

which is to be converted into flats at a cost of about £650,000. The architect for 
conversion is Mr. Louis de Soissons, RA, FRIBA 


Notes of the Week 
The Nash 


T was a relief to learn last week that, 

whatever the earlier intention may have 
been, the Crown Estate Commissioners 
had decided against any wholesale 
destruction of the Regent’s Park Terraces. 
Only two are to go (one a Victorian 
rebuilding), together with what is now 
known as Someries House. Some of the 
most important terraces are to be 
definitely preserved, while the fate of the 
remainder appears to depend, to some 
extent at least, on the outcome of 
negotiations with private developers for 
their conversion to contemporary forms 
of residential use. 

The decision of the Commissioners to 
convert Cumberland Terrace themselves 
(to the designs of Mr. Louis de Soissons, 
RA, at an estimated cost of about 
£650,000) is a gesture to be applauded, 
since ‘a normal commercial return is not 
expected.’ It is not likely that private 
developers would be willing to undertake 
such work on any but fully profitable 
terms. 


Terraces 


9 w Ww 

EVEN IF CONVERSION is_ successfully 
carried out commercially, as it may well 
be in view of what has been done with 
similar property elsewhere — Eaton- 
square, for example—it is by no means 
certain that some of the terraces are per- 
manently safe from destruction; in one 
instance there is a dubious reference to 
‘leases of 20 years, the estimated period 
of economic life of these houses.’ No one 
wan‘s the State to lose money, but the 
time may well come when questions of 
“commercial return’ and ‘ economic life’ 
will have to take a secondary place in 
the Commissioners’ deliberations. If 


these unique terraces constitute a national 
monument, and they are now so held to 
be by informed opinion, then they should 
be preserved without equivocation, _ if 
necessary at some cost to the State. There 
should, however, be no lack of potential 
tenants willing to pay an economic rent 
for the pleasure of living in so delect- 
able a setting. 


‘A Matter of Pride’ 


THE LUNCHEON traditionally given by 
Mrs. Montgomery, organiser of the 
Building Exhibition, to officers and coun- 
cil of the Architects’ Benevolent Society, 
was marked by an_ innovation—the 
speeches were given before lunch—and 
by the news of the impending retirement 
of Miss Solly from the post of Organising 
Secretary, which she has held for over 20 
years. 

Contrary to what might be supposed, 
Miss Solly leaves not because her heart 
has been broken by the seeming 
indifference of so many British architects 
to the welfare of their own charity, but 
because her health, following a recent 
serious illness, is no longer up to the 
demands made by the work of a benevo- 
lent society. During her period of office 
she has brought to that work a great heart 
and a wise understanding, and none will 
regret her departure next June more than 
those pensioners who have cause to be 
grateful for her tact and sympathy. Her 
place will be hard to fill. 


Kw 6U w 


Mr. Kenneth Cross, PRIBA, President 
of the ABS, gave some account of the 
progress of the Old People’s Homes at 
East Horsley, now well undes way, and 
asked for further support for the capital 
cost and maintenance funds. ‘I wonder if 
it is not rather shameful,’ said Mr. Cross, 
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‘that appeals to architects should 4 
couched in a rather apologetic, a begein 
vein, at all. After all there are ~ 
15,000 active members of the professic, 
in the country . . . Might we not try t) 
instill in the members of our profession 
the idea that it is a matter affecting Our 
self-respect to make an annual regular 
contribution of, say, one pound towaris 
the cost of lightening the burden of the 
small minority who need it? It should 
be a matter of pride for the profession ty 
maintain the old, the widows and thoy 
whose health has broken down at a decen; 
standard A far greater number oj 
small sums annually is required, 

‘A matter of pride.” Mr. Cross strikes 
the right note, indeed. The ABS addrec 
is 78, Wimpole-street, W1. 


Old Street Names 


THE FINDING OF NAMES for moder 
streets is one problem. The meaning of 
some names of old streets is another 
Work now being done in York in connec. 
tion with the redevelopment scheme of an 
area Calls attention to what must be one 
of the most extraordinary of all. [tj 
Whip-ma-whop-ma-gate, said to be the 
city’s shortest street with the longes 
name; and one side of which is being 
demolished. The street is at a junction 
of five roads and one theory of the strange 
name is that the North Country word 
‘ whatten, meaning ‘ what kind of,’ took 
various forms, two of which ‘ whitna’ and 
‘whatna’ were brought together to make 
‘ Whitna-whatna-gate,) meaning * What 
sort of a gate is this?’ or ‘ Do you call 
this a gate—or a street?’ 

Then some people suggest that because 
of floggings which used to be given to 
inmates in the House of Correction, now 
St. Anthony’s Hall, where the Borthwick 
Institute of Historical Research 1s, the 
association with whipping crept into the 
name and corrupted it to its present 
form. Others say that the gate was the 
end of the route for public whippings at 
the tail of a cart. 

The British Council 

THE ANNUAL REPORT of the British 
Council for 1956-57 provides a compre- 
hensive survey of the work of the year 
Specia! features are an article on 
‘Cultural Relations with Soviet Russia, 
by the chairman, Sir David Kelly, and 
another on ‘The Council and the 
Sciences.” Twenty-two appendices give 
detailed information about the various 
sections together with full lists of advisory 
committees and panels. There Is an Im 
pressive list of international prizes won 
by British artists since the war, nearly all 
awarded in recognition of works shown 
by the Council overseas. The report !s 
obtainable, price Is. net, from the Head 
Office, 65, Davies-street, London, WI. 


RIBA Lecture 

Sir HERBERT MANZONI, CBE, the Cil) 
Engineer and Surveyor of Birmingham, is 
giving, as one of the current series 0! 
RIBA Science lectures, a paper 4 
‘Public Parking Garages,’ on January 21, 
1958, at 66, Portland-place, WI. | : 

His talk springs from consideration 0! 
the acute problems of the large increase 
in the amount of traffic on the streels 
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SIR EDWARD MUIR, Permanent Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Works, photographed 
at the Building Exhibition. — Sir Edward 
responded for the Guests at the annual 
luncheon of the Federation of Associations 
of Specialists and Sub-Contractors, _ the 
speeches at which are reported on p. \O13 


today and the way in which these prob- 
lems will have to be tackled in the future 
by the provision of suitable facilities for 
parking. It is in particular American 
examples which provide much of the 
material that he is to present and discuss. 

Among aspects of the subject to be 
treated are underground and multi-storey 
garages, customer, atten dant and 
mechanical parking and the structure and 
siting of garages and car parks. 


CHESTER TERRACE, REGENTS PARK. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
RIBA Membership 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR, I was interested in your com- 
ments (The Builder, November 22) 
on the numbers in the various classes of 
membership, in particular your query 
why the Fellowship class should remain 
almost stationary. I suppose death is a 
major cause and I think you are right in 
suggesting that the heavier subscription 
has a bearing on it. But I feel that the 
chief reason is that Fellowship is not and 


never has been looked upon as an 
‘honourable estate’ by the average 
Associate. 


The Fellowship has to be applied for, 
and while it is true that certain qualifica- 
tions must be attained and, in fact, the 
standards are about to be raised, I feel 
that the initiative for the transfer is in 
the wrong place. I suggest that likely 
candidates in the Associate class should 
be invited by the Institute to join the 
Fellowship class. I must confess that | 
have not considered how this would best 
be done and one would, of course, need 
to retain the idea of proof of qualifica- 
tion, but I feel that the mere idea of 
being asked by one’s Fellows to join their 
ranks would immediately put that class 
of membership on a much higher plane 
than it is at present. 

GEOFFREY L. Price [ARIBA]. 

26, St. Mary’s-place, 

Newcastle upon Tyne 1. 
loB Examinations 
To the Editor of The Builder 
{IR,—I was interested to note that pro- 


posals are being made to allow entry 
as Licentiates to the Institute of Builders 


i 





This is one of the Nash 


Terraces for which no specific preservation scheme has been put forward 
by the Crown Estate Commissioners in their report, but which it is hoped 
may be converted by developers on a commercial basis 
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for suitably qualified HNC students and 
that ‘ there appears to have been no loss 
.-. professionally ’ to an Institute working 
on a similar basis. 

It is remarkable that the stringent con- 
ditions of entrance, both educational and 
technical, to the Institute of Builders can 
be by-passed in this way, but, provided 
that the educational requirements are ful- 
filled, this should be most beneficial. 

However, this reciprocal action between 
two examining bodies is not seen in other 
professional bodies. To quote The Builder 
again, ‘there is no point in having to 
repeat a very similar examination in order 
to gain a qualification. I have found 
from experience that other bodies (par- 
ticularly on the quantity surveying side) 
do _—inot 


acknowledge the premier 
diplomas in building management — 
namely the Institute of Builders’ 
diplomas. 


At the risk of the cry of * sour grapes,” 
I feel that certain subjects, both in IoB 
exams and City and Guilds, which have 
now reached a permanent position in the 
building industry, should allow exemption 
in other professional exams, particularly 
as the Institute of Builders is, I believe, 
the oldest of all the building institutes. 

Finally, | have been appalled at the lack 
of prestige which the loB exams appear 
to have in districts outside the Home 
Counties; in fact the governmental 
—" do not even recognise them 
at all. 


DereEK R. CartLipGe [LIOB, MRSH}]. 


120, Russell-drive, Wollaton, Notts. 
Certificated Houses 

To the Editor of The Builder 
SIR, -I read with interest the review 

by Mr. A. J. M. Tolhurst, ARIBA, 
in your issue of November 22, on the 
General Specification of Constructional 
Standards for Houses and Flats, recently 
issued by the National House-Builders 
Registration Council, and congratulate 
Mr. Tolhurst on his most able review and 
criticism. 

As Mr. Tolhurst pointed out, construc- 
tional and sanitation matters are already 
fully covered by the building by-laws 
and any weakness in the administration 
of these by-laws is a matter for the re- 
sponsible local authorities. 

Many matters outside the control of 
building by-laws, such as wall finishes 
and painting, are certainly worthy of im- 
proved standards and the Council might 
well have concentrated on these aspects 
of house construction. 

It would be interesting to learn whether 
the local authority building surveyors or 
inspectors were properly represented on 
the drafting committees, for these are the 
officers responsible for issuing certificates 
of habitation or completion when houses 
are completed, and it must be remem- 
bered it is upon such a certificate that 


the building societies and purchasers 
place their reliance. 
Mr. Tolhurst’s call for a National 


Standard is worthy of consideration by 
all organisations concerned with house 
building, and the combined knowledge 
and experience of the British Standards 
Institution, the Building Research Station, 
architects, builders and the building in- 
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AcanfHeS — 


‘Til sing the Prize Song 

from the M>istersingers if I 

win the Sydney Opera House 
Lottery !° 


spectorate of the country should be 
brought to bear on this problem as soon 
as possible. 

This surely is a matter for the sponsor- 
ship of the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. who could also con- 
sider the desirability of such a code being 
included within the scope of the building 
by-laws. 

The time appzars ripe for someone to 
take a lead in this matter. 


F. D. Entwis.e [ARICS, ATAS]. 


Worrall, nr. Sheffield. 
Winders in Stairs 
To the Editor of The Builder 
.IR, — In his article on ‘ Certificated 
Houses, on November 22, Mr. 
A. J. M. Tolhurst quoted from Clause 87 
of the NHBRC’s New General Specifi- 
cation as follows: ‘Winders are to be 
avoided where possible and must now in 
any case extend beyond 90 degrees.’ It 
is difficult to see what is meant by this 
unless ‘now’ is a misprint for ‘not.’ 
[This is so.—Ep.]. 

I have not seen a copy of the new 
specification so do not know whether 
anything further is said about winders. 
Where they are used, of course, the 
important thing is that the stairs should 
be of the open-newel type, so as to allow 
for a reasonable width of tread at the 
inner end. With the close-newel type, the 
tread tapers off to nothing and is a prime 
cause of accidents. It should never be 
used. 

READER. 


Suppliers’ Sellers’ Market 

To the Editor of The Builder 
QIR, —May I be permitted to comment 
“on the letter you published in your 
November 29 issue from Mr. Colin A. 
Samuels? I can certainly say that one 
firm of sanitary fireclay potters was not 


approached by Mr. Samuels’ suppliers for 
his special first-aid room footbath or he 
might not have had occasion to write his 
letier. 

A casual inquiry (probably a_carbon- 
copy) for some odd item might well receive 
a negative reply because, generally speaking, 
one or other manufacturer to whom it is 
sent will offer a feasible alternative which 
is usually acceptable. A request to be 
informed whether the manufacture of a par- 
ticular article can be undertaken is quite a 
different matter. The question is then a 
practical one, and if the article can be pro- 
duced an offer to make it would normally 
be forthcoming in the case of my own com- 
pany. In fact, we are constantly producing 
variations from standard and special articles 
for many purposes, as indeed are other 
manufacturers to my certain knowledge. 

I am prompted to write because your 
correspondent’s sweeping condemnation 
reads rather oddly at a time when the 
ceramic industry in all its departments, so 
far from being apathetic, is exhibiting a 
forthright approach to modern problems of 
users’ needs, when moreover, since the war, 
the industry has made tremendous techni- 
cal progress, largely as the result of its own 
researches, in both process and product. 

H. BRANSON KNIGHT 


[BScTech, MRSH] 
Director, Shaw, Knight and Co., Ltd. 


Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham. 


‘ Spiking the Muzzle-loader* 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SI R.—Surely Mr. Trench in his letter 

to you last week read into your words 
a meaning they do not contain? As I 
read your note there was no suggestion 
that the building industry should not 
defend itself when attacked, but simply 
that the corresponderce in The Financial 
Times had gone on too long and was well 
brought to an end—with Mr. Trench in 
possession of the field. 

As for Mr. Trench’s suggestion that the 
attack on the building industry came from 
an MP who was ‘coincidentally ’ an archi- 
tect, most of those who followed the cor- 
respondence in your contemporary would 
say that it came from an architect who was 
‘coincidentally an MP, and that Mr. 
Trench in his reply was speaking as a build- 
ing contractor. 

But that apart, most builders must have 
welcomed your endorsement of the case they 
so frequently have to make against the 
architects. Let me quote the relevant sen- 
tences, italicising one clause— If architects 
could really persuade their clients, for it 
rests primarily with them, to make up their 
minds once and for all on what sort of 
building they want—and then not change 
them—and if they, in turn, would give the 
prospective builder all the plans, specifica- 
tions, and all the rest of it before they even 
see the site, all would be well.’ 

I should like to see that paragraph re- 
printed in big type and sent to every archi- 
tect in the country—with an additional 
supply available which they could pass on 
to their prospective clients, Then indeed 
all would be well—and we should get faster 
building. 

Davip GRAHAM. 

Finchley-road, NW3. 
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An Ingenious Inventoy 
To the Editor of The Builder 


S[R,—We Were most interested to reaq 
: in your November 15 issue an extrac} 
from The Builder of one hundreg Years 
ago. : 

The waterproofing compound men- 
tioned is one of the original formulae of 
Col. N. C. Szerelmey, who was the 
founder of our firm. 

We believe that it was a very similg 
composition which was selected for Use 
on the Houses of Parliament by a special 
committee in 1861, which was set Up to 
investigate the cause of the decay in the 
stonework, which appeared so soon after 
erection. This composition was recom. 
mended by such eminent people as Pro. 
fessor Michael Faraday and Sir Charles 
Barry. 

A number of Col. Szerelmey’s inven. 
tions and ideas had this same air of 
wizardry, another of his inventions being 
for a kind of hardboard made from paper 
from which he proposed to make such 
things as battleships, gun barrels, water 
pipes that would not freeze up and worm. 
proof coffins. 

Your readers may have come across 
other references to Col. Szerelmey, and if 
so we would be very grateful if they 
would let us hear them. 

W. R. Crayton, Director, 
Szerelmey Limited. 
273-277, Rotherhithe New-road, 
London, SE16. 


OBITUARY 
N. F. Woodroffe, OBE, FRIBA 


ME: Norman Frederic Woodroffe, OBE, 
a TD, FRIBA, FRICS, whose death, 
on November 22, aged 66 years, was 
briefly reported in our last issue, was edu- 
cated at Malvern. He was at the Archi- 
tectural Association School from 1909 
to 1911, at that time a two-years’ course. 
Following the AA he studied at the Beaux 
Arts, Paris, from 1913 to 1914. He joined 
his father’s firm, W. H. Woodroffe and Son, 
in Bedford Row, WC], in 1919 and qualified 
as an Associate RICS in the same year. 
During the first war he served in the 
Queen Victoria’s Rifles. He was wounded 


in the battle of Hill 60 ia 1916. After a 
Staff College course he saw service In 


Falestine and Egypt and was awarded the 
OBE. In 1940 he again served in France 
as a Major in QMG Branch. 

He resumed practice after the war in 
Bedford Row aad merged his practice with 
Mr. J. W. Buchanan, FRIBA, AMTPI, and 
H. G. Coulter, MBE, FRIBA, in 1946. 

Mr. Woodroffe was appointed Surveyo 
to the London Diocese in 1946 and Surveyor 
to Haileybury and Imperial Service College 
in 1948. Among his pre-war works was 
Hamilton House, The National Union 0 
Teachers’ Headquarters in Mabledon-place. 
Euston-road; and John Groom’s Crippleagé 
at Hendon. His post-war works included 
Spurgeon’s Homes at Birchington. He als0 
did a number of new vicarages and other 
domestic and some industrial work. He wa 
a keen Freemason, being a_ past Grand 
Steward of the Order. A memorial service 
was held at St. Michael’s, Chester-square. 

His practice is being continued by his 
partners at 5, Bedford-row, WC. 
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William Richard Lethaby, 
Centenary Tributes at LCC School of Arts and Crafts 


T° commemorate the centenary of the 
birth of William Richard Lethaby, 
first Principal (1896-1911) of the LCC 
Central School of Arts and Crafts, 
Southampton-row, WCI, the London 
County Council have placed one of their 
standard faience plaques bearing his 
name and dates on the granite walls of 
the school, facing Southampton-row. 

Unveiling the plaque on November 27, 
the Right Hon. the Chairman of the 
London County Council, Mr. R. McKIN- 
yon Woop, said that they were met to 
pay tribute to the memory of a great man. 
Lethaby was for 20 years a resident of 
the Borough of Holborn; but the house 
where he had lived in Calthorpe-street no 
longer remained, and it was fitting that 
his name should be honoured instead on 
the walls of the school which in a very 
short space of time he had raised to a 
position of great eminence in the eyes of 
the world. He was a man of wide 
interests and many activities. 

Mr. McKinnon Wood referred to the 
part which Lethaby played in the founda- 
tion of the St. George’s Art Society, and 
later of the Art Workers Guild and the 
Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society. He 
felt that Lethaby with his visions of town 
planning would have looked’ with 
sympathy on the Council’s present plan- 
ning activities, which would shortly bear 
fruit in a greatly enlarged Central School. 

Afterwards a small memorial exhibi- 
tion of Lethaby’s work, arranged in the 
School’s Exhibition Hall, was opened by 
the President of the Royal Academy, Mr. 
Charles Wheeler, CBE. Introducing Mr. 
Wheeler, the Principal of the Central 
School, MR. WILLIAM JOHNSTONE, OBE, 
said that we owed a great debt to 
Lethaby’s vision and ideals. He was, 
above all, a great teacher: and among his 
pupils was Mr. Wheeler. 

Mr. WHEELER said that though 
Lethaby had been dead for more than 25 
years, we were turning increasingly to his 
views for guidance. Lethaby was a rock 
of sanity and good sense in a sea of 
bewildering ideas. He himself remem- 
bered his short, quick step as he paced the 
corridors of the Royal College of Art, a 
man of middle height, very gentle, with 
a curious globular protuberance of the 
forehead with dark hollows beneath, 
which made him appear to be perpetually 
concentrating. A disciple of Ruskin 
and a friend of Morris and Webb, 
he was for 15 years Principal of the Cen- 
tral School and for 18 years—for much 
of the time concurrently—Professor of 
Design at the Royal College of Art. 
Meanwhile, he was also Surveyor to 
Rochester Cathedral, and for 21 years 
Surveyor to Westminster Abbey. 

Creative Work 
_ According to Raphael, ‘ appreciation 
'8 creation, Mr. Wheeler continued. 
The Exhibition could not show all 
Lethaby’s creative work. The apprecia- 
tion of things beautiful which he aroused 
in his students was not less real because 


it was unseen. His teaching was always 
wise and sound. He was anxious that 
people should open their eyes and see for 
themselves, instead of relying on the 
critics (* the blind leading the one-eyed ’). 
He hated litter, untidiness and slovenli- 
ness of all kinds, and urged his students 
to see our streets and cities as they really 
were. He would have been horrified by 
the endless strings of motor-cars—some 
of them even rusting—which today lined 
the streets of London. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman of 
the Council and Mr. Wheeler was moved 
by Mr. A. B. READ, RDI, ARCA, FSIA, 
Vice-Chairman of the Governors, who 
said that Lethaby, a modest and 
unassuming man, had during his life-time 
refused all honours, but would have been 
content to have been so remembered by 
the Central School that day. 


The Exhibition 
Reviewed by ARTHUR 
LLEWELLYN SMITH, MBE, FRIBA 


J} VERYONE with half-an-hour to 

spare should make a point of visiting 
this little exhibition (open daily between 
10 a.m. and 8 p.m., Saturdays and 
Sundays excepted, until December 13). 
The exhibits, though few in number, are 
admirably chosen and displayed to show 
various aspects of the work of this great 
artist and very lovable man. 

The portrait-head in bronze by the late 
Gilbert Bayes—normally placed well 
above eye-level in the hall of the Art 
Workers’ Guild—is revealed as an excel- 
lent likeness, confirming the PRA’s des- 
cription of Lethaby in his opening speech. 
Students of architecture will doubtless be 
drawn to the architectural drawings. 
They would do well to look first at the 
remarkable series of drawings submitted 
by Lethaby as a young man for the 
Building News sketch-club competitions 
under the motto * Début, and ask them- 
selves whether, at the age of 20 or so, they 
themselves could have produced anything 
to equal them for beauty of composition, 
handling of detail or—allowing for the 
methods of a different age—sureness of 
draughtsmanship. 

It was these sketch-subjects by “‘Début’ 
—shown here mostly in reproduction, 
though the originals in many cases exist 

-which first brought Lethaby to the 
notice of Norman Shaw and so deter- 
mined the pattern of his architectural 
career. Throughout his life, Lethaby was 
a frequent contributor to the architec- 
tural papers. His influential book ‘Archi- 
tecture, Nature and Magic "—a revision 
of an earlier work—was written as a 
series of articles for The Builder in 1928, 
as was his study of Philip Webb; and one 
recalls also three articles for The Builder 
on the ‘Art of Cast Iron.’ There were 
doubtless many other instances. 

Amongst other architectural works in 
the Exhibition are examples of his 
student work at the Royal Academy 
Schools; a few working drawings for his 
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Birmingham office building and for Avon 
Tyrrell (including a wonderfully expres- 
sive detail of the front door); and three 
immensely enlarged photographs showing 
the plan and perspective sketches of a 
competition scheme for Liverpool 
Cathedral. This scheme (though the fact 
is not stated) was a joint venture with 
Henry Wilson, Stirling Lee, R. W. Schultz 
Weir, F. W. Troup and others: and 
though the plan is undoubtedly a very 
fine one, the external composition and 
particularly the skyline cannot, as they 
stand, command unreserved praise. Of 
particular interest is Lethaby’s bold 
sketch, made before the Kingsway 
improvements, for a majestic thorough- 
fare leading from Waterloo Bridge to the 
British Museum. Brockhampton Church 
and Melsetter House (one of his best 
works) are not shown. 

Actual examples of Lethaby’s furniture 
are limited to the oak dining table from 
Melsetter, very simple but with an inter- 
esting and characteristic treatment of the 
octagonal legs; the Master’s chair from 
the Art Workers’ Guild; and chairs still 
in use at the Central School. 

Showcases in the centre of the room 
contain copies of Lethaby’s published 
works and a collection of notebooks from 
all periods of his life, the sketches drawn 
with an amazing sureness and economy 
of line. Do students, indeed, do archi- 
tects, sketch like this nowadays? The 
water-colours hung on the walls are not 
only first-rate in technique; they show a 
deep and loving understanding of the 
structure and very essence of the subject, 
whether it be a building or just a country 
view with trees. Here, it seems, one 
comes close to the inner heart of the 
man. Many of the drawings are from 
the collection of his friend the late R. W. 
Schultz Weir, and are now in the posses- 
sion of Mr. A. B. Waters, FRIBA. The 
Melsetter table was lent by Mr. J. 
Brandon Jones, ARIBA. The water- 
colours belong to the Central School. 

An Eye for Epigrams 

Finally, as if to remind us of Charles 
Wheeler's warning, there are two sheets 
on which are reproduced some of 
Lethaby’s dicta, for Lethaby had the gift, 
invaluable in a teacher, of the pregnant 
saying. His wisdom was expressed not 
in fully argued treatises but in swift and 
illuminating aphorisms. He had a poet's 
eye for an epigram, and his epigrams 
stayed in the memory. We may hence 
wonder sometimes where precisely he 
stood in the development of artistic 
thought. He has been claimed as one of 
the pioneers of the modern movement: 
and indeed he wrote: 

‘ At the inner heart of an ancient build- 
ing were wonder, worship, magic and 
symbolism; the motive of ours must be 
human service, intelligible structure and 
verifiable science.” 

and yet, a few lines later: 

‘In saying that the old ways are closed 
to us, please do not think I would have it 
so if it might be otherwise; my own mind 
rests with the poetries of ancient art.’ 

The heart it seems was warring against 
the head. The man was greater than any 
theory. 
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KEY TO PLAN:— 


1. High Altar and Presbytery: 
Chapel of All Saints under. 
- Quire. 


. Organ over: 
under. 15. Clergy. 22. Cloaks. 
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wooo ~ 


. Ambulatory. ; 16 
. Chapel of the Holy Spirit. 17 
. Parker Transept: Baptistry. 


. Provost. 23. 
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date, are to be retained. Much work has already been done to 
' Katharine’s Chapel and the Shrewsbury 
fit them for their place in the completed cathedral. 
ll be seen that part of the liturgical south quire aisle, 
cent main arcade and the three great arches between the 
d the Chapel of the Holy Spirit have been built. 
half the foundation work of the nave has also been done. All 
finished portions of the Nicholson design are incor- 
The nave and aisles of the present 
Parish Church will be domolished, but not all vestige will dis- 
appear since much of the window tracery, the nave roof timbers 
and the glass will be embodied in the enlargement. 
The new nave will have permanent seating for 800, and there 
is space within the nave for 200-300 more chairs. It should be 
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‘Architectural Aspirations’ 


Mr. Pattrick’s Address at the Architectural Association 


‘TONIGHT I suggest we lay off the 

professional problems. Let's shut 
out the outside world, forget the RIBA 
and even the other Schools, and spend 
our time having a quick glance back at 
the AA over the last 30 years.’ These 
words of Mr. MICHAEL  PATTRICK, 
FRIBA, AADipl., Principal of the AA 
school of Architecture, set the theme for 
his address on ‘Architectural Aspirations, 
which he gave at a meeting of the Archi- 
tectural Association, held at 34-36, 
Bedford-square, WCI, on November 27, 
from which we take the following 
extracts. Mr. Patirick said: 

If you ask, Why School work and not 
real buildings, my answer is that by look- 
ing at school design, you can sometimes 
see a sort of totality of architecture— 
architecture magnified not only in form, 
but in time. First, because the student’s 
project, freed from the restrictions of 
practice, shows the design intent in its 
fullest relief, and secondly, in a school 
the whole time process is speeded up, so 
that a complete philosophy, trend, style, 
call it what you will, can pass through all 
its phases in about a third of the time that 
in real life it takes daring novelty to turn 
perhaps into boring cliché. 


‘Interesting Exceptions’ 

I should like to make it clear that 
although I am convinced of this link 
between School thought and later work, 
| don’t mean that everyone just goes on 
designing in the manner which was 
popular in their fourth and fifth years, 
although once the Modern Movement 
had become established, this is roughly 
rue of a fair majority. 

The interesting exceptions are among 
those who seem to have developed early 
on a fairly clear-cut insight into what 
architecture is about, and I think it is the 
extent of their understanding rather than 
any wavering convictions, which has 
enabled them to do work of equal quality 
in totally different styles. Incidentally, 
these exceptions include many names 
which have been conspicuous in architec- 
lure over the last 20 years. 

I think their ability is a further proof 
of the fact that one style or trend.is not 
necessarily an improvement on the one 
which preceded it. In any case, fair com- 
parisons should only be made within the 
‘ompass of an epoch. The tenets of one 


generation are neither better nor worse 
than those of another. They are just 
different. 

I imagine that everyone who has 
thought about architecture has tried to 
decide for himself whether there really 
are any canons of criticism which can be 
applied to all building, and at any period 
in history. Most people are not satisfied 
for long with the ‘commodity, firmness, 
and delight’ school of thought. In this 
definition the first two conditions are so 
obvious that they ought to be taken for 
granted. The third is obscure, but it 
contains every facet of the main problem. 

So if we accept amenity and stability of 
structure, then our discussion really 
refers to questions of appearance. It 
seems to me that delight can be obtained 
in a variety of different ways, but they 
all involve the conscious manipulation 
of the substance of building within cer- 
tain strict disciplines. 

There is an obvious delight in the 
simplification of form into clearly defined 
geometric shape. There is the delight 
which comes from the use of natural 
materials and the complete harmony of 
the building with the landscape. There 
is a delight which springs from the 
expression of theoretical statics in practi- 
cal constructional use. 

These disciplines 
with the years, but somehow fashion 
dictates a continual change in_ their 
emphasis. Provided you recognise that 
the disciplines exist, it seems to me to be 
less important to decide whether one is 
better than another. 

Apologists of the Modern Movement 
have suggested too frequently that it 
relied on one discipline and one only, and 
that all the others counted for nothing, 
and I think I ought to tell you that I have 
a distrust of the idea that the Modern 
Movement grew out of the natural 
development and scientific use of new 
materials. I don’t think it did. At best 
this idea of new materials, like so much 
current dogma, is a half truth. New 
materials certainly had a bearing upon 
development, but I believe that the essen- 
tial force of modern architecture lies 
chiefly in a desire to exploit new forms of 
aesthetic expression. 

So to me the only enduring canon of 
criticism is the ability to achieve a unity 
of purpose in the design. 


have not changed 
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possible to seat a further 1,000 people in other parts of the 
building when occasion requires. 
two parts, one on each side of the quire, with the console in a 
raised gallery near the Parker transept. 
at normal times is through two porches. 
(actually south) is provided for ceremonial occasions. 

As natural light for the interior of the nave and quire has to 
come mostly from the liturgical north side, this wall has been 
designed as a continuous window. 
pattern and structure the architect has drawn freely on Yorkshire 
regional motifs of medieval and later date. 

Donations may be sent to the Director of the Appeal, The 
Cathedral, Sheffield, 1, 
National Provincial Bank, George-street, Sheffield, 1. 


The organ is divided into 


Entrance to the nave 
A great ‘west’ door 


In evolving the window 


or to Mr. G. R. Burrans, Treasurer, 





It appears to me that when making a 
survey over the last 30 years of School 
design, that there are six periods which 
could claim to have discernible charac- 
teristics. I have tried to put dates to 
them, but, of course, they all overlap and 
each one intermingles with the next. 


Six Ages of Manners 


Listed and placed roughly in the order 
that they appeared in the AA, the 
different periods are as follows, and the 
dates I have given are the times when I 
think they had a real hold on the School 
and not the time when they first arrived: 

First: Exploratory, about 1929. 

Second: Horizontal, 1933. 

Third: Sociological-Mechanistic, 1938. 

Fourth: Swedish-Humanistic, 1945. 

Fifth: Curtain Wall, 1953. 

Sixth: Brutalist, 1957. 


Broadly speaking, after the first world 
war the AA was primarily concerned with 
designs which relied heavily upon clas- 
sical inspiration. Most design subjects 
were either full-blooded classical, or clas- 
sical with an attenuated Swedish flavour. 

After studying a large number of slides 
of students’ work Mr. Pattrick continued: 
If there is evidence to prove that the 
architect in practice is a reflection of the 
student in training, and that his physical 
creations are in a sense a flash-back to 
the fiction of the studios, then the future 
appearance of our towns is likely to reach 
a degree of aesthetic chaos far surpassing 
anything achieved in the 19th century. 

The Victorian fight of Classicism 
against Romanticism may be a small 
squabble when compared with the coming 
scrap between planned geometric clarity 
and organic intuition. Not everyone is 
aware that a conflict exists and I believe 
there are quite a number of people who 
think that modern architecture has been, 
and is likely to continue to be, a gradual 
development from the cumbersome and 
lumpy buildings of the "30s towards the 
clear cut glass and steel solutions of 
curtain walling, and that throughout this 
time all architects and students have been 
striving to achieve results within the same 
set of rules. 

I believe there is only one thing of 
which we are all certain, and that is the 
inescapable and perhaps rather obvious 
rule that unless the designer himself has 
a form of approach, or can achieve a 
definite attitude towards his work, his 
designs will always lack unity and there- 
fore can have nothing to do with 
architecture. 
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AMBULANCE STATION & HEADQUARTERS 


Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 





General view from north-west 


BLOCK PLAN 


Architects : 
F. B. POOLEY, FRIBA, FRICS, AMTPI, County Architect pony 
A. R. WALKER, ARIBA, Assistant County Architect Pd 


Genera: contractors : FRANK J. MITCHELL, Ltd. 
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the central control for the whole 
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HQ building. 
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or thermoplastic tiles; Garages: 
steel framed with patent mono-pitch 
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heating and sliding doors. 
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SECTION A-A 


Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 


Roof decking, D. Anderson & Son, Ltd.: 
cork flooring, Rowan & Boden, Ltd.; 
structural steelwork, T. Partridge & Co., 
Ltd.: thermoplastic flooring, Marley Tile 
Co., Ltd.: sliding door gear, Geo. W. King, 
Ltd.; metal windows, Ideal Casements 
(Reading), Ltd.; heating installation, Edwd. 
Deane & Beal, Ltd.: supplying petrol 
storage tank, Shell-Mex & B.P. Ltd.: 
pitched roof, Howard & Mason, Ltd.; 
electrical installation, W. Newton (Engin- 
eers), Ltd.: electricity supply, Eastern 
Flectricity Board; roller shutter, G. Brady 
& Co., Ltd.: gas installation, Southern Gas 
Board, Aylesbury: internal telephone 
system, General Telephone Systems; 
additional joinery - fittings, Morgan & 
Partners: venetian blinds, Northampton 
Sun Blind Co. 
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PROSECT : 


Infants’ School, Eyres Monsell, 
for the Leicester CC 


G. L. THOMPSON, FRIBA, 


Architect, in association with 


T. A. COLLINS, FRIBA, 


County Architect 
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Interior of central hall 


HIS three-form entry school on the Eyres 
Monsell estate, Glen Parva, Leicester, 
has been approved by the Ministry of Edu- 
cation for inclusion in the 1957-8 building 
programme and a start will be made later 
this year. The site is of about 1.8 acres and 
is adjacent to a junior school to the west. 
A hall forms the hub of the plan; around it 
are grouped three sets of three classrooms, 
kitchen, administration rooms and a foyer. 
A special requirement was to provide semi- 
enclosed courts accessible from all class- 
rooms. 

Construction will be in traditional brick 
and timber with a small amount of natural 
stone and concrete (for the ground beams 
and sub floors). The roof of the central hall 
will be supported on laminated timber portal 
frames. A thermostatically controlled warm 
air heating system will be used. Linoleum 
is planned for the classroom floors, hardwood 
in the hall with cork lino tiles as a surround 
and in the circulation spaces, etc. The 
gross cost has been approved at £60,984. 


Three perspective sketches of 
exterior and interior views 
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Additions to i 5 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH Py iss } 
Goldington, | 3 
Bedford 


JE Goldington Ha 
y, 


SITE PLAN [ 





Architect : FELIX J. LANDER, FRIBA 


J. C. STEVENS, ARIBA, Architect in charge 


Quantity surveyor : S. G. ROSE, ARICS 
General contractors : SAMUEL FOSTER, Ltd. 
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CROSS SECTION 


HE old Parish Church is situated in 
the middle of a new housing estate at 
Bedford, and rather than build a new 
church it was decided to enlarge the 
existing medieval building. 

The north aisle had been added to the 
church in the nineteenth century and it 
was decided to demolish this and build 
a new nave in its place on the north side, 
placing the high Altar in this and using the 
old chancel-as a Lady chapel. 

The two main problems involved were 
to make the addition as far as possible 
part of the existing church so that those 
sitting in the existing nave should not feel 
cut off from the new extension and to 
design the extension in such a manner that 
it would not violently clash with the old 
building. 

The choir and organ were removed from 
the existing chancel and placed in a gallery 
at the west end of the extension. This has 
proved to be a great improvement from a 
musical point of view. 


The new pulpit 
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St. Mary’s Church, 


Goldington ” 


The new extension is constructed of brickwork externally faced with 
local stone rubble, the windows and quoins being of Weldon stone. The 
existing windows from the north aisle were re-used in the lower storey of the 
new extension and an arcade was built in the north wall so that it would 
be a comparatively easy matter to add a future north aisle if it was 
required. 

The roof is supported on reinforced concrete beams which were cast 
on the ground and hoisted into position and the roof itself is of precast 
concrete beams covered with threeply bituminous felt. The eaves gutters = 
are formed in the roof and run along the top of the walls, the rainwater 
pipes being 4-in. stoneware pipes built in the thickness of the wall. On 
the north side these discharge into ordinary cast-iron rainwater pipes just 
above the level of the future north aisle. 

The heating is by low-pressure hot-water system with oil-fired boiler, 

The final accounts are not yet completed but it is anticipated that the 
cost will be approximately £16,099. 


The new nave viewed 
from the gallery 














A 
Subcontractors & 
Suppliers :— 

Reinforced concrete, The Trussed Con- ea 
crete Steel Co., Ltd.; asphalt, Field & 4 
Palmer, Ltd.: heating engineers, Frank s 
Moody & Co.; masonry, Low Giddings, 
Ltd.; windows, W. James & Co., Ltd.; 5 

af 


electricians, Eastern Electricity Board: 
specialist joinery, A. Robinson: other 
joinery, Samuel Foster, Ltd.;  thermo- 
plastic flooring, Semtex, Ltd.; chairs, 
Harry Anderson, Ltd.; ceiling board, 
Celotex, Ltd. 
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THE ANNACIS 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
British Factories in Canadian Project 
NNACIS Industrial Estate, British Columbia, 
was Officially opened on 22 July, 1955, and 
ed with in November of that year the first factories were 
ne. The ready. The project is being developed by 
ey of the Grosvenor-Laing (B.C.), Ltd.. the Canadian 
it would subsidiary of the parent company in Britain, 
r it wes Grosvenor-Laing (Holdings), Ltd. 

To-day more than 30 companies are settled 
ere cast on Annacis with promise of important new 
* precast industries to come within the next year. A new 
S gutters operation has been launched on Annacis by 
1inwater Vickers-Armstrong (Tractors), Ltd., who have 
vall. On established a depot there. 
ipes just The story of this development began when 

John Laing and Son, Ltd., were called in by the 

1 boiler, representatives of the late Duke of Westminster 
that the in 1953 to prepare a master plan for the project. 
The idea had been conceived by the Duke several 

The Administration Building on Annacis years before, and after his death in 1953 his 

executors decided to proceed with plans for the 

industrial development of Annacis, and in March, 

1955, agreement between the executors and the 

Laing Group of companies to associate in the 

development of land and property was announced. 

The first areas of development were carefully 

_ laid out to provide for buildings requiring com- 
paratively small amounts of land and yet enab- 
ling the provision of all services. Requests for 
larger site areas have hastened plans for pro- 
ceeding with the second development area. 

It has recently been announced that a new 
8,500,000 dollar copper mill for Western Copper 
Mills, Ltd., is to be built on Annacis. 

With its leasehold system guaranteeing con- 
tinuous planning and requiring no capital outlay 
for site and plant development, Annacis is 
providing a convenient means of establishment 
for secondary industrial development in British 
Columbia. 

A terrace of factories for light industry 
ed Con- 
Field & 
Frank 
siddings, : 
»., Ltd.; E iia 
Board: 
1: other 
thermo- 
chairs, 
- board, 
Canadian Bank of Commerce Factory and offices of AIM Steel Products, Ltd. 
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A REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR VANCOUVER 


Proposals to Deal With 


By MAJOR JOHN G. MARTIN, MBE, Hon. 
Secretary of the National Housing and 


ee the commercial capital 
of British Columbia, is a_ bustling 
modern city and important seaport. It is 
situated on the south shore of Burrard 
Inlet, a small arm of the Strait of Georgia, 
and has a fine natural deep-water harbour 
protected from the open Pacific Ocean by 
Vancouver Island. The site of the city 
was largely covered by forest until 1885 
when the Canadian Pacific Railway line 
reached the coast, and the municipality 
of Vancouver was formally incorporated 
in 1886. A period of continuous growth 
and prosperity followed. 

The opening of the Panama Canal in 
1914 basically changed the economics of 
Vancouver’s position in ocean transport. 
The new city soon became an important 
grain shipping port, serving the three 
prairie provinces of Western Canada, and 
the development in British Columbia of 
gold and base metal mines and also fores- 
try caused a rapid influx of settlers. 

To-day, with a population of 356,526, 
Vancouver is famous for its many beauti- 
ful homes and gardens, schools, churches, 
hospitals, parks, museums and libraries, 
and the outlying residential suburbs are 
pleasantly situated and well planned. As 
might be expected, however, the failure 
to prepare and adopt a rational develop- 
ment plan for the city in the early days, 
with a stringent code of building by-laws, 
has produced a gigantic problem of blighted 
and decayed areas in the older parts of 
the city, with all the inevitable evils and 


These views of typical examples of Vancouver's blighted areas emphasise the need for rehousing on an extensive scale. 


Blighted Areas 


Assoc. TPI (formerly General 
Town Planning Council) 


abuses 
ditions. 

Realising the gravity of the situation, 
the Federal Government of Canada granted 
$20,000 to the municipality in December, 
1955, to enable the City Planning Depart- 
ment to undertake a comprehensive survey 
of the worst areas. The survey was begun 
in July, 1956, its broad terms of reference 
being to select for careful study those areas 
of predominantly residential use which 
might require redevelopment during the 
next 20 years, and to produce a programme 
of suitable redevelopment, integrated with 
the City’s Twenty-year Development Plan. 
A voluminous preliminary report entitled 
‘A Redevelopment Study of Vancouver’ 
has now been submitted to the Housing 
Research Committee. The maps and 
plans accompanying the report are excellent. 


The report states categorically that 
‘blight or incipient blight is remarkably 
widespread in Vancouver.’ Several areas 
were intensively surveyed and studied. In 
the largest of these areas (roughly from 
Burrard Inlet on the north to Thirty- 
third Avenue on the south and from 
Bayswater on the west to Victoria Drive 
on the east), 44 per cent of all buildings 
were found to be vulnerable to blight, 
10 per cent showed signs of incipient 
blight, and 7 per cent are fully blighted. 
While the age of dwellings is not in itself 
a valid criterion of condition, older hous- 
ing has a stronger predisposition to blight, 
especially in association with industrial 


arising from unhealthy slum con- 


buildings. Of 22,009 dwellings actual; 
surveyed, it was found that 10,675 hal 
been erected before 1916, and the Un- 
regulated growth of the city has resulted 
in an incompatible mixture of land uses on 
the fringes of its central core. 

A study of the collected facts concerning 
blight soon revealed that, for the purposes 
of a Twenty-year Development Plan, it 
would be desirable to distinguish between 
two kinds of replanning areas, according 
to the extent of the blight therein, yiz— 
Comprehensive Redevelopment Areas and 
Limited Redevelopment Areas. In the 
case of the first-named areas, it is recom. 
mended that all the existing housing should 
be demolished within 20 years, so that the 
cleared land in those areas can be re. 
developed for the most suitable purpose, 
The other areas are regarded as liable to 
deterioration within the next 20 years for 
the following reasons: (i) some of the 
property is derelict; (ii) there is some 
obnoxious industrial or commercial use: 
(iii) excessive crowding of structures on the 
land; (iv) unsatisfactory topographical 
features; (v) conversions to multiple 
occupancies; (vi) lack of basic communal 
facilities—schools, playgrounds, parks, etc. 
For these areas, ‘spot’ clearance, together 
with various rehabilitation measures, will 
constitute the most appropriate treatment. 


The report stresses the importance of 
ensuring efficient zoning in the cleared 
areas. Clearance will certainly not result 
in the rehabilitation of these areas, unless 
there is a precise definition of use and 
adequate separation of industrial areas 
from residential areas. The prop2r rela- 
tionship of residential to commercial 
uses must also be brought about. Any 
areas retained or rezoned as residential 


As can be seen, 


in some cases modern industrial buildings are interspersed between outworn residential development 
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The East End project area scheme, Vancouver, showing new types of housing to be provided and existing buildings to be 


must be large enough to permit the estab- 
lishment of the neighbourhood facilities 
necessary for health community _ life. 
However, no final decision regarding zoning 
and land use can be reached until the actual 
location of any new highways is settled. 

In the case of those areas not sufficiently 
deteriorated to justify total clearance, yet 
showing signs of incipient blight, the 
report proposes a number of expedients 
such as: (i) the rigorous enforcement of the 
existing Zoning and Development By-law 
to prevent illegal conversions and the 
intrusion of other non-conforming land 
uses; (ii) the adoption of a new Housing 
By-law to consolidate all aspects of hous- 
ing, and especially to ensure the main- 
tenance and repair of dwellings by routine 
Inspection and enforcement; (iii) the pro- 
vision of public amenities; (iv) the gradual 
Improvement of the area; (v) ‘spot’ clear- 
ance of any individual structure that is 
blighted; (vi) public education regarding 
the menace of blighted areas. 

One interesting section of the report 
explains in detail the methods adopted by 
the expert team of surveyors, heaith inspec- 
tors, and enumerators for the delineation 
of the boundaries of the various areas and 
their subsequent classification, the grading 
of the existing dwellings, and the carrying 
out of the ‘household survey.’ 


retained in the redevelopment of the city. 


The clearance programme, if carried out, 
will involve the displacement of about 
23,670 persons from a total of 7,372 
dwellings. In addition, 1,483 persons 
will be displaced from the areas under- 
going limited redevelopment. It is esti- 
mated that some 4,350 displaced persons 
could be rehoused in the areas scheduled 
for private redevelopment, while 7,250 
will require to be accommodated under the 
National Housing Act in public low- 
rented housing projects. The latter obliga- 
tion arises from the fact that one of the 
conditions of federal aid for urban re- 
development is that families dispossessed 
by the clearance of an area must be 
offered accommodation in a_ housing 
project ‘at fair and reasonable rentals, 
having regard to their total incomes,’ 
unless other ‘decent, safe and sanitary 
housing accommodation’ is available for 
their occupation on similar terms. 

The report discusses at great length 
the various types of public housing accom- 
modation that should be erected in the new 
residential zones. These types include 
‘bachelor units’ (bed-living room, kitchen- 
ette, and shared toilet) and family dwelling 
units with one, two, three, four, or five 
bedrooms. It is also recommended that 
hostel type units should be provided in 
certain areas for transient workers in 


seasonal industries. Considerations of 
space preclude any detailed description of 
the proposed housing projects, which will 
include multi-storey blocks, ‘walk-up’ 
apartments (three-storeys), and _ terrace 
houses. 

The total cost of acquisition of the land 
in the Comprehensive Development areas 
and the demolition and clearance of all the 
structures thereon is estimated at 
$74,900,000 (approximately £27? m.). 
Some of the cleared land will, of course, 
be available for resale, its value being 
dependent on the use to which it may be 
put. The net cost of the programme will 
be borne in the following proportions: 
50 per cent by the Federal Government, 
25 per cent by the Provincial Government 
of British Columbia, and 25 per cent by the 
City of Vancouver. The report recom- 
mends an immediate start on the pro- 
gramme by including parts of it in the 
new five-year plan for general civic develop- 
ment which will be presented to the 
electors this month (December). 

It is understood that a supplementary 
report will be submitted later dealing with 
the estimated cost of the necessary re- 
housing projects and the tax benefits 
which may be expected to arise when the 
proposed redevelopment has been carried 
out. 
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News of the Week 


LCC Expansion Schemes 


WO new agreements are proposed by 

the LCC Housing Committee under 
the Town Development Act, 1952, for the 
reception of population and industry, and 
if the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government approves, schemes of ex- 
pansion will provide 3,000 dwellings at 
Aylesford over the next 15 years and 
1,150 dwellings at Huntingdon, in addi- 
tion to schools, shops and ancillary build- 
ings and to the corresponding industrial 
buildings which will provide for employ- 
ment of the ‘exported’ population. 
Architecture Club Supper 

A SUPPER of the Architecture Club was 
held at Simpson’s in the Strand on 
November 28, under the chairmanship of 
the President, Viscount Esher, and was 
followed by an illustrated debate on the 
proposition ‘That America is Leading 
Architecture Astray.’ 

The debate was opened by Mr. E. 
Maxwell Fry, CBE, FRIBA, and Mr. 
Richard Sheppard, FRIBA, and was con- 
tinued by Mr. McCallum, Mr. Goulden, 
Mr. Cadbury-Brown, Mr. Shepheard, Sir 
Howard Robertson, Mr. Brett, Mr. 
Edmunds, Mr. Smithson and Mr. Pattrick. 


Bernard Webb Studentship, 1957 


THE Bernard Webb Studentship for the 
historical and critical study of architec- 
ture, which is open to members of the 
Architectural Association and_ tenable 
under the auspices of the British School 
at Rome, has been awarded to Mr. John 
D. Richards, ARIBA, AADipl, for a 
study of the planning and organisation of 
the Greek colonial cities. 


The Reynolds Award, 1958 


THe American Institute of Architects 
has anounced that nominations for the 
1958 international award of $25,000 by 
the Reynolds Metal Company, for the 
architect or firm of architects making the 
most significant contribution to the use of 
aluminium in the building field, may be 
received from now until January 15, 1958. 

Formal presentation of the award will 
be made at the AIA annual convention 
in Cleveland, Ohio, from July 7-11, 1958. 
Inquiries should be made to the R. S. 
Reynolds Memorial Award, The Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects, The Octagon, 
1735, New York-avenue, Washington, 
DC. 

Views on Gothic Architecture 

AN EXTREMELY interesting autographed 
letter from John Flaxman to H. B. Ker 
discussing Gothic Architecture is being 
sold at Sotheby’s on December 11. It is 
dated January 22, 1823, Buckingham- 
street and extends to 2} pages. The letter 
was prompted by an article in the 
‘Quarterly Review.’ Flaxman writes :— 

‘ ... this Author seems to think that the 

pointed Architecture is alone fitted to 

Christian Worship, has he forgot? that the 

Cathedral Church of the Middle Ages is 

but an adaptation by politica! and moral 

changes of the Ancient Basilica to the 

Christian Church, & is not every one 

aware that the magnificent processions & 

mystic services of the Catholic Church 


require a very different plan from the 
simple devotion & rational instruction 
delivered in protestant worship, he seems 
to think that an Athenian Temple should 
be confined to the soil of Greece & the 
purposes for which it was intended in that 
Country, such a determination of place 
& purposes might lead us to suppose 
that the Architecture of Greece always 
had been & would continue the same... .’ 


FROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, December 5, 1857 


LONDON DiRT AND LONDON Wants.— 
A metropolitan peculiarity which never 
fails to strike me as strange, offensive 
and umnecessary is the stupendous 
filth of London public places. I do not 
mean honest, necessary dirt, but neg- 
lected, accumulated, remediable dirt. 

I see the pavement of the Piazza, in 
Covent-garden caked over with dirt 
which never seems to be removed. I] 
suppose rates are paid, or might be 
levied, for the expenses of cleaning the 
Streets. It is inconceivable to me that 
Londoners submit to this hideous 
nuisance of omnipresent, overwhelming 
dirt. 

Other London wants are dining-houses, 
or restaurants, of a sort very superior to 
the present average. After the club, to 
which very few belong, there is nothing 
but the expensive hotel, the crowded, 
bustling, overheated, popular feeding 
place, the detestable gloomy chop-house, 
or the bad imitation of the French 
restaurant. A PROVINCIAL. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Enfield Civic Centre Result 


ME. S. ROWLAND PIERCE, FRIBA, 

DistTP, assessor, made his award on 
Tuesday night in the competition, 
organised by Enfield Borough Council, 
for a Civic Centre in Silver-street. 108 
designs were submitted from 426 applica- 
tions for conditions. 

Ist (£1,000 premium): Eric G. Brough- 
ton, ARIBA, AMTPI, ARCA, 44, 
Denbigh-road, Ealing, W13. 

2nd. (£750): Clifford Culpin, FRIBA, 
39, Doughty-street, WC1. 

3rd (£250): Anthony R. Osborne, 
ARIBA, 144, Bridge-road, E. Molesey, 
Surrey. 

The following nine firms’ entries are 
highly commended (alphabetical order): The 
Architectural Group (KK. S. Mobsby, ARIBA, 
G. M. Jennings, ARIBA, and Associates); 
Grenfell Baines and Hargreaves, AA.RIBA; 
J. B. F. Cowper and K. M. Poole, F/ARIBA; 
F. Hamer Crossley, FRIBA, in association 
with H. H. Powell, FRIBA; Eric Hardy ana 
Anthea Hardy, AA.RIBA; J. P. Lomax and 
E. G. Dodds, AA.RIBA; Shingler and 
Risdon, FF.RIBA, and William Wakeling, 
ARIBA; Donald R. Stewart and E. R. Saxon 
Snell, F/LRIBA; and Clifford Strange, 
LRIBA. 

The designs are on exhibition at the Drill 
Hall, Enfield, until December 12 at the 
following times: December 6 and 7, 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; December 9, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Decem- 
ber 11-12, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

The winning designs will be illustrated in 
our next issue accompanied by a special 
critique by Mr. James Melvin, AADipIl, 
ARIBA. 
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COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS (Leeds & Pic, 
Centre).—Licentiate Discussion Club. seit 
of films by Ministry of Works. Great Northen 
Hotel, Wellington-st., Leeds. 7.30 p.m,” 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 


BUILDING TEACHERS CONFER! NCE.—Annua] 
general meeting. 47, Bedford-sq., WC] 10.3) 


a.m. 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9 
_ BETHNAL GREEN MuseuM.—Victorian Exhibj 
tion, Cambridge Heath-rd., E2. Weekdays 19 
a.m.—6 p.m. Sundays 2.30—6 p.m. (Coniiny 
until March 2, 1958.) . 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS — 
“Where Should Research End and Developmen: 
Start?’ Opened by Mr. K. J Nilkinson, 
DSc. Savoy-p]., WC2. 5.30 p.m. a 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (Londop 
Branch).— New Design in Building.’ By Mr 
E. D. Mills, FRIBA. Conference Room, 93 
Gloucester-pl., W1. 7 p.m. ? 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10 


INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—Sympo. 
sium on ‘ Airfield Construction on Overseas 
Soil.” Great George-st., SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

RIBA.— Architectural and Building Require. 
ments as Related to Atomic Energy,’ By §; 
John Cockcroft, KCB, CBE, RIBA, 66, Por- 
land-pl., W1. 6 p.m. 


HousinG CENTRE Trust.— Recent Housing 
Developments.’ By Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, 
FRIBA. 13, Suffolk-st., SW1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (Lon- 
don Graduates and Students Section).—Papers 
by members. 11, Upper Belgrave-st., SWI. 6.30 
p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER | 

LMBA (Central Area No. 3).—Annual lun- 
cheon. Connaught Rooms, Gt. Queensst., WO), 
12.45 p.m. 


THE Master Carvers’ ASSOCIATION. — An 
nual luncheon. The St. Ermin’s Hotel, SW. 
1 p.m. 

Roya Society oF Arts.—‘ The Design of 
Shops Today.’ By Mr. Ellis E. Somake, FRIBA, 
MSIA. John Adam-st., Adelphi, WC2. 2.30 p.m, 

LONDON BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 
—Annual general meeting. Memorial Hall, Far- 
ringdon-st., EC1l. 6.15 p.m. 

_INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS Brighton & District 
Centre (Licentiate Discussion Club), —* The 
Quantity Surveyor and His Duties.’ By M 
W. F. Evershed, FRICS. Cook’s Hotel, Old 
Steine, Brighton. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 

INSTITUTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERS — 
Discussion on ‘ Building Drainage.’ Opening 
speaker: Mr. C. L. Langshaw. Caxton Hall 
Westminster, SW1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS (Newcastle & District 
Centre).—Licentiate Discussion Club, * The 
Duties of the Managing Director of a Building 
Company.’ By Mr. H. Vincent, FIOB. Royal 
Turks Head Hotel, Grey-st., Newcastle. 7.15 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 

RIBA.—Exhibition: ‘ Portrait of a Town. 
66, Portland-pl., Wl. Monday to Friday, !0 


a.m.—7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.—S p.m. (Con- 
tinues until December 23.) 


BIRMINGHAM & FIveE Counties ARCHITEC 
TURAL ASSOCIATION.— Art and Architecture 
To-day.’ By Mr. Reyner Banham. Royal Bit 
mingham Society of Artists’ Galleries, New-sl. 
Birmingham. 6 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 


ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOcIETY.—Visit to St. Mary 
Abchurch, Abchurch-la., EC4. 2.30 p.m. 


Chartered Surveyors’ Conference 

THe Chartered Surveyors’ conference, 
1958, will be held at Exeter University 
from July 1 to 5. The theme will be 
‘The development of land as an invest 
ment for the future.’ 
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THE ENGLISH 
INHERITANCE 


A Current Exhibition at the 
‘yé@ A’ 


T is now nearly 50 years since, in 
I 1908, the Royal Commission on His- 
cal Monuments was set up to make an 
of the monuments and be 

i illustrative of the culture, 
isation, and conditions of life of 
the people of England from earliest times 

9 1714. (The latter date has since been 
amended to 1850.) 

The Commission has so far issued 
1 illustrated volumes, covering dif- 
ferent areas, and published by HM Sta- 
tionery Office. The first volume, dealing 
with Hertfordshire, appeared in 1910; 
and, although it then created a favour- 
able impression, it was distinctly inferior 
in the quantity and quality of its illustra- 
tions. These numbered only 66 in all, 
of which 22 were plans, the remainder 
being photographs of barely medium 
quality, badly reproduced. Buckingham- 
shire, in two volumes, and Essex, in 
four, achieved a far higher standard. 

The five London volumes, including 
one devoted exclusively to Westminster 
Abbey, were much more comprehen- 
sively and better illustrated; Middlesex 
still more so. The latest volumes, cover- 
ing Oxford City and part of Dorset, are 
even more ambitiously conceived; while 
the next to appear, in 1958, on Cam- 
bridge City, will contain over 450 pp. 
of text, three colour plates, 308 half-tone 
illustrations, and 145 line drawings. 

An exhibition has just been opened at 
the Victoria and Albert Museum (to 
remain open until January 31 next) of 
original photographs from recently pub- 
lished and forthcoming volumes, drawn 
from only ten counties and cities—Lon- 
don, Middlesex, Essex, Huntingdonshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Herefordshire, West- 
morland, York City, Dorset, and Ox- 
ford City. This exhibition has been de- 
vised and mounted by the Commission's 
own small staff, although with the ex- 
pert help of that of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum. The arrangement, dis- 
play and lettering are all excellent. 


tori 
inventory 


Excellent Photography 


Practically all the photographs have 
been taken by Mr. F. T. A. Power. They 
are of the very highest quality, and must 
have entailed great patience and fore- 
thought in obtaining ideal conditions of 
lighting. They show a refreshing dis- 
dain of such familiar tricks and stunts 
as ‘the worm’s eye view’ taken with a 
tilted camera, dizzy snapshots up or 
down spiral staircases, exaggerated 
shadows, and so forth. This is honest 
as well as expert and imaginative photo- 
graphy. Some of the subjects are details 
of stained glass, wood-carving, church 
plate, etc., enlarged to the actual size 
of the subject, or even more. 

Of the normal external and internal 
views of secular and ecclesiastical build- 
ings there is such a generous display that 
it is difficult to single out any for special 
mention, the standard being so high; but 
outstanding examples are three magnifi- 


cent staircases from Dorset, several col- 
lege libraries, the lantern and interior of 
Ely Cathedral, interiors of King’s Col- 
lege Chapel, Cambridge, and of Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford; and, in con- 
trast, such simple subjects as the Fourth 
Form Room at Harrow School, the small 
churches at Abbotsbury and Little Gid- 
ding, and the quaint belfry at Pembridge. 

The famous painted ceilings at Hamp- 
ton Court and over the Sheldonian 
Theatre at Oxford are superbly photo- 
graphed, as are the remarkable trip- 
tychs from Sherborne and from Queens’ 
College, Cambridge. Among the sepulch- 
ral effigies, those of Sir John Finch and 
Sir Thomas Baines, both by Catterns 
(1684), from Christ’s College Chapel, 
Cambridge, and that by Carlini (1775) at 
Milton Abbey, designed by Robert 
Adam, are specially notable. 

The whole field of architectural crafts- 
manship is covered, and there are also 
some pleasant views of gardens, such as 
that of Levens Hall, Westmorland. 
Altogether, a most interesting exhibition. 

M. S. BricGs. 


RICS 


Presidential Address 


SOME outspoken comments on prob- 

lems of the day as they affect his 
profession were made by MR. WILLIAM 
M. BALcn, in his presidential address to 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors, which he delivered at a meeting 
of the RICS held in London on Novem- 
ber 11. 

Mr. Balch said that the Chartered Sur- 
veyors’ Conference, which was held for 
the first time, had filled a gap in the Royal 
Institution’s calendar, and had _ been 
valuable as a means by which all mem- 
bers could meet together. 

The lesson learnt from the Notting- 
ham Conference, he continued, ‘ is that we 
have neglected research. For many years, 
we have paid lip service to the need for 
it. To be fair, we have also given a cer- 
tain amount of practical help in connec- 
tion with specific inquiries. The 
“Wilderness Group” of quantity sur- 
veyors, and the Cost Research Panel, 
under the leadership of Mr. Cyril Sweett, 
have been investigating building costs; 
the Department of Estate Management 
at the University of Cambridge has been 
investigating agricultural rents, the effect 
of death duties on land ownership, and 
other specific matters; and the Ministry of 
Agriculture are sponsoring other projects.’ 

Speaking of the education of the pub- 
lic in the part played by the profession, 
the President said: 

‘We see that the doctors not only cure 
disease and other maladies; they seek by 
explanation and instruction to help their 
patients to fight ill-health by learning how 
to avoid it. Nearer home, architects not 
only design buildings, they deem it to be 
their duty to cultivate a public apprecia- 
tion of good design, which in its turn 
should produce a demand for good 
design. For ourselves, it is not enough to 
measure, value and manage the land; we 
must tell the layman about his land, and 
encourage a public understanding of all 
its characteristics and peculiarities. Life 
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itself depends upon the land. 

“We could hardly expect the man in 
the street to embark, with relish, upon a 
discussion about compensation and 
betterment; but he clearly ought to under- 
stand what it is all about. If the layman 
understood, for example, why rents and 
prices rise and fall, he would be less 
likely to nurse hostility to most of the 
normal economic vacillations of landed 
property.’ 

The President dealt at some length 
with the advice given to the Government 
by the RICS when new legislation was 
being framed. In regard to the new Rent 
Act he said: ‘* Our suggestions for a long- 
term revision of rents were reflected in 
the Act of 1957. This Act has aroused 
a fierce political controversy in which we 
are not involved; we recognise, and 
respect, all convictions that are sincerely 
held on this subject; but we feel we have 
a responsibility to say how—according to 
our experience—our national capital, 
comprised in our stock of houses, can best 
be utilised and maintained. 

“The 1957 Act has been branded as a 
charter for landlords. I believe, on the 
contrary, it is on the long-term view a 
charter for tenants. I have in mind that 
unless it is worthwhile being a landlord, 
there will, in the long run, be no private 
landlords. Not every tenant wishes to 
become an owner-occupier. Not every 
tenant wishes to have a municipal land- 
lord and take his turn on a housing list.’ 

Mr. Balch went on to state that, in his 
opinion, taxation was having a bad effect 
on private investment at the present time. 
There had been a considerable renewal of 
private property development since 
materials and labour became available on 
an unrestricted basis. Much of. this 
development, however, had been specula- 
tive investment seeking ultimate capital 
profits on re-sale and therefore having a 
vested interest in a continuation of the 
strong inflationary conditions which at 
present prevailed. 


Carrying Out the Charter 


He believed, however, that real 
property development based on genuine 
investment for a regular and _ steadily 
improving yield out of rents was a 
stabilising factor. ‘Whenever we 
encounter circumstances such as I have 
mentioned, the speaker declared, ‘I 
believe we should not hesitate to draw 
attention to them, for this is one of the 
ways in which our Institution can carry 
out the mandate in its Royal Charter “ to 
maintain and extend the usefulness of the 
profession for the public advantage.” ’ 

In conclusion, the President said: ‘ Sir 
Winston Churchill uncovered our secret 
when he described our profession as “ that 
happy combination of theory and prac- 
tice, of indoor and outdoor work which 
constitutes a harmonious life.” Does my 
zeal for it exaggerate our sense of pur- 
pose? I do not think so. Look around 
and you will find a challenge on every 
side—to drain the bogs, replant the 
forests, clear the slums, preserve the noble 
buildings we have inherited, and develop 
the land by the work of our hands, our 
minds and our hearts, in a manner that 
will leave memorials of our age worthy 
to be treasured by our own posterity.” 
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The Town Planning Institute 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS BY MR. B. J. COLLINS 


"THE abuse of the term ‘ planner’ was 

attacked by Mr. B. J. COLLINS, 
FRICS (M), in the course of his presiden- 
tial address to the Town Planning Insti- 
tute on November 6. Mr. Collins said: 


One of the propositions we have long 
put forward is that a thoroughgoing 
system of town planning cannot succeed 
unless it receives public attention. We 
have asked for public interest in proposals 
and developments, and public support for 
our plans. This demand for public atten- 
tion has now been answered—with a ven- 
geance—and the ‘planner’ has become 
one of the most familiar characters in the 
newspaper. Something is said about him 
almost daily. It would appear that his 
work has now gained the required pro- 
minence. Yet when we read of the 
various deeds attributed to him and the 
opinions of him which commentators 
have formed, we find that it is but rarely 
that he is singled out for commendation 
or esteem. The planner’s more usual 
portion, we find, is first to be credited 
with a new and bewildering range of 
functions, and then in each of them to 
have his performance in one way or 
another belittled. 


‘Storm of Abuse’ 


Thus we read that the reorganisation 
of the Army (in its unpopular aspects) 
was the work of ‘the planners.’ If there 
is too much traffic at an airport it is ‘ the 
planners’ again. If the train is late, 
writers blame ‘the planners’; the corre- 
spondence columns are particularly rich 
in criticism. If governments fail to do 
their duty of building roads, despite our 
most bitter complaints, it is ‘the plan- 
ners’ fault. Anything and everything is 
good enough under this system to blame 
the planner for, whether bus fares are 
going up or milk yields going down. 

The most remarkable circumstance 
about this storm of abuse is, of course, 
that the mere town planner, the mere 
member of this Institute, is wholly un- 
acquainted with these * planners’ who ate 
so much written about and who bear 
functions extending, apparently, so far 
beyond his own. He really does not 
know whether they exist or not, nor 
whether the functions which they are 
accused of performing so _ indifferently 
have truly been allotted to them. 


The truth is that the public mind has 
got town planning mixed up with what 
may loosely be called economic planning. 
That is a vast field quite separate from 
ours, and it constitutes what I believe is 
known as * political dynamite.’ That is 
to say, politicians differ among themselves 
as to whether it is a good thing or noi. 
The subject concerns itself, presumably, 
with such matters as the economic poli- 
cies of government, taxation, the alloca- 
tion of raw materials, distribution of 
goods and products, monetary techniques, 
licensing controls, subsidies, credits, in- 
terest rates, marketing methods, and so 
on. Action taken under those headings 
will, of course, affect land and its de- 


velopment, just as it will affect every- 
thing else. But you can easily see what 
a gulf separates that sort of activity from 
town planning as we understand and 
practise it. 

Nor is it only intrinsically that this 
other vast field of planning is entirely 
different from ours. It differs also in 
being politically controversial, which 
town planning is not. The case was made 
and accepted by all parties long ago that 
town planning is indispensable. It has 
been with the support of all parties that it 
has gradually developed into a regular 
feature of local government; indeed, one 
of local government’s most important 
functions, as a recent Minister has said. 


There are plenty of controversies con- 
cerning town planning, but they are about 
town planning measures, about places, 
about designs, about developments. That 
is an excellent thing. The very creation 
of a controversy as to what is the right 
way of developing a town or a site is 
something of a good mark for town plan- 
ning if it leads to deliberate and well- 
considered action. Arguments of that 
sort are within the ambit of town plan- 
ning. They do not call into question the 
whole propriety of having town planning 
nor cast a slur on any of the participants 
for being ‘planners.’ They are argu- 
ments in which the town planner is pro- 
perly concerned. If criticism emerges he 
can face it. If facts are twisted he can 
put them straight. He is ready and 
equipped to defend both his views and 
his reasoning. 

That is an entirely different thing from 
dealing with the sort of smear campaign 
I have been speaking about in which the 
planner is accused of bearing responsi- 
bilities he does not bear, possessing 
authority he does not possess, failing in 
duties which in fact are not his, and in 
which he is saddled with a vague politi- 
cal approbrium, a sort of darkly hinted 
totalitarianism, which is so wide of the 
mark that he has found it difficult to 
combat. 


An Undefined Title 


With all these considerations in mind 
I have often thought that it might be a 
good thing if town planners altogether 
disclaimed the shorter title of * planner.’ 
It is a title undefined which has been de- 
graded, a catchword used by people de- 
termined to grumble but not quite know- 
ing whom to blame. So it has almost 
come to mean merely anybody or every- 
body whom a_=egrumbler wants to 
grumble at. There is no earthly reason, 
it seem to me, why we should allow it 
any longer to be generally connected with 
this Institute or with ourselves. 

On the other hand, the title of ‘town 
planner’ is clear and well-defined. Who 
are the town planners? Who but the 
members of this Institute? There are a 
few shining exceptions, it is true, but so 
few and so shining that they prove the 
rule. Thus there is a definite and cohe- 
rent body of professional men and 
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women who style themselves town la 
ners, and they have every right to den 
the use of the same description to othe, 
I do not mean that we should seek stay. 
tory registration. I mean that we po 
unite, if others should arrogate the Dame 
in repudiating their entitlement to jt,’ 

I hope that there need be no difficuly 
from the fact that ‘town planner ’ says 
nothing about country Planning, | 
have always thought that the €Xpression 
town planning must be taken to include 
country planning unless the contey 
specifically demands otherwise. There 
was no urban limitation in the minds of 
the pioneers, 


I hope also that there need be no diff. 
culty from my suggestion that the titl 
town planner belongs to but few person; 
beyond the confines of our own ranks, 
So many people have done distinguishe 
work which has connections with town 
planning that the question naturally 
arises. I have in mind particularly the 
professions with whom the town planner 
works collaterally at every level, and 
upon whose expertness in their fields his 
plans rely—for example, the architects, 
engineers, surveyors, lawyers. No town 
plan can come to fruition without them, 
They are the front line troops by whom 
operations are carried out. 


Two Kinds of Planning 


There is a very sharp distinction, to 
my mind, between two kinds of town 
planning; the ‘compulsive,’ which relies 
on acquiring the property to be planned 
(as, for example, in new towns and con: 
prehensive development areas), and in 
contrast what I call ‘formative’ town 
planning, the ordinary method of achiey- 
ing a plan gradually by controlling de. 
velopments which all sorts of owners 
undertake for themselves on their own 
property. I am afraid that a lot of 
people still do not appreciate what a gulf 
there is between the two methods. If 
the responsible authority can expropriate 
the whole site, clear it at will, and then 
build to their own design under their own 
control, their problems are like clay in 
the potter’s hand. But if the clay is in 
someone else’s hand, then the potter’s job 
becomes more tricky. He can only get 
his results by remote control and may 
have to be satisfied with quite different 
standards. And the result is that de- 
velopments taking place under the for 
mative system can differ sharply from 
those under the compulsive—a difference 
potentially as wide as between a typical 
‘ building estate’ and a typical neighbour 
hood of a new town. 

This is worth remembering when it 
comes to arguments about ugliness. _ It 
would not be beyond the skill of plat 
ning authorities to effect enormous im- 
provements in the appearance of thous- 
ands of buildings if they used more com 
pulsion. All it would need would be 
reversal of policy on the part of the 
Minister, a doubling or trebling of town 
planning staffs, a great deal more com- 
pulsory acquisition, and the national 
architecture could be strait-jacketed to 2 
very much higher average standard. 
Building development throughout the 
country could then be as good as that 0 
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, new town (we have no justification for 
thinking it would _be better), and we 
should have abolished some of the 
nesthetic shortcomings which we all 
deplore. 

But in return we should have subjected 
developers of property to a more ques- 
jionable interference than anything we 
have indulged in yet, and would have 
exposed the whole freedom of modern 
architecture, on Whose flowering we have 
set such hopes, to the vagaries of 
public control. In the meantime, the 
ihought that I would leave with you is 
that to blame the town planners for the 
country’s development not being of better 
appearance 1S rather like blaming the 
plastic surgeons for the race not being 


better looking. 
Vote of Thanks 


Mr. U. AYLMER COATES, FRIBA 
(County Planning Officer for Lancashire, 
and the Institute’s Senior Vice-President), 
commented on a number of points made 
by the President in his address, in pro- 
posing a vote of thanks. 

He said he thought they could take 
justifiable pride in the achievements of the 
Town Planning Institute, but much re- 
mained to be done. The quality of indi- 
vidual planning officers was reflected 
inevitably in the planning results for all to 
see. 

Although visual appearance was the 
standard by which much development 
was judged by the public, he was not 
thinking of that only. It was a part of 
the operation. It was not unusual for the 
planner to be called upon to synthesise 
the views of highway authorities, river 
boards, mineral valuers, agricultural and 
education interests, statutory undertakers, 
as well as architectural and amenity in- 
terests. 

They must be quite clear, said Mr. 
Coates, what a town planner was. He 
was primarily a land use manager, and 
his function was to organise, co-ordinate, 
supervise and direct a team of various 
skills and disciplines in the preparation 
and execution of development plans, the 
collation and analysis of information, 
social, economic, technical and aesthetic, 
which enabled him firstly to diagnose 
problems and subsequently to formulate 
solutions. 

As the planning process unfolded, he 
was becoming increasingly involved in the 
implementation of policies, whereas up to 
the present he had been largely concerned 
with the formulation of plans. 

Mr. Coates said the Institute was to be 
congratulated in broadening the basis 
ftom which its members were now being 
recruited, and he was interested in the 

President's suggestions for utilising the ser- 
vices of private practitioners. There must 
be 50,000 surveyors, architects, engineers, 
as well as social workers and others 
directly and indirectly connected with 
planning, and he most heartily agreed that 
Once the broad outlines of the plan 
having been determined, its vitality in 
practice would benefit if their efforts were 
made complementary to the official plans. 

€sign, especially would in his view, be 
stultified by a too rigid official control. 
But private practitioners, it must be 





remembered, were servants of their clients 
and they could not be expected to starve 
for planning principles. Neither for that 
matter could planners. He could not see 
in a democratic country the Minister set- 
ting himself up as an arbiter of aesthetic 
taste, but he did think a great deal more 
could be done in publicising good layout 
and design and as for himself he hoped 
the newly formed Civic Trust would be 
able to achieve something here. 

But accepting that improvements must 
be achieved by persuasion, it was to the 
private practitioner, especially the archi- 
tect himself, that they must look for sup- 
port. 

Mr. Coates mentioned that the new 
President had more than once shown that 
he was not afraid of good healthy con- 
troversy and, as an erstwhile rugby player, 
perhaps he might not be averse to an 
occasional scrummage. Certain it was 
that their Institute during the coming 
year would touch down with a few tries 
in Whitehall, in Privy Councils and other 
places, and they looked to their President 
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to make many conversions. 

PROFESSOR J. S. ALLEN, FRIBA, MTPI 
(Professor of Town Planning, University 
of Durham), seconded the vote of thanks. 
He said that the older members of the 
Institute looked with particular pride to 
their achievements in the development of 
their examination system, and he felt the 
Institute was certainly keeping in step 
with the rapid growth of the planners’ 
work. But they must not be complacent, 
for they had a long way to go in the 
matter of professional education which 
would fit their members for the task that 
lay ahead. He would like to see more 
active discussion of training methods. 

Agreeing that it would make the work 
of planning officer easier than it was if 
they had an informed public, Professor 
Allen felt much of the trouble was due 
to bad briefing by ill-informe+ clients and 
it was not necessarily the architect or the 
bad engineer who produced the mistake. 
The Institute should do all it could to 
encourage the public to take more interest 
‘in the town planner’s work. 





‘TOWN PLANNING A GREAT FORCE FOR GOOD’ 


Too Little Credit Given, says Minister of Housing 


HE day-to-day work of town and coun- 

try planning is a great force for good to 
which far too little credit is given, said MR. 
HENRY BROOKE, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, at the opening of the 
national conference of the Town and 
Country Planning Association County 
Hall, on November 28. ‘The ordinary man’ 
said the Minister, ‘only notices planning 
when it stops him from doing what he wants, 
or when it allows his neighbour to do some- 
thing he dislikes, or when a case like St. 
James’s Theatre hits the headlines. 

‘Most of the hundred thousand or more 
planning applications which are dealt with 
every year he knows nothing about. I be- 
lieve that about nine-tenths of all those 
applications are allowed in whole or in sub- 
stance and only one tenth disallowed. Of 
course, among the hundred thousand appli- 
cations every year there is liable to be a 
mistake made occasionally, but by and 
large it really is the bad schemes that are 
disallowed and the better schemes that are 
approved, and many schemes which are not 
as good as they might be that can be im- 
proved and rendered acceptable by calling 
for some revision or attaching some condi- 
tion. This day-to-day work is a great force 
for good. Far too little credit is given to it. 


St. James’s Theatre 


‘The St. James’s Theatre dispute proves 
the outcry there would be about some pro- 
posed development every single day if plan- 
ning restrictions were all swept away. 

‘I am certain one could take planning too 
far and in the end destroy its reputation 
by trying to be a perfectionist. But if there 
were no planning machinery there would be 
nothing to stop factories and houses of all 
kinds springing up all over the countryside, 
one road after another getting ribbon- 
developed, petrol pumps popping up every- 
where, and so forth. The Green Belts which 
the towns need would be submerged, and 
all chance would be gone of preserving the 
really beautiful parts of our country which 
young and old love to visit and enjoy. Now 


no One really wants that. But there are some 
who say that planning concentrates on petty 
restrictions but fails on the big things, while 
others say the opposite—that planning fails 
to control all the important small things. 

‘If this were a totalitarian state, where 
industry can be directed where to go and 
people commanded where to live, then of 
course one could do big things. Most for- 
tunately for us we are not like that. Plan- 
ning must accept that this is a country 
where we prize freedom of choice and 
intend to go on prizing it, and as much as 
planning interferes with individual free 
choice, it will be supported and approved 
only in so far as it is clearly defending the 
freedom of others to enjoy it. 

‘As to planning failing to control the 
little things, he went on, ‘if one made 
every lamp-post and every piece of street 
furniture require planning permission one 
could prevent some rather nasty results 
which happen, But in doing so one would 
have robbed freely elected local authorities 
of their present discretion. Many of these 
lighting authorities have shown themselves 
alive to aesthetic aspects. I would rather 
encourage all of them to come up to the 
standard of the best than have to think in 
terms of a further extension or reimposition 
of central control. But I intend to watch 
the position carefully. 

‘My final word to you is—do not be 
ultra-perfectionists. In spite of grumbles 
the ordinary man has gone a long way 
towards the acceptance of some rules of 
planning as a good thing. But he will never 
come all the way with perfectionists; he 
will not pay their price, either in money or 
in the degree of restriction and interference 
that they’ might want. 

‘So where people are attempting the im- 
possible I want to dissuade them. Where 
they are neglecting needs I want to prod 
them. If we keep a balanced judgment, the 
wise use of planning machinery will become 
an asset which more and more the ordinary 
man—who after all governs this country in 
the end—would hate to see abandoned.’ 
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Design for the Durability of Buildings 
‘Building Industry Not Hidebound or Unadventurous’ 


GIR THOMAS BENNETT, KBE, 

FRIBA, speaking at a discussion on 
‘ Design for the Durability of Contempor- 
ary Buildings,’ held in the Empire Hall, 
Olympia, on November 20, said ‘We 
belong to an industry where occasionally 
the Press and others accuse us of being 
“hidebound” and “unadventurous ”.’ 
This was not the case. Many new tech- 
niques and materials had been and were 
being used but it had been found neces- 
sary to use these for several years before 
they became more applied in the industry. 

He went on to refer to a recent example 
of the risk attendant with the use of new 
materials, adding that efficient builders 
must bear in mind the probable life of 
the building, the cost of its maintenance 
and other important factors. 

Mr. Huspert BENNETT, FRIBA, chief 
architect to the LCC, stated that as far as 
economy in building was concerned this 
meant to the architect low initial cost 
coupled with low periodic expenditure on 
maintenance. ‘If a building is not 
economical,’ he added, ‘then it is not a 
good building.’ The old-time standards 
of building had gone, and space and 
materials had to be used to as limited an 
extent as possible. It was in the buying 
of materials that most of the money was 
being spent. 

“Today we are hearing a great deal 
about new materials,’ he said, ‘ but basic- 
ally we are using the same materials now 
as we did in the past, apart from plastics, 
synthetic resins and certain metals. What 
we are doing is using many of the old 
materials in a new way. The choice of 
these materials is affected by their cost.’ 

On the maintenance of houses Mr. 
Bennett emphasised it had been found by 
the LCC that painting and decorating cost 
more than all other items, such as plumb- 
ing, carpentry and joinery, etc., put 
together. From the point of view of the 
design of buildings any measure which 
could be-introduced to lower the amount 
of painting necessary would be a great 
contribution towards lowering the costs 
of maintenance. 


‘Building for Eternity’ 


In his speech Mr. H. A. ACKLAND, 
OBE, FRICS, of Messrs. Northcroft, 
Neighbour and Nicholson, stated that he 
had come to the conclusion that in the 
main the policy in Britain appeared to be 
to build for eternity. ‘No matter what 
the purpose of the structure,’ he said, ‘ we 
seem to imagine that it should be built in 
such a manner and of such materials that 
it will stand for ever.’ In the past 50 years, 
and more particularly in the second half 
of that 50 years, such strides had been 
miade in science and technical knowledge 
that a building became out-dated and its 
usefulness lessened at a far greater rate 
than ever .before. 

‘Buildings. of 100 years old and 
upwards are still in use, in many cases 
entirely divorced from their original 
purposes and needing constant attention 
and maintenance at. an ever-increasing 
cost, but still in the minds of the owners of 


the same value if not greater than when 
they were first constructed. It is an 
alarming fact,’ he went on, ‘that at least 
30-40 per cent. of the entire labour force 
in the building industry in this country is 
engaged in maintenance and repair.’ 

The problem was to find a happy 
medium between building too solidly in 
the first place, thus deferring the time 
and extent of maintenance but increasing 
the reluctance of building owners to write 
off and eventually demolish their build- 
ings, and the alternative extreme under 
which the building is made of modern 
materials and in many cases quite 
experimental ones with the probability 
that the maintenance and repair work 
would start very early and be at a much 
higher rate in relation to the initial 
capital cost. 

The cleaning of some buildings was 
becoming a major. operation, Mr. 
Ackland said, and in the case of some 
modern schools cost in the region of 
£900 per annum. ‘As I see it,’ he went 
on, ‘ what we lack is really reliable infor- 
mation as to the costs today of maintain- 
ing buildings without any luxury in 
decoration and elsewhere but just in 
serviceable condition.’ Building owners 
and others were very loth to part with 
information on maintenance costs. 


Life of New Materials 


‘Regarding the probable life of new 
materials I think we are far from well 
serviced with information on this point, 
except for the makers who are for the 
most part born _ optimists. Some 
research bodies are making tests and 
keeping data in an endeavour to establish 
durability and weathering qualities of 
new materials as they are produced. It 
is, in my view, essential that any informa- 
tion gained impartially must be made 
available to the designer at the earliest 
moment.’ 

Continuing, Mr. Ackland said that too 
much was being taken for granted 
as to the time our materials, even tradi- 
tional ones, would stand up in our 
climate. The time had come to seriously 
consider whether we were not laying up 
a store of trouble for ourselves and our 
successors by putting comparatively un- 
tried elements into modern buildings. 
‘In the past,’ he added, ‘the architect 
and builder could take some com- 
fort from the fact that before the defects 
in their creations had developed seriously 
they would have left this scene but today 
such is not the case and universally we are 
getting examples of the failure and 
destruction of elements in building before 
even the retention period has expired.’ 

Mr. L. R. Creasy, BSc, MICE, of the 
Ministry of Works, said that the ideal of 
durability of design would presumably 
be where a building would last for a 
specified time with low maintenance costs 
and which at the prescribed time would 
develop such faults as would make it 
economical to demolish. 

On these costs he said that attention 
should be paid to detail in the construc- 
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tion of any building whether jt be 
designed for a definite or indefinite Jif. 
in order to reduce maintenance costs, He 
then went on to give details of suitabje 
foundation design in building constryc. 
tion which would eliminate unnecessary 
maintenance cost. ‘ 
In concluding, Mr. Creasy said that in 
the later stages of the life of a building 
the frequency of painting increased 
What was needed, therefore, was some 
kind of ‘skin’ for its protection. He 
asked for smooth lines in buildings which 
would assist in keeping costs down. 


Discussion 


In discussing the points raised by 
speakers during the evening, several 
members of the audience put forward 
questions to the platform party. One 
member asked the comparable frequency 
in painting and otherwise maintaining 
aluminium cladding and rust-proof steel, 
It’ was answered that steel framing 
required to be painted once every five 
years, aluminium framing did not need 
to be maintained at all provided the 
client did not mind its appearance. 

A further questioner asked Sir Thomas 
Bennett whether commercial clients 
instructed that a building be designed 
cheaply in the first instance. 

In his reply Sir THomas stated that in 
general, experienced builders tended to 
spend more on buildings at the beginning 
thereby incurring less maintenance cost 
in later years. Those with less experience 
were apt to take the opposite view. 

In reply to a questioner who asked if 
there were any advantages in high build- 
ings at present, Mr. Creasy said that the 
authorities felt these buildings should 
have a higher quality as they were so 
much a part of the general scene. ‘The 
higher the building,’ he added, * the higher 
the cost.’ 


ROOFING TILES 
CONTROVERSY 


Local Industry's Difficulties 


New sTYLes in house-building adopted 
by Brierley Hill Urban District Council are 
threatening to drive a local firm out ol 
existence, it was claimed on November 14. 
The firm, Hinton, Perry and Davenhill, 
Ltd., roofing tile manufacturers, has 
appealed to the council to stop using con- 
crete tiles on its houses. 

A report from the architect, Mr. J. R. 
Moore, ARIBA, to the housing committee 
states that concrete tiles are now used on 
all Brierley Hill’s council houses, to cul 
costs. A saving of about £10 a house 1s 
made, thanks to wider spacing of rafters and 
the slighter roof pitch, reducing the amount 
of brickwork and timber. 

A director of the firm, Mr. R. E. DAVEN- 
HILL, said that the council was being * penny 
wise and pound foolish.’ Concrete tiles 
did not do the same job as the traditional 
type, as they were porous. ‘The rool 
supports would suffer from damp. 

The housing committee, in a report to 
the council on November 18, stated thal, 
while feeling sympathetic about the com: 
pany’s difficulties, it must keep building 
costs down to a minimum. 
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TIMBER FRAME 
HOUSES FOR BRITAIN 


Ten Architects Chosen for 
Design Panel 


TEN architects, as briefly announced in 
our last issue, have now been 
selected from some 300° applicants to 
assist With the British timber housing 
programme which is being sponsored by 
the British Columbia Lumber Manufac- 
turers’ Association. Each of the ten 
architects will receive for his services a 
fee of £250 in sterling or, where prefer- 
ence is expressed for the alternative, the 
equivalent of £350 in dollars for an archi- 
tectural study tour in Canada. 

In assessing the claims of candidates 
who submitted entries for the competi- 
tion, the BCLMA _ received valuable 
assistance from their architectural consul- 
tants, Messrs. Wells and Hickman, 
AA.RIBA, of London. 

Announcing the names of the archi- 
tects who will constitute the design panel, 
Mr. G. C. EDGETT, timber development 
director of the Association, stated that 
entries had revealed a remarkable fertility 
in ideas and a creative vigour that 
augured well for the future of small house 
design in Britain. 

Members of the panel, whose names 
are given below with details of the pro- 
jects assigned to them, will begin work 
at once and it is hoped that house plans 
will be published early next spring. 

Project 1.—Terraced farmworkers’ cottages 
for farmer/landowner. One- or two-storey 
dwellings with three bedrooms. Cost per unit 
£1,800 maximum. Panel architect: Peter Bare- 
foot, AADip!, ARIBA, Ipswich, Suffolk. 

Project 2.—Bungalows for retired couples. 
Basic design for two-bedroom accommodation 
to cost £2,000. Additional details to show how 
improvements can be made for another £300. 
Panel Architect: Edward M. C. Butcher, 
AADipl, ARIBA, Poole, Dorset. 

Project 3*.—Basic house type of improved 
design which can clad with alternative 
materials to achieve variety on schemes for 
estate developer/builder. Prefabrication of 
certain components an advantage. Construction 
costs should not exceed £2,500. Panel archi- 
tects: James F. Munce, ARIBA, Belfast, and 
C. Wycliffe Noble, ARIBA, FRSA, London. 

Project 4—A_ three-bedroom _ semi-detached 
house with connecting garage. House to have 
open-plan design and electric floor heating. 
House to sell at £2,800, excluding cost of land. 
Panel architect: James B. G. Houston, 
ARIBA, Kilbirnie, Ayrshire. 

Project 5—Modern bungalow or split-level 

house for young sales agent which can he ex- 
tended in the future. Cost must not exceed 
£3,000 Panel architect: Colin Gray, DipArch, 
ARIBA, Nottingham. 
_ Project 7.—Display house for home exhibi- 
tion suitable for countrywide development later. 
House to appeal to average tastes and not to 
cost over £3,500 to build. Panel architect: Philip 
R. Middleton, DipArch, ARIBA, Middles- 
brough, Yorks. 

Project 8.—Four-bedroom rural house for 
solicitor. Open plan to which guest room and 
study can be added. Client will pay £4,000. 
Panel architect: Robert W. Paine, ARIBA, 
ARCA, Canterbury, Kent. 

Project 9.—Split-level house for advertising 
agent. Requirements include accommodation 
for four youn children and resident domestic 
help, central heating and ample storage and 








*Note.—Designs for this type of housing 

have been entrusted to two members of the 
panel. Project 6 in the original schedule— 
Rural house for civil servant’ has been 
abandoned. 


garage space. Cost up to £4,500. Panel archi- 
tect: Kenneth Wood, ARIBA, AMISE, East 
Molesey, Surrey. 

Project 10.—Modern home built by architect 
for himself. House plan to include drawing 
office near front door and spacious domestic 
offices. Construction costs should be about 
£5,000. Panel architect: J. Roy Parker, 
a BArch(Hons), ARIBA, AMTPI, Liver- 
pool. 


ECONOMY AND THE 
JOINERY INDUSTRY 
Annual Report 


[N a foreword to the annual report of 

the English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association (Incorporated), Mr. Walter 
Hide, president, states: 

The measures announced in September by 
the Government to deal with the economic 
situation will have a serious impact on the 
building industry since they are intended to 
reduce the level of building activity. 
Capital investment programmes in both the 
private and the public sectors, including the 
nationalised industries, are to be reduced, 
whilst the housing programme, already in 
the process of shrinking, will be contracted 
still further, and if the Bank Rate continues 
at its present level of 7 per cent. for any 
length of time, the number of houses started 
in 1958 will be significantly below the total 
of about 275,000 houses expected to be 
attained in 1957. 

A direct comparison between the expected 
level of building in the immediate future 
and the peak level in 1956 would, taken by 
itself, be pointless, since it will be realised 
that the post-war reconstruction programme 
cannot go on for ever. If the Government’s 
long-term economic measures succeed and 
stability is achieved the fluctuations in 
demand caused by panic measures taken in 
the past should disappear. 

Any long-term estimate of the future level 
of activity in the joinery industry should, 
therefore, be related to a more normal level 
of steady demand which would keep the 
industry as prosperous as might reasonably 
be expected, though, if these more settled 
conditions are achieved, joinery manufac- 
turers may have to readjust themselves to 
meet a situation where there may be greater 
manufacturing capacity for their products 
than the building programme will require. 

The joinery industry is probably the most 
flexible of the building material industries 
and will adapt itself to changing conditions 
as swiftly as it has done in the past, and it 
is possible that if this country joins the 
European Free Trade Area the larger 
market which will then become available 
may more than make up for any decline in 
the home demand for joinery products. This 
may perhaps be looking too far ahead, but 
it is a matter which the Association must 
keep in mind. 


The Annual Meeting 


THE annual general meeting of the Asso- 
ciation took place on November 20 at the 
May Fair Hotel. Mr. Walter Hide was re- 
elected president, with Mr. W. R. Price and 
Mr. J. Whitaker as vice-presidents and Mr. 
I. A. Rutherford as hon. treasurer. The 
following members were re-elected or 
elected to the Council: Messrs. A. G. Brown, 
H. Brown, G. F. B. Fish; G. A. Muirhead, 
M. van Westerborg, S. J. Bassett, J. R. Left- 
ley, Lieut.-Col. S. R. Sharp, W. E. Adams, 
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J. B. Austin, M. W. Beer, J. Duxbury, S. K. 
Finch, C. N. Kirkland, T. J. Mosesson, 
Lieut.-Col. H. N. Newsum, S. H. Tyson and 
P. Wildey. 

This was followed in the evening by a 
dinner-dance, at which the toast of * The 
Guests > was proposed by Mr. C. N. Kirk- 
land, of Messrs. Hollis Bros, Ltd., and 
responded to by Mr. S. F. Wilkinson, C.B., 
late Under-Secretary of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, the toast 
of ‘The Chairman’ being proposed by Mr. 
W. E. Adams, JP. 


DESIGN OF TEACHING 
LABORATORIES 
Forthcoming RIBA Symposium 


SYMPOSIUM on the Design of 

Teaching Laboratories in Universities. 
and Colleges of Advanced Technology is 
to be held at the RIBA, 66, Portland- 
place, W1, on March 14 next, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Keith Murray, BSc, 
chairman of the University Grants Com- 
mittee. 

The object of the symposium is to bring 
together science teachers and architects 
to exchange ideas and opinions on the 
kind of accommodation needed for the 
teaching of science subjects in universities 
and technical colleges. 

The discussion will be led for the 
teachers by Sir Eric Ashby, DSc, Vice- 
Chancellor of The Queen’s University, 
Belfast, and Dr. S. R. Sparkes, MICE, of 
the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, and for the architects by 
Mr. Maxwell Fry, CBE, FRIBA, and Mr. 
Grenfell Baines, ARIBA. 

They will review current practice in the 
teaching of science subjects, discuss some 
of the anxieties which are arising from 
the rapid increase in the number of 
students enrolling for degree and diploma 
courses, and examine the problem of 
providing more laboratory space for less 
money. Mr. W. H. Pritchard, of Cour- 
taulds, Ltd., will talk. about recent devel- 
opments in materials suitable for finishes 
in laboratories, and in methods of pro- 
viding the required services. 

The symposium will be held in the 
Jarvis Hall at the RIBA, and will begin 
at 2.15 p.m. There will be a break for 
tea at five o'clock; discussion will be re- 
sumed at 6.0 p.m., and is expected to last 
until approximately 8.15 p.m. 

The meeting is being organised by the 
Science Committee. Tickets for the sym- 
posium will be 1 gn. each, and will in- 
clude tea and a printed report of the pro- 
ceedings which will be published after the 
meeting. 

Tickets at 10s. each will be available to 
the first 50 Students RIBA to apply before 
March 1. Applications for tickets should 
be addressed to the Secretary, RIBA, and 
marked ‘Symposium’ on the top left- 
hand corner of the envelope. 


COMPANY NEWS 


Following the Company’s policy of decentral- 
isation, Concrete, Limited, of Hounslow, 
Middx., announce that their Northern organ- 
isation has been formed into a separate com- 
pany, Concrete (Northern), Limited. The direc- 
tors are: T. S. Lucas, chairman; T. H. G. 
Mathews, managing director; A. E. S. Jackson 
W. Dickinson, L. Wright. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 


Reductions in Local Authorities’ 
Housing Programmes 

R. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of 

Housing and Local Government, listed 
56 local authorities in England and Wales 
which had informed him that they had 
decided to reduce or stop their housing pro- 
grammes because of the latest increase in 
interest rates. 

This figure, which was given in a written 
reply on November 26, is 18 more than 
that which he announced in an oral answer 
in the House a week earlier. 

The authorities mentioned by 
Minister were :— 


ENGLAND 

Abingdon RDC; Ashby-de-la-Zouch RDC; 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UDC; Ashton-in-Makerfield 
UDC; Atherstone RDC; Atherton UDC; 
Biggleswade RDC; Billingham UDC; Congle- 
ton Borough; Doncaster CBC; Eastry RDC; 
Freebridge Lynn RDC; Frimley and Camberley 
UDC; Hambledon RDC; Heanor UDC; Hex- 
ham UDC; High Wycombe Borough; Kings- 
wood UDC; Knaresborough UDC; Lichfield 
Borough; Louth RDC; Meriden RDC; Moss- 
ley Borough; Penrith UDC; Prudhoe UDC; 
Rainford UDC; Ross and Whitchurch RDC; 
Royston UDC; Stafford RDC; Stoke-on-Trent 
CBC; Upton-on-Severn RDC; Wardle UDC; 
West Hartlepool CBC; West Kesteven RDC; 
Whiston RDC; Wimborne and _ Cranborne 
RDC; Windsor RDC: Wortley RDC; Yiewsley 
and West Drayton UDC. 

WALES 

Aberystwyth Borough; Aberystwyth RDC; 
Bedwas and Machen UDC; Fishguard UDC; 
Forden RDC; Haverfordwest RDC; Holywell 
UDC; Knighton RDC; Llan Conway RDC; 
Llanelly Borough; Lleyn, RDC; Machynlleth 
UDC; Montgomery’ Borough; Pembroke 
RDC;; Pwllheli Borough; Vaynor and Penderyn 
RDC. 


the 


Mr. Brooke informed Mr. Jeger that two 
local authorities had stated their intention 
of suspending the building of houses other 
than for slum clearance. 

Mr. JEGER said that many local authori- 
ties had had to give up building houses other 
than for slum clearance purposes. They 
had advised people on their housing lists 
that there was no hope of getting a council 
house unless the people got into a slum 
first. Was that the Minister’s housing policy 
of which he was so proud? 

Mr. BROOKE said that hardly any local 
authority need suspend their housing pro- 
gramme if they introduced a differential 
tent scheme. 

Mr. MITCHISON said that in his con- 
stituency two local authorities had suspended 
building council houses. If the Minister did 
not know what the position was, ought he 
not, as Minister, find out. 

Mr. BROOKE said that he did know what 
the position was. 


Subsidy Payments 


Mr. IREMONGER asked the Minister what 
‘was the annual total of taxpayers’ money 
paid out by the Exchequer under the Hous- 
ing Acts of 1919, 1924, 1946 and 1949; to 
what extent this sum would vary in years to 
<ome; which subjects would benefit from 
these payments, and in what respect; and 
on what principle and by whom these cate- 
gories were selected. 

Mr. BROOKE: Approximately £45m. Sub- 
sidies under the 1919 and 1924 Acts will 
start coming to an end in the early 1960’s. 


Subsidies under the 1946 Act run for 60 
years from the time the houses were built, 
those under the 1949 Act for varying periods 
from 20 years upwards. Those who benefit 
from these subsidies are tenants of local 
authority houses whose rents are reduced. 
Tenants are chosen according to housing 
need by housing authorities, who have been 
given this responsibility by Parliament. 

Mr. IREMONGER asked the Minister 
whether he was satisfied that the provision 
of taxpayers’ money to pay part of the true 
economic rent of the generality of tenants 
of council houses was justified in the circum- 
stances of to-day; and whether he would 
introduce legislation to direct this money to 
improve the housing of elderly people 
instead. 

Mr. BROOKE: I am sure that some sub- 
sidy is necessary in many cases, particularly 
in relation to houses built since the war. But 
we all know that nowadays the circum- 
stances of council tenants vary widely; and 
a local authority which has the interests of 
its poorer tenants and of its poorer rate- 
payers at heart will ensure that the subsidies 
it receives are directed to helping those who 
need help, and to the extent to which they 
need it. If local authorities pool their rents 
and adopt differential rent schemes they 
should be well able to provide accommoda- 
tion for elderly people at rents within their 
means. 

Mr. IREMONGER asked if the Minister 
would agree that the system was much too 
haphazard, and that it was time he took 
cognizance of the problem and got some 
system into the organisation. 

Mr. BROOKE said that he took cognizance 
of everything, but he was anxious not to 
interfere with the discretion of local 
authorities. Nevertheless, it had been a 
disappointment to him that up to date only 
one-seventh of the local authorities had 
adopted any kind of differential rent 
scheme. 

Mr. MITCHISON asked if the Minister was 
aware that council housing was a social 
service and not a form of charity. 

Mr. BROOKE said he was always suspicious 
when the Opposition talked about a social 
service, because the phrase often seemed 
to imply to him that someone else should 
pay for it, even when the recipients could 
afford to pay themselves. 


Thermal Insulation for Houses : 
New Bill ‘Threatened’ 


LAST session Mr. GERALD NABARRO was 

responsible for introducing the Thermal 
Insulation (Industrial Buildings) Act to save 
industrial coal and other forms of fuel in 
new factories. On November 26, during 
a debate in the Commons on the report and 
accounts of the gas and electricity indus- 
tries, he threatened the Government with 
a companion measure designed to apply 
the same principles to new houses. 

Carrying out this threat, he said, would 
depend on whether the Government were 
prepared to do anything about this them- 
selves. He had been complaining in a forth- 
right manner about wastage and national 
resources, and cited thermal insulation as 
an example of the Government’s encourage- 
ment of such wastage. 

After referring to his previous Bill he 
asked Mr. Renton, the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to Ministry of Power, who was speak- 
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ing for the Government, if he Tecognises 
the appalling state of affairs to-day jn Teh. 
tion to new houses. Did he realise that 
every house being erected, whether jt Was a 
council house or one for private Owner 
occupation, was inadequately insulated, ang 
that at a reasonable estimate, indeed On the 
low side, every new house wasted one ton 
of coal a year, or its equivalent, because af 
failure to conform to effective standards oj 
thermal insulation? 

He hoped that whatever party was jy 
power there would be an average of 250,000 
new houses a year for the next 20 Years, 
That added up to a wastage of five million 
tons of coal or coal equivalent each yea; 
for new houses alone, after 20 years byl. 
ing and lesser tonnages in the interim, 

There was a model by-law on therm 
insulation which local authorities  migh 
accept or reject as they wished, but the 
standards of that by-law were s0 feeble 
and low that they would have little impay 
on fuel economy considerations. If Mf; 
Renton were building himself Mr. Nabarro 
felt confident that he would—knowing him 
to be the foremost proponent of the cop. 
servation of fuel by the more efficient 
methods of combustion—employ appropr- 
ate architects to advise him so that the 
premises should be adequately insulated 
thermally against heat loss. 

Why did he not apply the same admirable 
principles to private houses that had been 
applied to new factories and which had 
been fully supported by the gas and ele- 
tricity industries? ‘If he does nothing 
about it,’ Mr. Nabarro went on, ‘I threaten 
him, in the utmost parliamentary sense, and 
say that I shall bring in during the session 
a Thermal Insulation (Domestic Heredita- 
ments) Bill. I shall bring in that Bill in an 
effort to apply to new houses the same 
important principles of thermal insulation 
which have been so widely accepted by Par- 
liament, professional interests and_ indus- 
trialists for new factories.’ 


Franks Committee 
Recommendations 


4,URTHER light on the Government’ 
plans to carry into effect the recom- 
mendations of the Franks committee report 
was shed by the Lord Chancellor in the 
House of Lords on November 27. The 
Commons has already been told in broad 
general outline those recommendations 
which the Government accept and intend to 
implement either legislatively or by adminis- 
trative action. (The Builder, August 9.) 
The Lord Chancellor indicated that the 
first administrative action would be made by 
the Government in January. The recom- 
mendations which they hoped to make an 
immediate start on were: 

(i) making available particulars of 4 
case before the inquiry; 

(ii) where the Ministry or _ other 
authority was to explain proposals fully 
at the inquiry supported by oral evidence; 

(iii) Officials of the department to give 
evidence at the inquiry in certain circum 
stances; 

(iv) publication of inspectors’ reports; 

(v) Ministry’s letter of decision setting 
out full findings and reasons for decision; 

(vi) local planning authorities to discuss 
applications with the appellants. 
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He agreed that it was an elementary 
principle of justice that an objector should 
know in advance what case he had to meet. 
He was authorised by his colleagues to say 
that the Ministers concerned would in future 
require authorities to see that their case was 
properly set out before an inquiry opened, 
and the Government intended by rules of 
rocedure to make this obligatory. In some 
cages reports would not include recom- 
mendations, whether because the inspector 
did not consider it appropriate to make 
specific recommendations, or because the 
Minister had asked for a factual report. 
Where recommendations were made they 
would be published as part of the report. 
The change would be brought about as soon 
as possible. 

School Building Projects 


R, ERIC FLETCHER asked _ the 
412 Minister of Education how many new 
technical colleges had been started since the 
publication of the White Paper on Technical 
Education in February, 1956. 

Mr. GEOFFREY LLoyp.—Eighteen new 
colleges and 79 major extensions of existing 
colleges. 

Mr. FLETCHER said that the House would 
welcome that statement. He asked for an 
assurance that the ambitious programme 
which had been announced with such 
enthusiasm in February was being carried 
through with the necessary impetus to 
ensure the earliest possible success. 

Mr. Ltoyp said he thought it was be- 
cause, in addition to the figures he had 
announced, and they were impressive, final 
plans for five new colleges and 17 exten- 
sions totalling £5m. had been approved, 
although work had not yet started, and 
sketch plans had been prepared for a 
further 14 new colleges and 28 major exten- 
sions to a value of more than £8m. 

Mr. Beswick asked the Minister if he 
had received detailed proposals for the first 
stage of the Uxbridge Technical College; if 
he had agreed to these proposals; and when 
he expected that building would begin. 

Mr. Ltoyp.—No, but I hope building will 
begin in 1959. 

Mr. KinG asked the Minister for the total 
minor works programme for all local educa- 
tion authorities for 1957; and for the total 
amount he had proposed for the next 15 
months, 

Mr. Lioyp.—Excluding work for the 
school meals service, £14m. and £11.2m. 
tespectively. 

Mr. KinG said that the minor works pro- 
gramme included the brightening and clean- 
ing up of the slum schools, the provision of 
laboratories for science and the provision of 
decent modern sanitation. Would the 
Minister at least put the lavatories and 
laboratories back into the programme? 


Mr. Lioyp said that much brightening 
was done under maintenance, but he 
legretted that these important additions had 
had to be deferred. 

MR. KinG asked the Minister how many 
Projects he had cut out of the local educa- 
ton authorities’ proposals for rural 
torganisation in the 1958-59 programme. 

Mr. LLoyp.—Thirty-one. . 

Mr. Dye asked the Minister how many 
county educational authorities would have 
completed their school building programme 
80 that secondary modern education was 


available to all the children for whom it 
was intended by 1960; and in how many 
counties their schemes would be incomplete 
by that date. 

Mr. Litovp.—14 and 49. 

Nash Terraces, Regents Park 
HE Crown Estate Commissioners have 
decided that some of the Nash Terraces 

at Regents Park will definitely be preserved 
for effective use for some time to come, 
that an attempt will be made to secure the 
same result for all the other terraces 
designed by Nash or Decimus Burton if it 
can be achieved without undue capital cost, 
and that, while an assured future cannot 
be foreseen vet for all the terraces, existing 
plans do not provide for the demolition of 
any such terrace or for the elevation of any 
such terrace to be altered. These decisions 
are announced by the Commissioners in a 
statement published on November 28 
(Stationery Office, price 9d.). 

Accepting the unique character of the 
terraces in Regents Park, the Commissioners 
are clear that they cannot be left in their 
existing state doomed to early decay, or 
demolished merely to erect modern replicas 
and cannot be restored to effective use if 
the cost would be £8m to £10m, which 
would be the equivalent of the estimates 
put before the Gorrell Committee in 1946. 
Moreover, the Commissioners feel that, 
before considering demolition, they must 
try to secure some effective use for them 
by restoration, coupled with a moderate 
financial return on the capital employed. 

They state that they had considered a 
national competition for a master plan of 
new buildings to compare the appearance 
and costs of buildings by modern architects, 
and the conversion of the terraces to 
modern use. After seeking advice they 
decided to omit such a competition at this 
stage, and to concentrate entirely on 
methods of preserving the existing terraces 
by conversion to modern use. 

In dealing with the biggest problem, that 
of the structural condition of the terraces, 
the Commissioners state that they could not 
recommend large amounts of capital to 
be spent unless these would result in an 
extension of the life of the buildings for 
60 years at least. While they do not accept 
or reject the ‘alarming evidence’ given to 
the Gorrell Committee on this subject 10 
years ago, they propose to test the experi- 
ence gained by the ,Ministry of Works and 
developers who have been converting old 
houses in various! places, by practical 
samples carried out by themselves and 
others. They will also try to interest any 
expert who can suggest a lowering of the 
costs. i 

The Commissioners’ decisions in relation 
to the terraces are:— 

Park Crescent, Park Square East and West 
and York Gate—(61 houses)—Preservation, 
and rebuilding where destroyed or damaged, 
and completion of extensive restoration 
works on facades. It is hoped restorations 
could be carried out without subsidy, but 
they wish to have latitude in departing from 
the purely residential use. 

Hanover and Kent Terraces (38 houses)— 
to be retained. These houses have an 
‘economic life’ of about 20 years, and 
leases will be granted or extended for that 
period in return for the carrying out of 
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improvements or the payment of increased 
rents. 

Cumberland Terrace (33 houses)—to be 
converted into flats. Mr. Louis de Soissons, 
RA, has been engaged to design and super- 
vise these conversions, preparations for 
which are well advanced. A_ structural 
engineer and quantity surveyor have also 
been engaged to ensure the work starts as 
soon as possible. The cost is estimated 
provisionally at £650,000, and the plan 
involves the production of six small houses, 
48 high-rented flats and 29 single- or two- 
roomed flats with 44 garages. 

Cambridge Gate (10 houses), Someries 
House and Cambridge Terrace Cambridge 
Gate to be demolished when possession can 
be obtained. Someries House to be 
demolished. It is proposed to select a 
skilled developer, advised by an architect 
acceptable to the Commissioners, to 
redevelop the site in harmony with the 
surrounding Nash terraces and buildings. 
Four of the 10 houses in Cambridge Terrace 
are gutted and only two are used as resi- 
dences. The possibility of including this 
later in the redevelopment scheme is not 
ruled out. 

For the remaining 221 houses in terraces 
round the Park, the Commissioners say that 
they have already been approached by 
experienced developers, asking whether they 
could be given an opportunity to try to con- 
vert a Nash Terrace into first-class residen- 
tial accommodation on a commercial basis. 
“We propose to give these developers every 
opportunity to consider the problem and to 
satisfy us that they can carry out this 
objective. Indeed, we are anxious to receive 
offers from other experienced developers, 
provided that they are advised by architects 
acceptable to us. As a result, it may be 
possible that, after large-scale conversions, 
all the buildings facing Regents Park will 
contain modern residential accommodation. 

*To assist these conversions, we shall 
need latitude to use parts of the buildings 
not facing the Park for some non-residential 
uses. It is our intention to allow a period 
of at least one year to enable these and 
other experts to give us their advice on 
this very important matter. If we. and 
they, are successful, these terraces will be 
able to be preserved. If not, we must then 
give further urgent thought to their future.’ 

Announcing the publication of the report 
to the Commons on November 28, Mr. 
BUTLER, Home Secretary and Lord Privy 
Seal, who has ultimate Ministerial respon- 
sibility for these buildings, was asked about 
a debate, but he suggested Members might 
like to study the Commissioners’ statement 
before they settled on a debate. 


No More State-Sponsored 
New Towns 


O further State-sponsored new towns 
are to be built in England and Wales, 
although the possibility of a third new town 
in Scotland to deal with Glasgow overspill 
is not ruled out. This decision was 
announced to the Commons on November 
28 by Mr. Nixon Browne, Under Secre- 
tary, Scottish Office, who was moving the 
second reading of the New Towns Bill. 
He said that the Government felt that 
if any of the large towns in England and 
Wales thought it necessary at this time to 
deal with their overspill difficulties by 
means of new towns they should build one 
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for themselves. The London County 
Council and Manchester Corporation had 
already made arrangements for doing so. 


Mr. THORNTON-KEMSLEY, a Government 
back-bencher, said that in the last few 
months he had regretfully been coming to 
the conclusion—which had been stated 
authoritatively by Mr. Browne—-that the 
Government had set their faces against any 
further new towns in England and Wales. 
He said that, as the years passed, hopes of 
a substantial alleviation of overspill diffi- 
culties from town development schemes 
began to fade.. The alternative was the 
building of high flats in already over- 
crowded areas. ; 


Recently the Building Research Station 
had found that the average building cost 
per sq. ft. of net usable floor space in six- 
storey flats was 58s. a sq. ft., rising to 67s. 
a sq. ft. for blocks of 11 or 12 storeys. 
That had to be compared with the ordinary 
two-storeyed houses which, in London, 
could be built at 38s. 6d. a sq. ft. The 
average excess cost of a high flat providing 
850 sq. ft. of usable floor space over that 
of a house of the same size was more 
than £1,000. 


There were more striking figures based 
on actual examples of development schemes 
at Aston, Birmingham, which had been 
submitted to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government for critical examination 
and comment. These showed that if the 
capital costs of making new roads, pro- 
viding electricity, sewerage and so on was 
added it was cheaper for ratepayers and 
taxpayers to build 10,000 houses in new 
towns than 10,000 high flats in central areas. 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, winding up the 
debate, said that the LCC had approached 
him spontaneously for permission to go 
forward with their own new town, and he 
had given his approval provided a suitable 
site could be found. He had told the coun- 
cil he could not undertake that money from 
the Public Works Loans Board would 
necessarily be available at the board’s rates 
for that new town. It was the desire of 
the LCC and the Manchester City Council 
to go ahead—the latter council had put in 
a planning application which was clearly 
designed to enable it to carry out new town 
development on a new town scale as a local 
authority enterprise. He had not yet had 
any approach from Middlesex. If the 
Middlesex authorities did collectively make 
a case to him for a new town he could 
assure them that it would be given careful 
consideration. The initiative must come 
from them, as it had come from the LCC. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Cost of New Towns 


In a written reply, on November 26, 
Mr. Brooke indicated that the total 
advances up to March 31 this year by him- 
self and the Secretary of State to the new 
towns were £171,752,365, of which 
£169,746,782 was outstanding. The total of 
advances by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government alone up to November 
22 were £167,567,735. Variations in the 
average cost of a three-bedroom house in 
tenders approved during 1956 compared 
with those approved in 1957 up to Novem- 
ber 22 for each of the new towns in England 


and Wales were given as:— 


1956 1957 

iS “3 
Aycliffe 1,416 1,483 
Basildon L715 1,704 
Bracknell 1,694 1,662 
Corby 1,516 1,501 
Crawley 1,712 1,731 
Cwmbran 1,593 1,628 
Harlow 1,710 1,664 
Hatfield _ 1,805* T 
Hemel Hempstead... 1,635 1,626 
Peterlee er 1,630 1,669 
Stevenage ... ine 1,649 1,599 
Welwyn Garden City 12 ‘1,643 


*Monthly rented houses only approved 
during the period. 
+No tenders approved in the period January 


1, 1957 to November 22, 1957. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
London-Brighton Highway 


Mr. TEELING aSked the Minister of Trans- 
port what plans were being made for a new 
highway from London to Brighton; where 
branch highways would lead to other south 
coast resorts; and when he contemplated 
starting and finishing this highway. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, in a written 
reply on November 28, stated.—Possible 
routes are being surveyed and discussed with 
the local authorities concerned for a motor 
road which will leave the LCC area at 
Mitcham and rejoin A.23 near Handcross, 
but I cannot say when the scheme will be 
carried out. It will not include branch 
highways to other south coast resorts. 


BUILDING IN THE 
CITY 


Common Council Approve Lease 


A BUILDING lease of 56,422 sq. ft. of 

land bounded by Route II, Wood- 
street, London Wall and Barbers’ Hall has 
been granted to Mr. Joseph Gold for the 
erection of a building for use as offices, 
shops, licensed premises, showrooms and/ 
or warehouse accommodation. This was 
approved by the Court of Common Coun- 
cil at their meeting at Guildhall on Novem- 
ber 28 on the recommendation of the 
Improvements and Town Planning 
Committee. 

Included in the terms of the grant are: 
the ground rent to be £30,000 a year; the 
cost of the completed building to be not 
less than £670,000; and the developer to be 
precluded from objecting under the Lon- 
don Building Acts or under the London 
County Council (General Powers) Act, 1954, 
to the erection of other high buildings on 
Corporation-owned land within a radius of 
100 yds. 

The Improvements and Town Planning 
Committee are to seek the formal approval 
of the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and the consent of the Minister 
of Transport and Civil Aviation to the clos- 
ing of parts of London Wall, Monkwell- 
street, Fell-street and Wood Street-square. 

The Common Council approved the fol- 
lowing proposed developments: Recon- 
struction of the Church of St. Andrew-by- 
the-Wardrobe, Queen Victoria-street (Mar- 
shall Sisson, of Farm Hall, Godmanchester, 
Huntingdon); 
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Comprehensive redevelopment by th 
erection of three buildings on the north side 
of West Harding-street and one building on 
the south side of West Harding-street for 
use as Offices and incorporating licensed 
premises, at 19-21 and part of 22-35, Fetter. 
lane, 1-6, West Harding-street, part of 1-27 
(odd), Great New-street, part of 5 and | 
la, 1b, Ic, 1d, If, 2b, 2c and 2d Dean-lane 
part of Nevill’s-court and Goldsmith's. 
court, part of 13, 14 and 16, New Street. 
square and part of 12-16, Plough-place 
(A. F. Westmore, 121, Cheapside, EC2); 

Erection of a new building for use a 
offices, with shops on the ground floor of 
the wing fronting Watling-street, at 10-15 
Queen-street, 58-66, Watling-street, and > 
and 3, Well-court (Fitzroy Robinson and 
H. H. Bull, 3, Gray’s Inn-square, WC1), 

The Common Council further approved 
an outline application for the erection of a 
new building for use as offices, at 12-29 
Noble-street, 1-3 and part of 4, Fitchett’. 
court, part of 10, 11 and 12, Oat-lane, and 
part of 15 and 17, Silver-street (Gunton and 
Gunton, Empire House, St. Martins-le. 
Grand, EC1), and also the drawings for the 
erection of a new building for use ag offices 
at 30-34, Moorgate (T. P. Bennett and Son, 
43, Bloomsbury-square, WC1). 

It was agreed to refuse permission for 
the extension of a new building by an 
additional floor to a development already 
sanctioned, at 56-58, Cheapside and 1, Bow- 
lane (Gunton and Gunton). The reasons 
for the refusal were: The floor space is 
excessive having regard to the area of the 
site, and would not comply with the Cor- 
poration’s plot ratio standard; the height of 
the building is excessive having regard to 
the proximity of the site of St. Mary-le- 
Bow Church; the general massing and the 
architectural appearance of the building are 
unsatisfactory and do not accord with the 
proposals which have received planning per- 
mission; and the proposals would conflict 
with the Corporation’s proposals for the 
comprehensive development of the area in 
which the site is situated. 

CAPTAIN ALFRED INSTONE asked if the 
re-rating of industry at 50 per cent. instead 
of 25 per cent., and the proposed changes 
in the equalisation grants were expected tc 
result in a much desired reduction in the 
present ‘heavy burden’ on City rate 
payers. 

Replying, Mr. Leste PRINcE, chairman 
of the Rates Finance Committee, said that 
the doubling of the industrial rate contri- 
bution would: make a £150,000 increase in 
the rate value of the city, which stood at 
£114 millions. Taking the position as 4 
whole, the City would gain from the doub- 
ling of rates payable on industrial and 
freight transport hereditaments. 


LMBA Labour Relations Officer 


Mr. J. D. Long has been appointed 
Labour Relations Officer to the LMBA 
in succession to the late Mr. G. W. 
Hogg. Mr. Long has been on the staff of 
the LMBA since 1921, and for a consider- 
able time was in charge of the general 
office. For the last few years he has been 
secretary of the London Association of 
Master Stonemasons and Honorary Secte- 
tary of the Builders’ Clerks Benevolent 
Institution. He is honorary secretary of the 
LMBA Cricket Club. 
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Specialist Sub - contractors 
THE ANNUAL LUNCHEON 


HE annual luncheon of the Federation 
of Associations of Specialists and 
-contractors Was held at the May Fair 


esa Wl, on November 28, with the 
president, Mr, Frank Woodcock, in the 
chair. 


‘a9 the toast of the Federation, 
Mat E. Scorr, CBE, V-PRIBA, said he 
brought greetings from Mr. K. M. B. Cross, 
President of the RIBA, who but for an 
engagement in Liverpool would have been 
present at the luncheon. = 

Continuing, Mr. Scott recalled the days 
when he was first in practice, 45 years ago, 
and commented that at that time there 
were very few specialist items in a building 
that could not be dealt with by the main 
contractor. Now, one had only to look 
at the pages of the technical journals to see 
what a great change there had been. To- 
day, long before the architect got to the 
working drawing stage of a project many 
consultations with specialists were inevi- 
table. He viewed this change as part of 
the evolution of building. One effect of it 
was that relationships between architects 
and specialists were now more intimate. 

In his response the PRESIDENT recalled 
that the RIBA had given much encourage- 
ment to their movement in its early days 
and there remained on the specialists’ part 
a bond of affection and respect towards the 
Royal Institute. ‘In those days,’ he said, 
‘the Royal Institute was taking the lead in 
many fields; in particular, in establishing 
those corner stones of good building prac- 
tice—the RIBA Main Contract and the 
Standard Sub-Contract form.’ 

In the last 12 years, Mr. Woodcock con- 
tinued, the architect had had to face a 
revolution in his conditions of work. The 
individual private client had to a large ex- 
tent disappeared and the new corporate em- 
ployer dominated the building scene. Many 
of these were apt to set their hearts on hav- 
ing architectural and building departments 
of their own; and, when this had happened, 
it had produced strains and stresses in the 
architect’s relationship, on the one side with 
his client, and on the other with the rest of 
the building team—and, perhaps, in the 
architect’s conception of his own position. 
The financial and business side had become 
much more complex and it did not enjoy 
quite the same independence as it used to 
have. 

‘It has been suggested,’ the speaker 
declared, ‘that architects should concen- 
trate entirely on the design side of their 
work. I will not insult anyone by a 
reference to “ivory towers,’ but from 
time to time some of us have felt that the 
architect was being urged to become a little 
too remote. It is my hope and belief that 
architects will resist. The members of this 
Federation want the architect to remain, as 
he always has been, the principal figure in 
the building contract, employing his skill 
and experience to give his client the build- 
ing he wants and, to that end, directing the 
rest of us. He should occupy, too, the 
Position of arbiter between us and, indeed, 
between the contracting side of the industry 
and his client. 

‘If the architect were to relax his grip 
and allow his contracts to be run on the 


basis of whatever doctrine may be tem- 
porarily in fashion, then the industry 
would lose its efficiency. It is for him, at 
his discretion, to take decisions on the basis 
of his practical experience, the character of 
the particular job and his client’s needs: 
to make use of the particular skills of con- 
tractors and specialists as and when he 
needs them. 

‘It is in the light of these beliefs that I 
add a few words on two subjects which my 
members will expect me to touch on. The 
first is the vexed subject of nomination, on 
which I think too much ink has been spilt 
and too much said, It follows from my 
view of the architect’s position that if he 
thinks that his client’s interests are best 
served by placing work amongst a par- 
ticular group of firms, or even,—though to 
shirk competition is not the policy of this 
Federation—with a particular firm, then he 
should do so, and should not be diverted 
by any doctrinaire views on the subject. I 
do not think I need add anything further to 
that statement. 

‘Secondly, I want to refer to what has 
been the most significant event of the year 
—the announcement by the Minister of 
Works that Government Departments had 
decided to revert, under stated conditions, 
to a system of fixed price tendering. Like 
many others, the Council of the Federation 
and I felt doubts whether the decision was 
timely. We foresaw many difficulties; sup- 
pliers by and large did not and still do not 
see their way to give firm quotations in 
advance of delivery dates. The contracting 
side, moreover, does not see why the whole 
risk must fall on them. However, I do not 
propose to dwell on those considerations 
for I believe that subsequent events may 
have overtaken them. 


‘ Falling-off of Work’ 

‘The raising of the Bank rate and a fur- 
ther tightening of credit facilities, coupled 
with some cuts in the public sector of the 
building programme, have been followed by 
conditions in which, if I am not mistaken, 
there is already a falling-off of work. That 
may only be temporary, and the trend may 
be reversed when the Government’s 
measures have taken effect. But, candidly, 
these times of crisis have occurred far too 
frequently these last ten years. I am going 
to repeat what I know has been said be- 
fore, that the building industry answers 
very slowly to the helm, but once a move- 
ment towards contraction is started, it 
gathers way and it is an anxious business 
to expand again.’ 

For themselves, the President went on, 
in so far as trading conditions permitted, 
they would, ke could promise, do what they 
could to reduce building costs. The 
Ministry of Works, as a client of the in- 
dustry, framed its policies as its interests 
dictated and in the light of its own respon- 
sibilities and circumstances. ‘I am not con- 
vinced, however, that the interests and cir- 
cumstances of other clients of the industry 
make a similar course desirable or possible. 
I have said for many years that the reduc- 
tion of building costs should be a matter 
for study by the industry as a whole on a 
practical basis. I believe that, were that 
done, some surprising facts would emerge, 
and many of the doctrinaire policies at 
present advanced disappear overnight.’ 
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In conclusion, Mr. Woodcock returned 
to his earlier theme. ‘We hope,’ he 
declared, ‘that architects will not allow 
themselves to be jockeyed by circumstances 
out of full control of every building con- 
tract. So long as they remain so they will 
not find us, as business men, difficult to do 
business with or slow to meet their require- 
ments. Under their leadership I am sure 
that the industry is capable of greater 
achievements than ever before.’ 

The toast of the guests was felicitously 
proposed by Mr. P. C. Forp, JP, and the 
response was by Sim EDwaARD Muir, KCB, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Works. 


RECENT BRITISH 
TRADE MARKS 


(THE following particulars, which are ex- 

tracts from the Trade Marks Journal, 
are reproduced with permission of HM 
Stationery Office. The Trade Marks Journal 
can be obtained from the Patent Office, 
annual subscription £5. 

PROFERRAL: 767006. Paints, varnishes, lac- 
quers, etc. Pieter Schoen & Zoon N.V., Oost- 
zijde 41, Zaandam, Holland. 

TYLOGLAZE: B766882. Coatings (in the nature 
of paint) for use in finishing the surfacing of 
interior walls. Quickset Water Sealers, Ltd., 20, 
Albert Embankment, SE11. 

Hipact: 767839. Pipes and fittings therefor 
all made of thermoplastics and included in 
srs 17. Extrudex, Ltd., Western-rd., Bracknell, 

erks. 

TYLOGLAZE: B753341. Cementitious material 
(not in the nature of paint) for surfacing in- 
terior walls. Quickset Water Sealers, Ltd., 20, 
Albert Embankment, SEI1. 

NuRAPHALTE: 764793. Building materials, 
road-making materials, roofing and chimney 
pots, being made of metal; pipes of earthen- 
ware or of cement; and buildings made of 
timber and of asbestos-cement ; but not includ- 
ing plywood, timber, asphalt mastic or roofing 
felt. Cellactite & British Uralite, Ltd., Cellac- 
tite House, Whitehall-pl., Gravesend, Kent. 

UconTER: 767732. Buildings (not being fixed 
metal structures) and parts of buildings included 
in Class 19, building materials and removable 
shuttering for concrete for use in building 
operations, none being wholly or principally of 
metal. The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 34, St. 
James-st., SW1. 

_ Evotastik: 765530. Compounds for sealing 
joints in concrete, Evode, Ltd., Common-rd., 
Stafford. 

JELLIDEC: 767886. Paints, varnishes, distem- 
pers, japans, etc. John Mathews & Co., Ltd., 
Phillips-st., Wauxhall-rd., Liverpool. 

EPOXAMINE : 767969. Paints, varnishes, 
japans, lacquers, etc. Screeton Paintmaker, Ltd., 
Fishers Court, Besson-st., SE14. 

POLYSTRIPA: B767757. Preparations for re- 
moving paint. Polycell Products, Ltd., 73, High- 
wate-rd., NWS. 

METADEX: 768305. Paints, varnishes, and 
enamels. W. & J. Leigh, Ltd., Tower Works, 
Mill Hill, Bolton. Lancs. 

OrF SHORE: 768464. Paints, varnishes, distem- 
ners, japans, lacquers, etc. British Paints, Ltd., 
Portland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

‘CEMFORM: 768119. Plywood; composition 
panels, laminated composition boards and com- 
position blocks; and panels, laminated boards 
and blocks all made of wood: all for use in 
building or decoration. The National Plywood 
Corporation, Ltd., Carpenters-rd., E15. 

CRETEFORM: 768120. As above. 

PoLYTILE: 768065. Paints, varnishes, distem- 
pers, japans, lacquers, etc. Corrosion, Ltd., 
Warsash-rd., Warsash. Hants. 

ARTEX COVE: 764774. Concave mouldings of 
metal for use in building. Artex Products 
(Decorations), Ltd., Brookside Industrial Estate, 
Rustington, Sussex. 

DIAFRAME: 768053. Non-metallic pre-formed 
parts of buildings. H. Newsum Sons & Co., 
Ltd., Carr-la., Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. 

PLyBRac: 768348. Building materials (not of 
metal) in the form of boards. nanels. sections 
and interconnecting elements. Wilkinsons (Brad- 
ford), Ltd.. 119, Hall-la., Bradford 4. 

Brax: 768674. As above. 
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‘The Design and Detailing of Screen Walls’ 


SOME FACTORS AFFECTING DESIGN 


"THE secona of six weekly lectures on 
the ‘ Design and Detailing of Screen 
Walls’ being held by the Brixton School 
of Building, Ferndale-road, SW4, was 
given, on November 7, by Mr. JouHNn D. 
Kay, ARIBA. The following notes on 
this lecture (given at the Building Centre) 
have been provided by the school: 

Mr. Kay commenced by saying that 
there was no reason why curtain walling 
should not give the same performance 
as traditional construction. Curtain 
walling had the advantage of lightness 
and speed of erection but certain systems 
had many defects; performance was 
sometimes erratic, the mastic often 
hardened, the colours faded, maintenance 
was unpredictable and the materials used 
were costly and in most cases more ex- 
pensive than traditional construction. The 
price difference between different systems 
was often considerable. 


Three Chief Factors 

The maximum advantages of lightness 
were achieved in tall buildings where the 
weight of curtain walling was 1/10 that 
of traditional wall construction. 

In the time available to him he proposed 
to consider three of the chief factors 
affecting design of screen walls: (1) Weather 
resistance. (2) Accommodation of move- 
ment. (3) Thermal insulation. 

Movement in joints made the curtain 
wall particularly vulnerable to rain penetra- 
tion especially as the ‘run-off’ was 100 per 
cent. Non-absorbent surfaces were sub- 
ject to a very heavy ‘load’ and this was 
of course considerably more than in tradi- 
tional buildings. Brickwork for example 
provided defence in depth, and 134 in. solid 
wall or 11 in. cavity was usually sufficient 
protection. Scouring of the joints of the 
curtain wall was a special problem to be 
overcome. All the principles of tradi- 
tional construction needed to be brought to 
bear on the problem of rain penetration, 
and indeed many systems incorporated 
traditional details with advantage. 

Weathering details were bound up with 
aesthetics. For example weathering con- 
siderations favoured running the transoms 
through whereas for aesthetic reasons it 
might be necessary to run the mullions 
through on an elevation. 

Mastics today were considerably better 
in quality than a few years ago but it was 
still unwise to rely on this medium for 
weather exclusion. There should be a 
sound mechanical joint first and the mastic 


should be treated as a second line of 
defence. 
Movement could be divided into two 
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categories—thermal movement and mois- 
ture movement. Thermal movement was the 
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Differential thermal movement 


most serious and more research was needed 
in this field. The temperature differences 
in this country could be as much as 80 deg.- 
90 deg. F. for air temperature and the 
temperature difference in panel materials 
as much as 160 deg. F. Under such tem- 
perature differences materials might change 
shape and paint and mastic deteriorated 
rapidly. With a temperature difference of 
80 deg. F. aluminium would move Hin. in 
10 ft., wood 4 in. in 10 ft. (across grain 
4 in. in 10 ft.) and glass 1/16 in. in 10 ft. 

An attempt should be made at control- 
ling the effects of the sun outside the build- 
ing rather than inside, e.g., by sun or 
venetian blinds. Choice of material and 
colour would reduce thermal transmission. 
Light colours and polished surfaces should 
be preferred to dark and matt surfaces. 

The following figures were quoted to 
illustrate this: 


Absorption Amount of 
of Sun Remits total 
Rays Retained 
Black Paint 90% 90% 9% 
White Paint 30% 90% 3% 
Polished 
Aluminium 10% % 9% 


Great care must be taken to avoid differ- 
ential thermal movement between different 
materials and in some cases within a single 
panel. The problem was to. provide 
adequate movement whilst at the same time 
giving full protection against rain penetra- 
tion. Moisture movement must also be 
taken into account—timber 3 in. in 10 ft. 
and asbestos cement 1/16 in. in 10 ft. 


Thermal Insulation 


With regard to thermal insulation it was 
fortunate that so many excellent light- 
weight materials were available. ‘Do not 
waste the insulation by by-passing it. Do 
not have cracks going right through the 
wall. Avoid the “cold bridge” in which 
heat passes directly through a material to 
the outside air. Heat lost by this means 
could be as much as through an entire 
panel. More research is needed into solar 
heat gains and into reducing the high cost 
of double glazing,’ said Mr. Kay, who 
concluded: 

‘A final word must be said about main- 
tenance. Cheap materials could be sup- 
plied at low capital costs which would be 
costly to maintain. On the other hand the 
supply of expensive materials at high capital 
cost, thus reducing maintenance cost, may 
be more expensive over a longer period if 
mortgage rates are considered at between 
7 per cent.-10 per cent.’ 
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In the short discussion which folio, 
the following points were made: A pine 
restrained account of what happened oe 
UN Headquarters building was rg 
Penetration occurred during exceptions 
conditions only—and many of the ‘ime 
made no mention of the number of “9 
dows left open. In fact, amount of he 
tration was relatively small and subsequen 
action completely eliminated trouble, 

Attention was again drawn to the feagj. 
bility of disposing of excess surfa 
ture along transoms and mullions 
tain wall systems. 


Ce mois- 
of cur. 


Avoiding Condensation 

During a discussion of the process af 
avoiding condensation in cavities or between 
insulating layers. Mr. Kay agreed that 
the advisability of ventilated cavity con 
struction must be judged relative to cp. 
ditions (e.g., UN building), but he felt it 
was a method to be preferred generally t 
the use of vapour barriers as a means of 
controlling condensation. It was suggese4 
that insulators being generally absorbey 
such * wetting’ as may be caused by cop. 
densation was not important. 

Attention was drawn to possible con¢- 
tions of high external humidity whic 
would reverse normal condensation probs 
lems and to the possible need, in ait 
conditioned buildings, to conserve internal 
humidity. 


BUILDING EXHIBITION 
CRAFT COMPETITIONS 
Distribution of Prizes to 
Apprentices 


R. HARMAR NICHOLLS, JP, MP, 

Parliamentary Secretary to _ the 
Ministry of Works, distributed the prizes at 
the conclusion of a very successful pro- 
gramme of craft competitions for building 
apprentices held at Olympia during the 
Building Exhibition under the sponsorship 
of the National Joint Council for the Build. 
ing Industry. 

Mr. W. H. Forspike, CBE, Chairman of 
the National Joint Apprenticeship Board, 
took the chair, and in his opening remarks 
referred to the wider scope of the competi- 
tions as compared with those of 1955 and 
expressed his appreciation of the com: 
petent way in which the organisers had 
dealt with their problems. He expressed 
his board’s and the National Joint Councils 
indebtedness to Mr. H. J. Adams and his 
colleagues on the Board’s Sub-Committee: 
to the members of the Organising Com 
mittee directly responsible for the arrange 
ments; to Mrs. Montgomery for the ver 
generous terms upon which she allocated 
space for the competitions, and to all th 
other bodies and organisations whose con 
tributions to the fund had made the com 
petitions possible. 

He referred also to the very great interes 
in the competitions shown by HM The 
Queen on the occasion of her visit to t 
Exhibition. He then introduced M. 
Harmar Nicholls whose presence, he said 
reflected the very happy association of the 
Ministry of Works and the Building Ir 
dustry. : 

Mr. NICHOLLS commenced by  sajyill 
that if the Building Exhibition was the sho! 
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window of building, the apprentice com- 
petitions were the shop window of those 
who worked in the industry. The value of 
such shop windows should not be under- 
rated in view of the need to attract the right 
type of recruit to the industry. Other in- 
dustries might hit the headlines but, in fact, 
everything in the first place depended upon 
the skill and adaptability of the builders. 
Just as the Royal Engineers—whose tie he 
was wearing—built the bridges over which 
troops moved into action, so the building 
industry built the buildings that bridged the 
gap to an expanded economy and a higher 
standard of living. 

This series of competitions, with nearly 
twice as many competitors as in 1955, had 
shown that the level of craftsmanship in 
the building industry was equal to that of 
any industry in the country and they had 
done more than that; they had shown that 
the right type of young man was coming 
into the industry and had provided a living 
example of what could be achieved by the 
co-operation of employers’ organisations, 
trades unions, local education authorities 
and craft guilds. 

Speaking as a politician, he ventured to 
say that if that kind of co-operation were 
more widespread over the industrial field, 
industrial problems would be decimated. It 
was such co-operation that the country 
needed and he expressed his personal 
pleasure at being invited to be so closely 
associated with it. 

‘Building’s Future Assured’ 

The future of the building industry was, 
he said, assured and recruits to the industry, 
esides being able to count on an assured 
position and worthwhile material rewards 
for initiative and efficiency, could feel that 
they would make a great contribution to 
the community. 

Mr. Nicholls then distributed prizes to 
some 50 apprentices representing, alto- 
gether, 13 technical colleges, including col- 
leges at Manchester, Southampton, Wey- 
mouth and the London region. Trophies 
provided by a wide range of donors, includ- 
ing Craft Guilds and industrial organisa- 
tions, were also presented to representatives 
of the technical colleges from which win- 
ning teams had entered. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Nicholls was pro- 
posed by Mr. J. H. MILLS, vice-chairman 
of the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board, and seconded by Mr. HARVEY 
Frost, OBE (Chairman of the Registration 
and Certification Committee of the 
NJAB), 


National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry : Building Apprentices 
Craft Competitions 


GROUP I UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE 


BRICKWORK :—First : D. L. Beerling, 
Bromley College of Art (W. R. Oldham): and 
. C. Lockyer, Bromley School of Art (Higgs 
& Hill Ltd). Second: A. W. Winterborne, 
Hammersmith School of Building, Arts 
& Crafts (C. P. Roberts): and B. F. Jetten, 
Eastbury-grove, Chiswick (Dearsley & 
Carter). Special: M. Curnick, East Ham Tech- 
nical Coliege (Curnick Bros.). 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY :—First: B. 
Parker, SE Essex Technical College, (Worral 
Bros.); and C. F. Camp, SE Essex Technical 
College (Haines Warwick, Ltd.). Second: S. 
Eldridge, Medway College of Technology 
(Parkham Ltd.); and C. Puxty, Medway — 
fi sjechnology (Bowater Pulp & Paper Mills 


MASONRY :—First: J. Pestill, LCC Brixton 
School of Building (South Western Stone 
Co.). Second: A. McCord, Gt. Titchfield- 
street School of Building (Frank Mortimer 
Ltd.). Third: F. Shepherd, LCC School of 
Building (Marble Products Ltd.). 


PAINTING AND DECORATING :—First: 
D. Button, Willesden Technical College (Hol- 
land & Hannen and Cubitts): and J. Mead, Wil- 
lesden Technical College (Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts). Second: M. G. Nash, LCC Brix- 
ton School of Building (R. Mansell Ltd.): and 
A. G. Boardman, LCC Brixton School of Build- 
ing (J. Jarvis & Co., Ltd.). 


PLASTERING :—First: J. Upton, Willesden 
Technical College (A. H. Butcher & Co., 
Ltd.); and R. Philo, Willesden Technical Col- 
lege (Alan Milne Ltd.). Second: G. His- 
cock, Bromley School of Art (Romei & Sons 
Ltd.); and R. G. Stevens, Bromley School of 
Art (Plastering Ltd.). 

PLUMBING :—First: R. F. Eldridge, East 
Ham Technical College (Haines & Warwick 
Ltd.); and D. T. Morgan, East Ham Technical 
College (North Thames Gas Board). Second: 
R. M. Mallick, Willesden Technical College (J. 
Shouksmith); and A. F. Hill, Willesden Tech- 
nical College (Trollope & Colls). 

WALL AND FLOOR TILING :—First: 
Norman Harris, LCC Brixton School of Build- 


ing. (Zanelli (Tiling) Ltd.). Second: R. G. 
Bell, East Ham Technical College (A. H. 
Herbert & Co.). 

GROUP II. COMPETITORS UP TO 


21 YEARS OF AGE 

BRICKWORK :—First: D. G. Saltmarsh, 
SE Essex Technical College (E. J. Saltmarsh): 
and W. K. Weir (W. & C. French). Second: 
R. Lipscombe, Medway College of Technology 
(F. Parham Ltd.); and J. E. House (E. Bishop 
& Sons). 

CARPENTRY 


AND JOINERY :—First: 


R. Marchi. Southampton Technical College 
(British Railways SME Dept.); and J. F. Butt 
(Lloyd & Jenkins). Second: B. K. Taylor, 


Willesden Technical College (Hickman’s 
Ltd.): and C. R. Hetherington (John Laing & 
Sons Ltd.). 

MASONRY :—First: J. A. Gammon, LCC 
Brixton School of Building (Trollope & Colls 


Ltd.). Second: E. Rees, LCC Brixton School 
of Building (South Western Stone Co.). 
Third: M. E. Burden, Wevmouth Technical 
College. (The Bath and Portland Stone Firms 
Ltd.). 

PAINTING AND DECORATING :—Fitst: 
N. L. A. Staples, Woolwich Polytechnic (Whit- 
bread & Co.): and M. J. Tassell (Duresco 
Products Ltd.). Second: S. A. Hall. Royal 
College of Art. Manchester. (W. S. Hall); and 


A. Robson (J. Cantrell & Sons). 

PLASTERING :—First: R. Wells, Willesden 
Technical College (W. G. Venn): and D. 
Wickens (W. G. Venn). Second: B. H. Bond, 
East Ham Technical College. (A. Charlwood 
& Sons Ltd.): and R. C. Gardner (Clark & 
Fenn Ltd.). 


PLUMBING :—First: M. McCarthy, East 
Ham Technical College (Trollope & Colls 
Ltd.): and J. Taylor (Harland & Wolff 
Ltd.). Second: A. Bradstreet, Tottenham 


Technical College (Building Installations Ltd.): 


and K. Widdescombe. (Holloway Bros. 
Ltd.). 

WALL AND FLOOR TILING:—Fitst: 
E. C. Hickson. LCC Brixton School of Build- 
ing (Builders Merchants Ltd.). Second: G. 
Visco, Mill Street, Manchester. (Hulme & 
Potts Ltd.). 

TROPHIES 


BRICKWORK :—Group I: Guild of Brick- 
layers, Bromley College of Art: (II) London 
Brick Co., SE Essex Technical College. 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY :—(1) In- 
corporated Institute of Certified Carpenters. 
SE. Essex Technical College; (II) Incorporated 
Institute of Certified Carpenters, Southampton 
Technical College. 

MASONRY :—(1)_ College of Masons 
(Medal), J. Pestill: (11) College of Masons, 
AUBTW (Medal), J. A. Gammon (Trollope & 
Colls Ltd.). 

PAINTING AND  DECORATING:—(D 
London Association of Master Decorators, 
Willesden Technical College. 

PLASTERING :—{1) British Plaster_ Board 
(Holdings) Ltd., Willesden Technical College; 
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(ID British Plaster Board (Holdings) Ltd., Wil- 
lesden Technical College ; (1) and (II) Plasterers 
Craft Guild, Plaque awarded to each Group; 
to be retained by College. 

PLUMBING :—(Sheet Copper and Pipe 
Work): Grade (I) ICI Metals Division, East 
Ham Technical College; Grade (II) ICI Metals 
Division, Erith Technical College. 


‘IS A STATUE A BUILDING’? 
Evidence at Recent Inquiry 


OME time ago Mr. Thomas Wooler, of 
Liverpool, cemented together six pieces 
of bombed masonry, set the result in a 
concrete base, and called it first ‘Testament’ 
and later ‘Man.’ His creation now stands 
at a road junction in the suburb of Upton 
on a site made available by a property com- 
pany, but the Corporation of Birkenhead 
have refused planning permission for it. 

Mr. Wooler’s appeal was the subject of 
an inquiry held recently at Birkenhead, and 
an interesting point was made at the hear- 
ing by his solicitor, Mr. LESLIE WYNN 
Evans, who said that he reserved his client’s 
right to go to the Courts about the inter- 
pretation of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947. A building operation, he 
pointed out, was not exhaustively defined by 
the Statute. Section 119 said that such 
operations included rebuilding, structural 
alterations of or additions to buildings, and 
other operations normally undertaken by a 
person carrying on business as a builder. 

The intention was to use the words not 
with any ‘Alice in Wonderland’ meaning, 
but in the way they were normally used by 
persons of common sense. If Mr. Wooler’s 
work amounted to a building operation for 
which planning permission was necessary, 
then children would need temporary plan- 
ning permission to build a snowman or put 
a Gtiy Fawkes together. 

Mr. A. THELWELL, who represented the 
Corporation, referred. to the model village 
case in 1952, Buckinghamshire CC _ vy. 
Callingham, the principle of which, he sub- 
mitted, covered the case of ‘Man.’ That 
was a decision that, notwithstanding their 
small size, the works comprising “Bekonscot’ 
in a garden at Beaconsfield were * develop- 
ment.’ 

‘he Minister’s decision will be announced 
in due course. 


BIRMINGHAM OVERSPILL 
Agreement Expected with Redditch 


FOLLOWING a meeting between representa- 
tives of Birmingham and Redditch Councils 
it is expected that an agreement will be made 
for Birmingham overspill to be housed at 
Rédditch. 

ALD. W. T. BowEN, Birmingham Overspill 
Committee chairman, said that many points 
previously in doubt had been clarified at the 
nieeting. He hoped it would be possible for 
the two authorities to conclude an agreement 
to transfer both industry and population. 
This, he said, would be under normal over- 
spill arrangements—under which a receiving 
authority builds the houses, and the ex- 
sorting authority pays a rate fund contribu- 
tion. 

Ald. Bowen would not comment on the 
number of houses which may be built at 
Redditch, but previously 1,000 to be erected 
over five years were proposed. He said a 
report would be submitted to each authority 


. for a decision. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





er information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to ‘large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
€x merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
: ee: 

Pit Ballast sos peryd, Ey A 
Pit Sand gs > _ 1-6 
Washed Sand . sie com Si aes ss - i >: 38 
7* Shingle... ne ‘nis cs san ists ce 140 

in. Broken Brick... ae se ae ~ a re ee 
(Pan Breeze ae ce 16 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3) Os 10 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site sis . per ton 512 0 

1 to 6 tons, site i ra 6 4 0 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6- -ton ‘loads and up- 

wards to site ane 5 62-06 

1 to 6tons do. site oe 614 6 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 


ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ove Pe 812 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 780s. Od. oti ton. 
White Portland Cement ane ss an i317 6 
Under | ton ... per cwt. 16 11 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening ) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s. Od. to £14 Ss. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 7 4 6 


Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up is 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London d = 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 
sites) . as . per cwt. 1 8 6 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks sie sisi oe ... per1,000 13 14 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... _ ban oa sis i 12.13: 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... sie wae eis a 9 40 
Mild Stocks... pa 8 19 O 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The. question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. ss 
District Commons ... ap ‘5 5.18. 0 
Cellular ‘| i se Ras ae sy 518 0 
Keyed do. ont Sse ius ii es a 6 6 8 
Rustics ~ sts ase seis ~ sists ne 710 O 
Cellular Rustics ssi - = ane -_ i 710 0 
Single Bullnose Commons Sse ots si *s 412 °6 
Sandfaced ... ame ses ‘a - sve ie 810 0 
Tuscans See we Soe ~ sae es is 9 5 0 
Saxons os ste ae ee ase se es 913 0 
Golden Buffs. aa ‘sé ig ssi is ” 10 0 O 
Dapple Light ; ins a 10 7 6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) = a 22 15 6 
», Bullnose (London Stations)... ‘ — “5 30 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ca = in 2615 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) si ane me 10 15 6 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) .. -_ “ 10 2 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) ~— a 718 6 
2¢in. Best anne Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) ase ea oe a 29 9 9 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) ‘6 —_ na 35 7 9 
in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) rr ‘s 33 0 0 
hin Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) - 15 18 6 
3! vom “uaa ‘Multi Red Facings (London siden 
24 in  Hand-made Sandfaced I Red Facings (London ae 
eS) .. 








£ 
2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings * 

(London sites) per 1,000 1618 ¢ 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry Red Facings, Berk- 

shire district (London sites) ms 18 14 9 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ss 18 14 9 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London. sites) . me 4217 6 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) ” 14 49 
2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock’ Facings 

(London sites) Pe 15 16 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White, ory, B ‘Brown— 

Stretchers A ° ane Pe 64 0 0 

Headers es . one ane Pa 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 43 in. Flats | aa eS nS 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... A iP see ose aa 85 0 0 

Double Headers... are Sas tee aa 5 77 10 0 

One side and two ends ___... cae xr ee = 87 0 0 

Two sides and oneend ae ast ae% ae 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints ae 22 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 323 % for Best quality and 
plus 323% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLOW CLaAy PartiTION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
*2 in 140 yds. r ial yd. sup, 45 
*2% in. Sis 140 yds. = 4 8 
“3 1n; (3 cavity) 120 yds. ss 
BUILDING BLOCKs (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) ie 110 yds. A Ss 57 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. ee pe es 6 10 
6 in. (83 in. X 5% in. ‘y 1,250 blocks ‘ ; per 1,000 26 18 0 


*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 


2 in. 100 yds. + per yd. sup. 3 9 
24 in. 85 yds. : ss 44 
3 in. 75 yds. = 53 
4 in. 55 yds. s cf 6 5 
CRANHAM 

2 in. eee ome = ee ‘ B35 kee r 6 9 
2} in. ... see ene od Sse sea coe BA 75 
; - oes oC. tee see eee ase ese “5 8 9 

vais i Sos Sie Ka 10 9 
4 Load bearing quality — * 11 10 

MOLER PARTITION "BLOCKS. 

2 in. 150 yds. : : ” 15 0 
23 in. 120 yds. oe ove pa 15 6 
3 in. 100 yds. ee ie Py 16 0 
4 in. 90 yds. 19 0 


LIGHTWEIGHT ConcrETE Sunnie AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


7 er oe =H 100 yds. Se, ae 5 8 
24 in. ; 80 yds. ee x 6 9 
3 in. 65 yds. a 7 II 
4 in. 50 yds. 2 9 4 
44 in. 44 yds ‘ 9 II 
6 in. 33 yds. - iss 
THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLOCKs 
2h in. -« 4 yds. are 70 
~THERMALITE-YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS 
3 in. 0 yds. aes ese a 8 5 
4 in. 90 yds. es wes ie ll 0 
5 in. 72 yds. se ees 2 is 9 
6 in. 60 yds. ics ass as 16 6 
84 in. 42 yds. ‘ 2 138 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ~ os in. fmaneees in full 

lorry-loads . per1,000 34 1 0 
4 in. are aas ae ae cea ae < 36 10 0 
5 in. dO: sxe asi 5x5 es ‘a aee - 43 15 0 
6 in. G0, «<< ass on a coe eas a 49 19 0 
7 in. > ‘ee see se bes eae aes > 61 8 0 
8 in. 71 19 0 
12” x3” x oo rilles Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 000 multivles 4 . ; 

do. 


i Ke xe do. 
STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 

List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons —. Sas Under 2H, 
Best Quality é 
BSS Best do. ... +10% 24% $10% +15% 410% +234% 
Tested Quality ... 7k 2-24 % 4+374%415% 378 +2 
BSS Tested do. tare ,—-2k% 44748%415% +447$%4-2247 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


£ 
4in, Land “9 sia ha 12 in. ae per 1,000 A 
in. do... eee eee °°” 1 
> & Se be Se oe = = 
Qin, do. «- aes eas aaa <n tas o 59 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area. . per yd. sup. 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. a 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. ad 
18in. X 9 in. British damp course slates ~ i; 000 43 
14in. X 9 in. do. do. _ 32 
9in. X 9 in. do. do. ee 18 
18in. X 44 in. do. do. , 19 
14in. X 44 in. do. do. ie 15 
Qin. X 44 in. do. do. * 10 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 
Si. Aldhelm Box Ground » 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R 
Southern Region ea - 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
Jin. X 3in. Rubbed, aesniaieat throated and 
stooled cills ai me deed ft. cube 4 
12in. X 6 in. do. “do. ree Pe re y- 
12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated _ ee 2 
12in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping Re 3 
14in. X 6 in. do. do. ae 2 
4in. x 9in. Plinth rubbed on top and face 2 


3in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork aii aes sae Re fs ae 1 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
l4in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front . per ft. cube 2 
12in. X 6 in. Plain ‘Steps, rubbed top and front ee 2 
2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes . per ft. sup. 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 3 


per ft. cube 1 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 


Lincolnshire district 29 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district . 55 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 60 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district 15 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district oP 14 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ae as 1 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... sas <as 1 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 = a ees See 8 

do. Interlocking (49S) ees Sad 19 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibili ty. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 

paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 

1,000 actual. 

24x 12 ne 143 

22 x 12 116 

22 x 11 105 

20 x 12 99 

20 x 10 94 

18 x 10 65 

18 x 9 57 

16 x 10 51 

16x 8 wa 40 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

TIMBER 
Softwood— 

Joinery quality Pre Ex Wharf per standard £115 

Carcassing quality do. oa £95 

lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. “ £108 
Hardwood— 

Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft. cube 1 

do. Honduras do. do. x 3 
Oak European do. do. va Z 
do. Japanese do. do. ee 2 
do. English Logs sawn do. és Z 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 3 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. RA 1 
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DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London are« £4. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft..6 in. aa aaa «. each 1 16 
Z2f.3m. X 6f.:6in. ... we aa ron He 1 17 
2 ft.6in. xX 6ft.6in. ... an ae ‘as " 1 18 
2 ft.9 in. x 6ft.6in. ... 2°¢ 
2 in. do. but top pane! open. Pattern 4 x Gin deal 
2 ft.6in. X 6ft.6in. ... a 29 
2 ft.9 in. <x 6ft.6in. ... 2 11 
2 in. 2 Panel top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. x 6ft. 6in. ... ae aus aad ‘an 2 4 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft.6in. ... pe ee Bee a 23 
SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 6 
Idin. do. (67 yds. to l ton)... an - 8 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to l ton)... ae ‘ 9 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to l ton)... wd Bs 11 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) a 12 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of ‘thickness. 
4 in. imported insuiation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 
4 in. Hardboard do. naa te ua ae as 2 0 
ts in. do do. . ee ae a 217 
is in. Asbestos Flat Building § ‘Sheets . per yd. sup. 4 
4 in. do. : ee eee - s 
Roofing Felt i-ply oa ‘xe <a ai Fe 1 
do -ply wes sae a = 2 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs . per¢cwt. 5 O 
do. pearl aa pe be 
Croid Glue. dew ... 28 Ib. y ae 
Cut Nails 3 in. G i-ton. “Jots) re . per ton 78 10 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . aad - 75 0 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) waa ... per cwt. 5 a 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ai ei - 3 13 
METALS 
STEEL JOISTS, ETC. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X Sin., 8in. X Sin., 8in. X 6in., 10in. X 6in., 
12 in. X 6 in. — ‘cut to lengths « delivered 
London afea : . per ton S22 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X Ih in. 4in. X 1} in. ... ae =e = 3 10 
3th X 3m. ee ade ee te Ae a 2 10 
4in. x 3 in. ae ae ees aid ron se y oe 
10 in. xX 44 in. aia ae a a ae a 1 10 

Sin. X 24 in. Site Die va aa ree ‘e 1 15 
43 in. X 1} in. ae eas an eee aia Bi = 

Sin. X 44 in. 7in. X 34in. 13 im. X Sin. ee 15 

6in. X 3 in. 24 in. X 74 in. daa aid ra 2 0 

6 in. X 44 in. 7in. X 4 in. 8 in. X “S 15 

9 in. X 4in. 10 in. xX 5 in. dad ” 

12 in. X 5 in. 22 XM TR 4 ai “a 1 0 

9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. xX 8 in. 
141n. X Sin. 14in. X 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in. 
1S in. X 5-in. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6 in. a 10 
16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 

18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 6$in. 20 in. iain 
Steel angles average price... as aa a 53 2 
Steel tees average price oe 54 2 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted mas pee aa a 70 12 
Compound girders... oe a aaa ae oe 77 0 
Stanchions : ‘ ae aa aa aaa “i 82 10 
Compound stanchions <a wee pe 87 0 
In Roof Work—Trusses and. Purlins aad aaa mn 100 12 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and $ in., ? in. and ¢ in. bolts average 
price London area aaa aa ee +» per cwt. 5 19 
FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 

to BSS785 ex London Stock $3 in. diam., and 

upwards ‘ . per ton 49 17 
din. diam. ... ee _ oss aa a » extra 8 12 
f; in. do. ee ges oe tag ne aes oe 6 12 
gin. do. am aia ae oe aa eae om 412 

gin. do. gas fe ie 


Mitp Stee. Tuses 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
Underlton Over 1 ton W.I. Fittings Fittings 
Class A +233% +203% Light +48 % Malleabie List 
Class B +364% +331% Heavy +554% —20$%+40% 
ClassC +564% +534% 
Black-— > 
ClassA + 44% + 14% Light +353% Malleable List 
ClasB +184% +15 % Heavy +434% — 208% 
ClassC +344% +314% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles Sto; 
En 
3 in, 4/04 3/7 1/- 
34 in. 4/44 3/11 1/- 
4 in. aaa was saa dea 5/8 4/5 1/7 
4 in. a oe nce eae (OS 4/11 1/10 
5 in. ee ae eae uaa we = G/118 5/4 2/2 


co aS Aaao eB 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Sto 

Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. = ‘sue — obs sia = 5/2% 4/8 1/3 
34 in. rr mrern ae 7 i 1/7 
4 in. 6/5 4/11 1/10 
4¢ in. 6/11 5/8 2/2 
5 in. oe ‘nh Si av. apae 6/5 2/6 

. C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft lengths Pipe Bends Branches 
2 in. sti Aa 8/74 4/5 6/4 
23 in. 8/74 4/11 8/6 
3 in. see 9/84 6/2 9/2 
3 in. wee 11/03 7/3 11/- 
4 in. on 12/9 8/9 13/1 
. L. Cc. One Soi PIPes 

2 in. - 9/8 7/7 9/2 
2$ in. one 10/4 8/5 11/5 
3 in. ” 11/7 9/2 13/7 
3$ in. eae ~ er wi ed wa», Sede 1/5 15/10 
4 in. ... 14/9 12/9 18/8 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 224% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton ‘lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoATED DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qt. ° per ~ — Branches 
4 in. = bes es we 1 35/3 23 42/- 
in. “i ee ee “| $1/7 63/9 101/- 
anitiae ane ATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4in 
ed 6-ft. ahs ..per yd. 4/7 4/103 $/11 7/10 
Shoe: Bic . each 3/- 3/3 3/10 5/2 
Single Branches - pas wee By 4/8 3 6/7 9/2 
Bends square or obtuse “ss. 5 3/3 4/8 6/7 
Swan Necks 4¢ in. proj. ox: 3/7 48 5/2 7/3 
6in. ,, és 3/10 5/2 5/10 7/10 
ASBESTOS O. G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 43 in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ..peryd. 4/4 4/93 5/9 6/104 
Drop ends - . each 3/6 4/- 4/9 5/5 
Stop ends sa 2 Sear 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Angles ... = — Sie cas 3/7 4/1 5/- 5/10 
Nozzles oa ae dese gg 3/6 4/- 4/9 5/- 
Union Clips... ‘ es 1/9 2/1 2/6 2/11 
ASBESTOS — hows GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
om: 4 in. 44 in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/04 3/74 3/84 4/44 6/1 
Drop ends each 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
Stop ends om 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Angles ... “eh a 2/10 3/3 3/7 3/10 5/2 
Nozzles bis “ 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
Union Clips... ss 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/7 2/5 
Per ton basis 
in London 
eS: a 
{ron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant eiamad 52 17 
Mild Steel Bars ; sis 47 12 6 
Mild Steel Hoops 46 14 6 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £  s. d. 
20 gauge ‘ 62 14 6 
24 gauge 65 4 6 
26 gauge ae 68 4 6 
Gasenees Corrugated s sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge . sins 69 10 0 
24 gauge : - i ies ‘eh “ih cs Ws "O18 
26 gaug ae sue os WS S28 
Gaieenned flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ase ‘ ‘36 ae coer SEO HO 
24 gauge ee sts 638 es ee pie > 14 10° 
26 gauge ag wins i - - sa > “9S 0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) 5. seed. 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) so» per Ib. 20 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 55 2 8 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... a 2 10 
Coiled sirip BS 1470 =" Utility 18 SWG (24 in. _ 
wide) 
Coiled strip for flashing 99.7 x purity 22SWG (12i in. 3 


wide) cs ee ais ee sale ee 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20SWG 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 


per sheet 112 6 


Profile 8 ft. x 313 in.x 20 SWG ws 118 1 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 

Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG - i346 67 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . . per lb. 2 9 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round a 2 6¢ 
£xtruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle ... ie 3 0 
Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP | in. diam. round _,, 2 hi 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG x 4 44 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 13 in. O/D x SWG ... im 5 8 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 


December 6 1957 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. in. in. i ij in, 93 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch an a 2in 
head for iron F ... 87/— 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron . 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/—- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 9 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 tid 
ete _— —— 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- HH 
eavy Croydon ball valves 7/- 193/6 31 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to ' ~ es 
iron sas a so 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 . 
Ijin. I4in 


Caps and screws ... 
Brass sleeves 


33/. 40/8 SG ory aati 
7 92/5 118/10 
31/11 31/11 56/2 14) 10 . 
7 Ib, : 


221/6 
286/3 


” 


“y X6lb. 146 ]b. 2x7 
Lead P. trap with viene conn : . 
screws ... 64/10 81/- 129/6 
—> Trap do.. 78/6 97/3 59/6 
r 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt lots 332/- 14 Ib. 7¢ 
oe ‘ - Ib. lots per lb, 3 6 
Blow pipe 3 SUI ; 


Coprer TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 21§d. per Ib. 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


41 
” 43 


Plus gauge 


Minimum quantities, 3 cwt, 


Extra 

bin. x 19 143 Total per Ib 563 9 
in. gauge otal per lb. 36% approx per ft. 

xin, X 19, cost ee ‘ » 34% ~~ saat ri 
ya 4 2a > Dh 
ltin. x 18 3 woe 105 ag a | » m 
Ikin. x 18 ,, ... 103 i ‘i? Ee 4. » DB 
2 in. x 17 ,, 12 ¥ » 34 ,, » 4h 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic — 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras 


ZINC 

Sheet Zinc 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) 


” 


Brass TUBES 


Brass tubes basic —_ ini ead and manufactur- 
ing extras oe 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


+ per ton £217 0 0 


10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 


” 


” 


per lb. 


ADaADN 
ee 
— Ao 
won 


1 6 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and a 

Lead Water Pipe in coils ; 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 
over 4 in. dia. say 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe. 

Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 


5 cwt. and under 1 ton 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £69 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site 
do. White do. do. i 
Siripite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 


Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. 


do. (White) do. 
— Lime (Grey) do. 
(White) do. 


White | Keen’s or Parian Cerent in 1-ton loads 

Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 

Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ae 

Har  ... 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Fy in. thick, 600 
15 “got hy over in one delivery. Delivered site ... 
1,200 


Do. aes do. “Zin. thick 600 yds. a ‘and over 
ro ene Delivered site ... 
1,200 


Gypsum a Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft. 3 in. thick, 600 ~~ and over in one vienamaed 
Delivered site ne 
1,200 yds... 

Insulating | do. “Ri in. thick 600 yds. and over 

in one delivery. sienna site ... 5 

1,200 yds. : Gee 


per ton 


per cwt. 


” 


” 


per ton 


& 2¢ 
118 0 0 
120 5 
121 15 
123 15 
121 15 
2 
4 
6 
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PAIN 


Delive: 
Ceiling 
Washa 
Gloss | 
Snowe 


Groun 
Genuil 
Genull 
Genull 
Size X 
Raw L 
Boiled 


Turpet 

“7 
Solign 
Creos¢ 
Paste | 
White 


VARI 


Delive 
Oak V 
Oak P 
Hard | 
Crysta 
Eggshe 
Finest 
Front 
Japan 
Black | 
Bruns\ 
Berlin 
Terebe 
Knotti 
Frenck 


GLAS 


Delive 
18 02. 
24 02. 
26 02. 
32 02. 
+ in. 
* in. 


tin. 
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T AND DISTEMPER per ft. super 
PAIN & aed $ * Dont an and Cathedral, onan jaanenins s. d. 
ed London area ite Group dea it 
Deng Distemper ue = - des +. percwt. 1 7 6 do. Group 2 ae aes a ae aaa 1 
Washable Distemper Si aes as = S$ @ do. Standard Tints re ree ae fe 1 10 
in. It in i Gloss Paint ee +>» per gal. 212 0 do. Special Tints ... 6 8 
+ in, snowcem cement paint (in 1 owt. drums) — percwt. 3 11 O % in. —— Hammerstripe, R Reeded, » Reediyte and 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND ILS uminating Group 3 1 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs.. percwt. 8 12 3 4 in. Wired Cast .. =p aus “ee aed 1 +t 
‘' 522/6 917 Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal lots in 1 al tins per gal. 3 6 6 } in. Georgian Wired Cast aaa aa one aa 1 7 
/— 623 Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg . percwt. 5 18 3 ce 
/6 oat ——- Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg... ads on 214 0 — a % 32 in. _ 3 
/8 734/10 <' size XD quality 28 Ib. ve ase per tin 9 0 P.B3 73 x 73 x 3 in. 5 0 
‘ Raw Linseed retr ) drums extra ae --- per gal. Hs : P.B. 32 73 x 73 x 34 a. 5 0 
| a oO. nee wee » 
= Mie I6sj. Boiled Linseed O1 & ciate — Corner Blocks to match oes with— <a 
11810 iS Teapgation eons tad gal io =. 2 4 4 8 P.B.3 7 6 
i ns Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... aes ie 8 4 P.B.32 oo oe 7 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... : A eae 3 a 3 } in. Polished Plate Glass, G. .G. Cale Per ft. super 
9/6 Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ae <a eo. per ib. 1 10 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. aaa aac 4 3 
9/6 as White Lining Paper ... Ss = ee --. per piece 1 2% ss a pi 5 ft. sup. ... = aa 5 3 
” »» - 45 ft. sup. 6 3 
8 d, Pn 100 ft. sup. a 6 9 
nts per mw ; VARNISHES, etc. 3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 
. : Delivered London area 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways.G.G. 
Qak Varnish, Outside or Inside ae mr eee per gal. 20 0 quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 240 in. one _ 
Oak Pale Copal do. i as ae So ome 700 or 130 in. both ways .. as ei 10 0 
r Ib. plus ga Hard Drying Oak for Inside a ae ae ue 2 5 6 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. orditto ... baa 13 4 
tities, 3 a Crystal Paper Varnish do. oes dee was Se 2 & © Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... as Pee eee me 2 6 ¢@ Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 
d a as = hse oss ” : ; : Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
perft. 9 po Gold Size eed ae ia ee . 118 0 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
/ HI Black Japan... ay is a os <3 se 116 6 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
* Brunswick Black ee age ee ae eee re Ri2 0 Minimum Per ft. su 
— |. > “yeaa 110 0 ia Bigs 
” a Terebene j oe ie = ” 117 0 Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
* 7 Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... eas aaa oe és IE 0 hs. OOK nied nie = = a7 : 
on £217 0 French and Brush Polish (do.) see wad aes = 22 0 Gan 2 ee, ee bikes Bre “" 5°000 
= 0 -— * a ne aa a aaa - so ‘ 
za eae nee aaa i 1 
GLASS ; 4 in. Rolled Plate . 1,000 
per ft. super $ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
t. 618 6 Delivered London area. ; : : s. d. Patterns, White Group 1 : 1,000 9 
6 16 0 18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality-Cut Sizes 7% do. Group 2 ; 1,000 11 
6 14 9 240z. 4 aa re % 99 a 103 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, ‘Lumina- 
10 ss » aa ” pe 1 Of ting and Spotlyte Group 3 : 1,000 1 
32 02. ” ”» % *” 1 4} % in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 ot 
tin Rolied Plate... Pre eee a 11} ii 2,000 a9 
1 6 4 in. Rolled and Rough Cast Fae art dec } 3 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal” 2,000 1 ae 
+ oy 9» PS BS ose ese eee i xs 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 


ress in London 





































£ acd 
nm 118 0 0 
120 5 0 
121 15 0 
eee The Builder 
vt. 20 
40 
6 0 
AS FROM MAY 27, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
Aberavon .., A ificati Bridgnorth MB ........ 
Aberdare ... A Grade Classification. A Al ee a a 
Abergavenny / Craftsmen ... aaa ize 4/6 4/53 Bridgwater AL 
n 8 9 6 —— “ Al Labourers ... aaa ae 3/114 3/11 Brierfield A 
8 19 0 cerington ,..  * righouse M A 
8 10 6 Atm Valley - sssacecnesse > Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. erg lle r 
8 18 6 Aldeburgh ........... hl BGWADUES vec sccccsccccccecsess Al GR oo ccs ecccaradens A RCROGOR © «5. icccccsccsieusenee Broadstairs ..... 1 
6 14 6 Aldershot District .. wcdul RRM soccvcccscosaacacsteckie Al Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD A Bromsgrove UD A 
517 6 (| 1 ae A 0 eee A Blandford ........... aes Broughton, Flint .... me 
650 ABW ODD oo .cccscessccccese A Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD Buckfastleigh ........ a 
SAG Altrincham eM oo cc cseces-cucaceces BROS IER oo ncvecocsqcncacaces A Blidworth .......... SB) Buckingham ...... Al 
6 Amble ......... Bakewell UD ae ae RNR BI sceaacoussene A RRIRRNEE  ccseceadacaueceenneuenes A 
5 14 Ambleside ..... | re Berkhamsted aE outs OS ee eee Al 
12 4 6 Amersham | a eee Berrington _........... es Bognor Regis Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Al 
ne 3 Ammanford Barnard Castle UD ......... A Berwick Borough Boldon UD .......... A Burnham-on-Sea .........00. Al 
286 WOE hsbc es i Sacssvcnccceeene Al Barnoldswick UD any Beverley MB Bolsover UD .......... anil |. are A 
it 417 6 ieee en UP vcccennsernes Al Barnsley CB .....s.cccccssesee BOWOICS WED 0. cacecececsaceasse TNE bina vcccncacevenass <a aga -on-Trent C.B..... A 
r Al ONIUMTNE  ceisececacdacnsese Bexhiil-on-Sea Boston MB .... aA LS ae EID A 
Arundel Al Barrow-in-Furness ............ A BEIGRO.  cccscoccascaaceccsee Bourne End .............00 A Sen St. Edmunds .. ey 
s 23 eS ee Al Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggieswade  ......ccceccoseses Bournemouth District ...... A oT el aa ete A 
24 Ashbourne RD ............... Al (part Thrussington) ......: Al Billericay .......... Brackley MB acd GRIGIO ha cetincnicansasasnsieanas Al 
Ashbourne UD ........ .Al |_| RSS PSE ee epee A NS Bracknell 
30 Ashby-de-la-Zouch U A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD . a Bradford CB ....... 
2 1} Ashby Woulds UD A by-on-the-Wolds Al) uA Bilsthorpe Bradford-on-Avon Caernarvon 
Ashford (Kent) 1 Basingstoke Bilston MB Braintree... Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {Al 
Ainford (Middlesex) A Bath ..... a A Birchington —— s Byshottl A Calder Valley 
aakeeh A Batley M A Birkenhead E as recon—Borough of.........Al Camberley D 
2 8 — siegnaadeasiuaccene occu Baxterley ..... Al Birmingham CB : Breconshire, County of ... Al Cambridge ........... 
ye re ton-under-Lyne ,........ A Beaconsfield District ........./ A Bishop Auckland UD......... A Ce he i A Cannock UD .. 
* and Brayton ...... Al WNOGRE.  citacecicisectoevescanveds é Bishop's Stortford Brentwood = Canterbury 
33 rrr RN WEED ssiwivccusveccias A BOCClES.  secorces Bishops Castle MB......... PRRGIOUD i ccc caccasascac aa SEE Wits aiencinenitniesstunmuiae 
3 4 eborough es Bedale RD .... f BEINN Sududiciendansesaeecusaen Bridlington MB Cardiganshire,County of vAt 
AXMUNSLET .,,....cccsccccecce, MERGE eee dcbbuvecacsavaviceens RGMORIBEE cad devecesesesecece Bridlington RD GE Git ecentnesxcsasccsacecenas A 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
































































































































































































































Town. Gr 
ade. Town. . 
Carlton UD : Graae. Town 
Boece tan ite ape A i ’ G 
Carmarthen—Borough of. Al Felixstowe sesees sibbissedcsesen Al Lewes ........; m — Town. Grade Town. 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $Al ne Aine wA Lichfield MB poversares Pembrokeshire (except Mil- S Grade 
Ceenen Ob “A | Flint MB ~A | Lincoln CB : we ee Al Swadiincote UI Me orm 
or i = - Liskeard i * enmaenmavr ............... . cote eee 
Caterham .... —_ Folkeston Al ; ie 1 Penrith ry Swaffham A 
Chapel-en-le-Frith a nese Al oe Al Penzance al oe Distri "a 
Stee te Ps Buslunencaissesencecernye Al Llandudno ..... % eterborough, Ee Swindon 
Charmy D Al ; RHAIMD ceva cre atep ecrensoanes Al “deed _of (East- Swindon Distri A 
Thathens + ied ssaee a. Gainsborough UD ........... Liane'ly (incl. Llanelly RD) A aaa portion) ...Al Senntain oe ; A 
pee ct et Gateshead CB ......-.+sssse+e-. Lianteatechan aS eS: Al ose necsag pie ieee a: | a A 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD ri a (Dorset) ........4 a Al Plymouth me Tamworth MB 
Chelmsford .......... “A peer wa (Kent)......00555s A Lon te Qn. vee Pontefract MB — Fc oer aia 
Cheltenham es 2 . — & Street... oo seed Pontypool & District m Tavistock 
Chertsey. A | Gloucester Loughborough MB .......A Pontypridd District ........A Telgnmout” 
eee ot Gloucestershire, Cnty. of Al Cent: ee eee oe toe oA Tewkesbury 
pessenscabsestevke A Godalming ; Lowestoft ishead |... ay Tha 
Chester-le-Street ub ier yon ye i aeenaentagenet Al Loxton Be Nasa Bill ... Il Thetford — 
Chesterfie “es A Foire gh - “aaah e ES A Ludlow MB_ es ‘ortsmouth ... ee RD 
Chesterfield RD oole RD (part—Airmyn, pe on Port Talbot. n Thirsk RD . 
Chichester ........ e Hook) .. a udlow RD Preston. A | Thorpe Bay .. ; 
Chipping Norton.. ot —— — Baus Princetown _ at Thurrock UDC : 
Saioving Sodbury ......... Al F creaeca Lyneham (Devo: Pudsey MB .. ee = North of to Billericay. "4 
Pee Wiehe cd Teeten. i Thurrock UD Area > GIVRUGIN scic sccccvasssecvace ik Pulborough  «..cv-svscevssesse Al Todmorden Mii seers te. 
huish) .. n- reat Yarmouth ......... ey Tonbridge ........ "7 
pa emommamanmoes Al Grimsby CB ...........000000 ae Maccl ee a — 
Girencestr : vooelh Grimsby RD (part) arp an nse Pe pee eaeeeee - Ramsgate = wd _ ; a 7 
Ne ee oa EBCRACE ce siuscesces Maidstone RIN secciitsssincisnones A rial i es Al 
Clay Cross UD... cool Maldon (Es ain A Rayleigh ° Trowbridge Al 
Cleethorpes MB . me Halesowen MB n Maltby uD. 4 Reading - ae, steseessesecens a 
Clevedon .......0. Al Halifax CB .. ‘A Malton UD .... Al ee ee A fone by vA 
Cleveleys ey oo Halstead ....... —. Malvern UD ~ Redditch UD ....... fe ‘ynemouth CB ......ccccssss A 
Couvite UD sooo aga Al nell A tone tage mill A Ulverston 
bee ‘ Wicehye oon anningtree ...... ae : a Valley ...... Pate socaase ss sete 
Cobham (Surrey) - Harpenden ..... veel Mansfield MB i Richmond B (Yorks) : Uppingham (Salop) " 
Colchester cate . Harrogate MB.. wer March .........6. ae a MIB as scsceceres ee) onan oan oe 
Rt, acsts ‘ artlepool B . Ss Margate ............ cs ochdale ... mestsees toxeter UD... : 
Colwyn Bay . ae Harwell ....... ae Market Ter ancene a aeT Rochester .... | 
Congleton .... Al Harwich 4 A Market Harborough UD ...A second tla Al Wakefield CB 
Seen UD. -_ Haslemere oe Market RacenitD>y om Rossendale Valley . A Wakefield RD ve 
Conway. = eh Hastings aeaae Al Martock <r -° a Rotherham CB 5. A Walsall CB..... : 
SOO NIID -« vecissorecess ee atfield (Herts) . ia aryport ..---.---.... OYStON — a... A Wallsend B .. 
Cornwall, County of. “y ae on 4 Matlock UD - Rugby MB .. . Walsden “ihe A 
Corsham District ears Haywards Heath oat Melksham ............ oat Rugeley UD ... By.) Walton-on-Naze - 
Coventry CB ....... ee Heanor UD ....... A Melton Mowbray pe A ST <ieanentreers A eee 
rOOk ...... ae empstead ............4 A ionethshire ............ Al arminster “A 
Cran H Hempstead «000A | Merthyt ens ccce sé 
Cranleigh iacgiie AA | Heretod sengecces gal ea a | ee ain. 
Sy A | eee cas arial | Mamet ok | SRR cocoa | Wem 
aes ae Bye sce iddieton. .......... St. es = ellingborough U 
Crewkerne oe Hertford ........ ~ Middlewich > —y —— oseAl Wellington UD UD weewceeh 
NUMOEE ociscesccnscssatestone Al Hexham RD .. ak Mildenhall ........ akin eae” Al Wellington (Somerset) ...: 
H ae - : At Salisbury City Somerset) ...Al 
exham UD .. Milford Haven UD is \ Me Al Wells (Norfolk 
Heysham =e Minehead : Al Salisbury Plain ... Al Wells (S rfolk) wAl 
se agama oe Man Ad eeesesseesesererenes Al neigh oe escscs Ait wa s (Somerset) “Al 
Higham Ferrers MB . ee aaa — seat Smeg . oe Welwon Gar. City nee 
: Suaebennen Al axmundham ... a AP. City. -eeseA 
valk Ane eX torn sseeees A Scarborough MB. Al West Bromwich CB.........A 
an... “A gina Al | Scunthorpe MB ‘A | Westelifon:& . 
aye CIEY: sesvcaseconto Aakds ; estcliff-on- x 
Hoddesdon 4 Morpeth es rs Sabon & Newhaven......Al Fcc ion Se " 
ea olywell ... < orpeth RD ee wees sate West Hartlepool CB 
——— AI er ae 7 MURGESNEY: 63052. scseccoecessce Al iacmaty “ae Westmorland (except : 
Daventry M e At + oko i 3 i Sheffield. iB. val Weston-super Biase 
peenese NAL Horwich ........ si Nantwich ........ effield MB .. sai a7, ....... 
oe : Al = CB. —e — & Valley .....cs. —— ave “Al Weymouth Gching a 
by CB........ 5 ai AE scssesconseess Py SOM .......eeeeee A Shiney <....... “ land Bill, excluding P. 
Devizes _........020000 Al Hunstanton ... Newark MB Ipley sevssees see land Stot “peed 
Devon, County of . {Al Huntington (Staffs) . mer Newbury . -A Shoeburyness . seca Whitb: —— ahaen - 
Dewsbury CB........  * A Newsanlezon = = —— eee A Whitby RD Al 
Didcot ....... ake ene ‘i Newcastle-under-Lyme eye Sichowy Valleys - Whitehaven a 
nt Al Iikeston a. eee a called en Distyict. <.2.6.003 Al Sittingbourne atl — bs da Monkseator UD 
ley UD... A | Newmarket ......... “Al | Skegness UD ...... a hitstable and District ... 
Dorchester Al mo agg A Newport, Mon. . ~— —_ Al NOI nesses ° 
Dorking | a A Isle of Sheppey | “a Newport Pagnell ! Sleaford UD “At oo 
, County of . f ° ee BURY co cscos > ee i ne 
cee, Com y Al Isle of Thanet... Al Newton Abbot é Slough, Windsor & Eton Wietot 
At Isle of Wight “ Dist BION «000 
Dovercourt ie oy TR icine ecient Al ease UD Pi irnel CB tee eeeeeeeeeeeeees A Wilmslow ........ 
Drige & , rg —_ PREOMAB 555 cdesisaassen A lecmediemen sen is ae ae ie oe eet of.. 
Se OD aniaeerieagsataienten ane secenameliggbae = a Tl) ete: Wincanton... 
Dudley CB ... aa Keighley MB North Stuatds ..... . ao County of...... tAl Winchester ... 
peasatie me Reema aso Ss cscs sesio's a a Walsham p Eastleigh wees Windermere 
urham ses Gal ....+00-- ecwee wae orthwich oe MOEN <i cnreuscendasccetye Wis 7 
piaapbiesiemecoeer A Kenilworth UD.. ce . WICD — aeceveceee eae Southend-on-Sez isbech ....... 
Kettering MB... =o a uaa - Southport ....... : sear aes ; N Winans Ul 
Eastbourne pla. 273 eas A 5} econ eg er’ Nottingham CB .... 4 —— Shields CB . A Woking .... 
E. Glam. & Mon. Vai. A ~premcemnes MB.... i Nuneaton MB_ ............ a Sone UD eeceswse Al Wokingham .... 
oP omen yateaate T King’s Lynn .... Al Stafford MB ... a) ee. 
East Retford MB............ —— ALT Oakham RD .....ssssssseeees At | Staines ........... ; | ao 
Eastwood (Notts) UD ...... A Kne AM o0eeeesseeeerees ae Oakham UD we Stamford MB A Wood! all S a UD 
ee Wats Caawict. naresborough UD .........A Okehampton “Al Stantonwick ..... oodhall Spa UD 
Edenbridge . a ROUIGEO 5. ..ccoccccccessecees A a es een Stevenage ..... —— + emeamnene a oe 
BY cncenccess “s DNgAt ...... rife Stockport ........ a pega 
Epping ......... ae’ Lancaster eel aetvesee renee A Ormskirk _.......... — Stockton RD ..... > a a se eee 
Evesham MB . “AL : eamington MB.. ak Ossett & Horbury . ere Stockton-on-Tees B. A Worthing MB 
Exeter ......... bar a sees a NOIWOUEY: secressseees AS Stoke-on-Trent CB . A Were: a ea a 
Rernuth: cco ee) eeds CB ...... ne Oundle UD . MA Stoke Orchard ... Aa exham (incl. Cefn).. 
peseenee tien Leek UD ...... Ree Oxford Be Stourbridge MB ..... A —— sais 
mapeahiaih Acceso Leicester CB ..... eee Oxted ad Stourport UD .. ae wy ahh 
ee — Buzzard wy : Stowmarket ........ ‘Al ymondhara 
Macias . — pyreeeneeees Al Pad Stratford-on-Avon MB......A 
ee oe minster AStOW —secececcevercererseee ; say Yate eevereresasesesees 
Faversham oe, Al Paignton oe : eT Area) Wiseabe Al Yeovil Borough : 
pe seaneeesesend eee i : yy sot egg 
see Sunningdale ..........ssse000 Al Ystalyfera.......-++-ssssssseeeen 





*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and Lo 
‘ ndon the rates are:—C 
Labourers, 4s. O#d. Plus 2d. eaunee are unas, Se, 704.5 Late 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners se na onl a = he Coumy rate Soe reel suse aes habs —— Da ee Coles sO 
ms, : er da v; when emplo sod un ster Gallien canoe ——— ~~ — operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Sk 
ATES.—In all districts throughout the PS : vaneianeti 
ciaft processes, 3s, 34d. per hour country the rate of wages for women i 
, 3s. ‘ , engaged in craft processes is 33. 7$d. por hour. Wom : 

\. . . en engaged on work other thao 


3, Caceivs 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1024 
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THE BUILDER 


protective Cladding 
(ELLACTITE and British Uralite, Ltd., 
Cellactite House, Whitehall-place, 
Gravesend, Kent, have supplied large quan- 
"tities of ‘Cellactite ’ protective cladding for 
the new Inco Power Station, Wirral Penin- 
gua. This power station is situated in an 
industrial area near the sea and this com- 
bination gives a highly corrosive atmosphere 
containing acidic industrial fumes and salt. 
‘Cellactite is impervious to this atmosphere 
and requires nO painting or maintenance, 
the makers claim. The material also acts 
as an insulator and its high mechanical 
strength permits its use over wide purlin 
spans. 


High Temperature Concrete 

For the first time a refractory concrete 
with a working temperature of 1,800 deg. C. 
(3,300 deg. F.) has been placed on the 
market. This new product is called Conkos 
No. 1 and is described as super-duty castable 
premix. The two main features of Conkos 
No. | are the high working temperature and 
its high chemical purity with an alumina 
content of 90 per cent. It is a material very 
versatile in application and full particulars 
can be obtained from the manufacturers. 
Purimachos, Limited, Bristol, 2 


Glass Domes 


G. B. Gardner and Newton, Ltd., PO Box 
45, St. Helens, Lancashire, are the makers 
of the ‘Newdome’ range of glass domes 
and roof lights. These are available to 
cover circular, square and_ rectangular 
openings and can be obtained in the follow- 





ing six types of glass: 
($ in.}, of which ‘ Newdomes’ are normally 
made; Georgian wired glass; hexagonal 
wired cast glass; plate glass (% in.); Georgian 


Rough cast glass 


wired; and hexagonal wired plate glass. 
These have diffused light transmission 


figures which range from 72 per cent. for 
the wired cast glass to 83 per cent. for plate 
glass. The company also produce barrel 
roof lights in the same range of glass. 


Polythene Ball Valve 


Fordham Pressings, Ltd., Dudley-road, 
Wolverhampton, are producing the * Acqua- 
save’ ball valve, made from high density 
or ‘hard’ polythene. Designed particularly 
for domestic plumbing installations, it will 
not break or corrode. The nozzle moulding 
is available with three different orifice sizes 
(+ in., »% in. and 4 in.), each distinguished by 
different coloured ends for easy identification 
—tred, blue and white, respectively. 
Automatic Perspective Drawing 

An apparatus, called the ‘ Autoperspect,’ 
for producing automatic perspectives is now 
available in this country. It is claimed that 
it will make, from only a plan and elevation 
drawing, an automatic, accurate and depend- 
able perspective. It permits a choice of 
angle of view, scale and selection of one, 
two or three point perspectives. It is pos- 
sible to draw any kind of perspective such 
as cut-away views, exploded views, topo- 
graphical details, etc. The apparatus can 
be worked by anyone with a basic know- 
ledge of draughtsmanship and is obtainable 
from Autoperspective, Ltd., 5, Victoria- 
street, London, SWI. 











units. 





The photograph shows a‘ Brayloader 


All four-wheel drive * Brayloader’ Model BL.430 loaders shipped from the factory of 
W. E. Bray & Co., Ltd., Faggs-road, Feltham, Middlesex, will now be fitted with an 
extra heavy duty powered steering axle, incorporating epicyclic gear hub reduction 


at work in difficult conditions 


1021 


Anti-burst Precautions 


F. H. Bourner and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., 
Crawley, Sussex, are the sales concession- 
aires for the ‘Mechtrical Anti-Burst Sys- 
tem,’ which uses a fine, scientifically de- 
signed tubing inserted into the cold water 
pipes. This ensures that the expansion of 
water on freezing is absorbed by the tube 
and not exerted on to the walls of the pipe. 
Fitting is accomplished by undoing a con- 
nection and sliding the tube into the exist- 
ing or new water pipe. Once installed it 
needs no maintenance. The polythene 
tubing employed is non-toxic and completely 
hygienic, It does not impede the flow of 
water to any appreciable degree and labora- 
tory and practical tests over a long period 
have, we understand, proved its efficiency. 


TRADE NEWS 
Fuel Oil in the Midlands 


N order to meet the ever-increasing 

demand in the Midlands for fuel oils 
for both industrial and domestic purposes, 
distributing arrangements have been made 
so that the full range of Mobil Fuel Oils 
is now available for sale in the Midlands. 
The area in which these products are now 
available covers the counties of Derbyshire, 
Leicestershire, Rutland, Shropshire, Staf- 
fordshire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire. 

Charrington, Gardner, Locket and Com- 
pany, Ltd., a company which has been dis- 
tributing fuel for over 200 years, have been 
entrusted with the sale and distribution of 
the Mobil Fuel Oils in this area. They have 
established a Sales Office at Beaufort House, 
Newhall-street, Birmingham. 


Ventilation Contract 


Monsanto Chemicals Co., Ltd., have 
contracted Weatherfoil Heating Systems, 
Ltd., 19, Berkeley-street, SW1, to design, 


supply and install ventilation and extraction 
equipment for their new general engine 
test and research establishment at Newport. 

Weatherfoil Heating Systems state that 
when complete the installation will be one 
of the most advanced of its kind, incorpora- 
ting plant for the extraction of the engine 
gases. 


Technical Literature Received 


‘Grangewood Partitions’ tells the story 
of the new wooden partitions about to be 
launched by Austins of East Ham, Ltd., 
London, E6. ‘Dunclad Linings’ is a 
manual on anti-corrosion practice issued by 
the Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd., St. James’s- 
street, London, SW1. The illustrated book- 
let ‘Factory Floor Facts,’ describes the uses 


of Watco (Sales), Ltd., 56, Buckingham- 
gate, SWI products on factory floors. 
‘Steel Structures by Brockhouse’ is an 


elaborate handbook from Brockhouse Steel 
Structures, Ltd., Hill Top, West Bromwich, 
Staffs. ‘Glass Doors,’ an attractive book- 
let by Pilkington Bros., Ltd., Grove-street. 
St. Helens. Allweather Paints, Ltd., 36, Gt. 
Queen-street, WC2, have issued ‘ Technical 
Digests’ on painting at a sewage works and 
the sterilisation and protection of surfaces 
subject to mould growth. ‘ The Earthmover’ 
is the title of the colourful magazine of 
Caterpillar Tractor Co., Ltd., 55/56, St. 
James’s-street, SWI1. ‘Catalogue No. 50° 
from Dallow Lambert & Co.. Ltd., Thur- 
maston, Leicester, is concerned with their 
Wet Deducter Series MG. 


J* 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Waterproofing a Cellar 


Q.—In the course of my work I have been 
asked to rectify a cellar that lets in a con- 
siderable amount of water after heavy rain, 
probably due to water pressure. Will you 
please advise me what to suggest to my 
client He is willing to pay, but insists on 
a guaranteed job. E. O. 

A.—It has not been stated how the cellar 
is constructed, e.g., thickness of walls, 
whether of brick or concrete, the construc- 
tion of the floor and depth below ground 
level. 

The water pressure could be calculated 
if a hole was excavated outside to ascertain 
the level of the’ water table, which would 
be near its maximum at this time of the year. 
Failing this, the level could be taken as the 
highest point in the cellar where the water 
seeps through. 

Assuming the walls are of brick and the 
floor is made up with hardcore and a cover- 
ing of concrete, the only guaranteed job 
would be to tank the cellar with mastic 
asphalt. This will reduce its size, but it 
will result in a lasting job and a dry cellar. 
This would mean cleaning off the floor con- 
crete, making sure there was no oil or other 
material which might endanger the water- 
proofing properties of the asphalt. The in- 
side surfaces of the walls should be treated 
in the same way by wire brushing, scrap- 
ing and removing old paint or lime plaster. 

The floor could then be covered with 
three-quarters of an inch of asphalt laid in 
two three-eighth-inch coats and turned up 
the walls about 12 inches, leaving a lap of 
two or three inches for bonding to the wall 
asphalt later. This floor asphalt should 
then be covered with sufficient weight or 
strength of concrete to withstand the maxi- 
mum water pressure estimated. A four-inch 
thickness may be sufficient, depending on 
the head or pressure of water. It could be 
reinforced with steel mesh in which case 
this concrete is designed as a reinforced 
concrete suspended floor, but is upside down 
as the water pressure is the load working 
from underneath. 

The walls having been cleaned off would 
then have to be prepared by cutting recesses 
for block bonding of the new surface brick- 
work lining when the vertical asphalt was 
completed. This consists of cutting holes in 
wall surfaces four and a half inches deep 
and about nine inches square, three or four 
feet apart, staggering their positions so that 
the consecutive vertical holes do not fall 
plumb above one another. The walls could 
then be asphalted as for the floor, including 
the recesses, and a four-and-a-half inch thick- 
ness of brickwork or similar walling material 
built in cement mortar and bonded into the 
formed recesses to prevent the asphalt being 
forced off by the water pressure. 

If this work was carried out in the sum- 
mer time when the water pressure was low, 
it could be executed as explained, but in the 
autumn or winter something would have to 
be done to relieve the water pressure during 
the time the work was being done. 

A hole could be excavated outside the 
cellar to a depth just below the cellar floor, 
and if this was kept clear of water by pump- 
ing or baling the work could proceed. If 


this is not practicable then a sump would 
have to be formed in the cellar floor of suf- 
ficient size to allow for pumping or baling 
and the work completed up to the edges of 
the sump, finally filling the sump hole and 
using a plate of asphalt sealed to the edges 
of the asphalt round the hole, which is 
then covered with concrete to the finished 
level and strutted from the ceiling to restrain 
the water pressure while the concrete har- 
dens. 

Other materials could be used instead of 
mastic asphalt, such as two thicknesses of 
bituminous felt or fibrous asphalt felt which 
is fixed in sheets, lapped and bedded in a 
bituminous mastic. Waterproof renderings 
of cement and sand with one of the pro- 
prietary brands of water repellant admix- 
tures can be used successfully if applied by 
a craftsman experienced in this class of 
work. This last method would be the 
cheapest, but not as reliable as the others, 
but there would be little reduction in the size 
of the cellar. Keying to the existing surfaces 
would be very important. 

Two or three coats of one of the pro- 
prietary brands of bitumastic emulsions 
sprayed or painted on to clean, dry surfaces 
is another method if the water pressure is 
low. The floor would have to have a wear- 
ing protective screed and the walls could be 
finished flat and painted with a suitable paint 
for adhering to the emulsion. 

You should be able to get sound advice 
from the representatives of asphalting, 
bituminous felt or plastering firms whom, no 
doubt, you will call in to estimate for this 
work. R. M. E. 
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NEW INVENTIONS 


Securing Sheet Materials to 
Structures 


A PROVISIONAL patent has been taken 

out by Mr. W. H. Horsley, 35, Ashfield. 
avenue, Kings Heath, Birmingham, 14, fo 
securing roof and wall linings, Suspended 
ceilings and wallboards to structures gener. 
ally; the term ‘board’ being used a a 
comprehensive term to include any Suitable 
sheet material used in the building industry 
for both thermal and acoustic linings and 
covering purposes. 


The illustration clearly shows the basic 
principles of this new system whereby the 
boards are firmly secured to supporting 
members each having a web and flanges 
arranged in T-formation, by a dowel or peg 
inserted through a slot in the weo and beg. 
ing on boards on each flange. 





The slots are provided at intervals along 
the web of each supporting member a 
intervals which ensure a very positive and 
firm fixing of the board, and are also 
designed to enable boards of different thick- 
nesses from ¢ in. to } in. to be secured. 


In addition this new system has the 
advantage, it is claimed, of being very 
economical in view of its simplicity; its 
particular features may be summarised as: 
(1) Simpler, positive fixing which allows 
for expansion and contraction of all types 
of board; (2) ability to fix boards of vary: 
ing thicknesses; (3) absence of complicated 
fixing components; (4) resistance to atmo 
spheric conditions; (5) economy in erection 
and ease of dismantling and re-erection. 


Greater Rigidity for Sheet 
Materials 


A METHOD of moulding panels of fibre: 
board, plasterboard, hardboard, or other 
semi-rigid sheet materials to give greater 
rigidity in use is the subject of another provi- 
sional patent obtained by Mr. Horsley. 


According to the inventor, it is now pro 
posed to mould or shape a panel of this 
kind with a series of indentations or depres: 
sions spaced regularly throughout its surface, 
so that the panel no longer lies in a single 
plane. Preferably the depressions are in 
the form of contiguous pyramids having an 
apex angle of nearly 180 degrees (i.e., having 
a small height in comparison with the dimen- 
sions of the base) and a base forming } 
regular polygon. 


In this way not only is the panel given 
substantial rigidity but in addition a pleasing 
decorative affect is achieved. The invention 
is of particular application to panels for us¢ 
in suspended ceilings. 
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PORTSMOUTH BUILDERS’ 
UNEMPLOYMENT FEARS 


Call for More Work in 1958 


HE possibility of unemployment hitting 
the building industry in Portsmouth 
next year prompted the Portsmouth Build- 
ers’ Association to set up a special Survey 
Committee several months ago to go into 
the prospects for building in 1958. This 
Committee, in co-operation with the Gos- 
port Builders’ Association, has been gather- 
ing information from the Government 
Departments and the Local Authorities to 
prepare a report. : 

At a special meeting held at the beginning 
of this month a senior member of the 
Regional Office of the Ministry of Works, 
Mr. T. W. W. Smith, attended to hear the 
Committee’s report, presented by its Chair- 
man, Mr. A. F. Jones. 

The report revealed that over 14,000 
building operatives were now employed in 
the industry in Portsmouth and District, It 
was also shown that a steady decline was 
taking place in the recruitment of appren- 
tices and young persons to the industry. 

Referring to the building programme of 
the Portsmouth City Council, Mr. Jones 
regretted that of 1,857 houses and flats 
scheduled to be built next year, 1,146 had 
been postponed for the time being because 
of the credit squeeze. The amount of work 
planned in Portsmouth for 1958 was esti- 
mated to be approximately £3,000,000, which 
was substantially lower than in previous 
years, and compared very favourably with 
the £9,000,000 for Southampton. The in- 
formation that had been collected by the 
Committee suggested that the reduction in 
the building programme in Portsmouth 
would be approximately 25 per cent. 

In view of the seriousness of the situation 
the Committee decided to recommend to 
send the report to the Regional Joint Com- 
mittee of the Ministry of Works for con- 
sideration, and to seek a meeting with the 
four local members of parliament to enlist 
their support to obtain a review of the build- 
ing programme by the Government. 


‘PROSPECTS NOT 
ENCOURAGING’ 


Building Trades Employers’ 
President's View 

THE ANNUAL DINNER of the Nottingham 
and District Association of Building Trades 
Employers was held on November 8 in the 
Portland Building, Nottingham University. 

In proposing the toast of ‘The City and 
County of Nottingham,’ Mr. E. J. Woops- 
END, president of the Association, referred 
to the increase in the Bank Rate, saying that 
the building industry hoped it would be a 
temporary measure only. Building, largely 
a credit industry and one of the largest pro- 
ducers of capital goods, had already been 
hard hit by previous measures and the pros- 
pects for mid-1958 did not, at the moment, 
appear very encouraging. Building potential 
could not be started and stopped ad lib., and 
if it was allowed to run down many of its 
best men might be tempted to other jobs and 
in that case it would certainly take years for 
the building programme to gain momentum 
again. 

On the subject of firm price tenders, the 


APPRENTICES ENTER- 
TAINED. — Sir Richard 
Coppock CBE, General 
Secretary of the National 
Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives, was 
principal guest when 100 
building trade apprentices 
(in their fifth year) were 
entertained by directors of 
John Laing and Son, Limited, 
on‘ Apprentices’ Day.’ Over 
£250 in prizes was pre- 
sented to the apprentices. 
Held annually, Apprentices’ 
Day is open house for them 
at the company’s head 
offices and they are given 
an inside view of things 


president said builders were, within reason 
and subject to the pre-requisite of thorough 
planning in advance as set out in the 
Government memorandum, prepared to 
have a go. Firm price tenders obviously 
involved increased risks which had to be 
insured against and he could see no reason 
why manufacturers and merchants should 
not come in and share the risks with the 
common aim of keeping the insurance pre- 
miums low. He felt that they should not 
be limited to building oniy. If the country 
generally would rid itself of the fluctuations 
clause mentality a great blow would be 
struck at inflation. 

In responding to the toast, the Lord 
Mayor of Nottingham, ALDERMAN WILLIAM 
HicKLtING, JP, said builders were often 
blamed for erecting buildings of poor 
design and quality. He attributed this to the 
fact that they were more often than not 
compelled to build to a price which had to 
be as low as it possibly could be. If they 
were allowed to build to a set standard they 
would erect buildings which would be a 
credit both to themselves and _ the 
community. 

Mr. H. WILDGOOsE, president of the Mid- 
land Federation of Building Trades 
Employers’ proposed the toast to the Not- 
tingham Association, to which Mr. P. D. 
HAzzZLEDINE, the Association Deputy 
Honorary Treasurer, responded. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Smoke Control Areas 


IVE orders for the creation of smoke 

control areas under the Clean Air Act, 
1956, have been confirmed by Mr. Henry 
Brooke, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, They are orders made by 
Bolton, Denton (Lancs.), Hayes and Har- 
lington (Middlesex), Ossett (Yorks.) and 
West Bromwich. They cover a total area of 
380 acres and include 920 buildings. The 
only other order which has been confirmed 
under the Clean Air Act dealt with the City 
Centre of Liverpool. All orders come into 
operation during 1958. With the exception 
of the West Bromwich Order, no objections 
to any of these were received. 


Duke as Patron 


His Royal Highness The Duke of Edin- 
burgh has graciously consented to become 
Patron of The Building Centre. 


Convention Record 


The British Wood Preserving Association 
have issued a Record of the 1957 Annual 
Convention held in Cambridge from July 
3-6. This contains copies of the seven 
papers presented at the Convention, to- 
gether with the verbatim report of the dis- 
cussions on the papers. Copies are available 
to non-members of the Association, price 
12s. 6d. 


Church Building Company 

The Rochester Diocese of the Church of 
England has formed a building company, to 
be known as Kent Church Builders, Ltd., to 
“operate on a competitive basis with other 
building firms. Profits will be distributed 
to church charities.’ 

The chairman is the Archdeacon of 
Rochester (the Ven. L. W. Harland) and the 
directors are Major General C. W. Norman 
and the Rev. F. W. Jordan. The company 
has already carried out repairs to two 
vicarages and their tender for a new one at 
Swanscombe has been accepted. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. J. F. Wittcox has joined the board of 
directors of G. K. N. Reinforcements, Ltd., 43, 
Upper Grosvenor-st., Wl. Mr. Willcox is man- 
aging director of Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd., and 
a director of their overseas subsidiaries. 











From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA.—The annual report of the 
Queensland State Electricity Commissioner 
says that more than £A190m. will need to 
be spent in capital electricity works in that 
State in the next 10 years. A great deal of 


development would be _ needed before 
nuclear reactors could compete with coal- 
burning power-houses. Most likely places for 
nuclear power stations are isolated centres 
such as Mount Isa and the huge new Weipa 
bauxite field which is being opened up on 
Cape York Peninsula. A second report 
deals with strengthening the railway line 
which feeds Mount Isa. This is estimated 
to cost about £A30m. and is urgently 
needed to handle the vast increase in min- 
eral production in the area. Mount Isa is 
the biggest copper producer in Australia and 
vast uranium deposits are also being opened 
up at the Mary Kathleen field nearby. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, — Ciudad 
Trujillo, the capital of the Republic, is to 
have 6,000 new houses to replace old hous- 
ing. An original plan has been extended so 
that now $20m. is to be spent on houses, 
hospitals and schools in development areas 
of the city. The clearing of the site for the 
first thousand houses has been commenced 
and a competition is being run to encourage 
their speedy completion. 

NEW ZEALAND.—Civic planners in 
Wellington are considering the construction 
of a Town Hall to replace the present 53- 
year-old building. The proposed hall will 
be the dominant feature of a civic square. 
Other buildings are planned. ... Ina recent 
speech the Prime Minister, Mr. K. Holy- 
oake told his audience that New Zealanders 
must ‘think big.’ In the next four years 
he anticipated that the country would spend 
£1,000m. on capital development, nearly as 
much as New Zealand had spent in capital 
development in the last eight years. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Holyoake, private enterprise will 
spend about £550m. and the Government 
about £370m. within the next four years 
and local bodies are expected to spend about 
£130m. That means the equivalent of two 
cities the size of New Plymouth and 
Timaru with their homes, hospitals, schools, 
shops and offices will have to be built each 
year. Government plans for hydro-electric 
development ‘running ahead into the 
1970’s’ would cost an estimated £235m. 
Actual works in hand or approved amount 
to more than £25m. and over £75m. will be 
spent in the next four years. Roads Board 
expenditure over the next four years is ex- 
pected to amount to £90m. . . . During the 
same period the New Zealand government 
will spend £40m. throughout the country 
extending telephone exchanges and provid- 
ing new exchanges and toll links. Included 
in the scheme is a £15m. programme which 
the Government had under way or 
scheduled to begin within the next three or 
four years. When the programme is com- 
pleted telecommunications in the four main 
centres will be transformed. 


Soviet- Norwegian Hydro Scheme 
A scheme has been worked out, according 
to ‘Soviet News,’ for exploiting the hydro- 
power resources of the River Pets (Pasvik) 
on the Soviet-Norwegian frontier. Special- 


ists from both countries took part in sur- 
veying the area and in drawing up the 
scheme. The question of the joint exploita- 
tion of this river was raised by the Nor- 
wegian side in November, 1955, during the 
visit to the USSR of Mr. Gerhardsen, the 
Norwegian Prime Minister. A _ Soviet- 
Norwegian commission of experts was set 
up which studied the necessary materials, 
and the rights of each side were decided 
upon. 

In all, four hydro-electric stations, three 
Soviet and one Norwegian, are to be built 
on the frontier and lower reaches of the 
River Pets. The Soviet Union will build 
the Purnukoski station with a capacity of 
18,000 kW and the Khevoskoski station 
with a capacity of 17,000 kW in the upper 
reaches of the river, also the Borisogleb 
station with a capacity of 45,000 kW in the 
lower reaches. Norway will build the Skug- 
foss station with a capacity of 64,000 kW 
in the middle reaches of the river. 


£6m. Malta Contract 


The Admiralty announced on December 2 
that George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., have 
been awarded a civil engineering contract 
valued at £6m. for the construction of an 
underground oil-storage installation on 
Malta—a joint British-NATO project. 


New Industry for Nigeria 


The Ministers of Commerce and Finance 
of the Eastern region of Nigeria held 
a Press Conference at the Grosvenor 
Hotel, SW1, on November 28. Mention 
was made of the successful conclusion of an 
industrial agreement with Messrs. Williams 
& Williams of Chester and London, which 
means the entry of another new industry 
into the Eastern Region of Nigeria. 


CONTRACT OPEN 


_ *Ceylon.—Intemational Co-operation Admin- 
istration (ICA) Procurement: One pre-fabricated 
steel-frame building, having nominal outside 
dimensions of 300 ft. in length, 50 ft. in width 
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and eave height of 25 ft. Each bay to be 20 § 
long; One overhead travelling crane, 11,00 ik 
capacity, powered by enclosed electric mojo 
on all three dimensional drives to be furnishe 
as an integral part of the building described 
above; One steel-frame shed with alumin) 

or corrugated galvanised metal roofing, Ins 
area approx. 10,000 sq. ft. with the followin 
approximate dimensions: 50 ft. outside Width 
200 ft. outside length, with 16 ft. clear height 
at eaves. The sheds are to consist of 10 sections 
or bays, each 20 ft. wide, to make a total Jen th 
of 200 ft. Bids should be sent to the Minis 

of Lands and Land Development, Secretaria 
Buildings, P.O. Box 500, Colombo, 1, by Janu. 
ary 28, 1958. A copy of tender documents jp. 
cluding specifications and conditions is aya. 
able for inspection in Room 735, Export Ser. 
vices Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-roaq 
WCI. Ref. ESB 28411/57/ICA (tel.: Chancery 
4411, ext. 354). 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC} 
where further information can be obtained. ’ 


The 


SCOTTISH 





BUILDER 





NEW BUILDINGS 

Angus.—Eastern Regional Hospital Board to 
erect boiler house, pipe works, and other ser. 
vices at Baldovan. Est. cost, £25,000. Apply 
_ Engineer, 430 Blackness-road, Dun 
ee. 

_ Argyll CC.—Tenders sought for reconstruc. 
tion of Lismore Pier. Applications to A. D, 
Jackson, County Clerk, County Offices, Loch 
gilphead, by December 11. 

Ayr.—TC plan to build 54 three-apt. houses 

p 

at Whitletts. Est. cost, £86,011. 

Ayr.—Scottish Stamping & Engineering Co, 
Ltd., Neptune Works, to build extension to their 
inspection department at the factory, also motor 
car showroom at 146-150, Prestwick-rd. 

Glasgow.—Planning B api x¥er granted for 
300 houses at Langlands-rd/Shieldhall-rd, SWI, 
by SSHA, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—10 three-apt. houses at Magnus- 
cres., S4. Mactaggart & Mickel, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Education Department—primary 
school at No. 16 site, Castlemilk, and nursery 
school at junction of Savoy-st./Dale-st./Reid-s. 
= A, Trongate. 

lasgow.—Tenders invited for several works 

in connection with Lairage accommodation at 
the Cattle Market, Gallowgate. Forms of ten- 
der from Architectural and Planning Depart 
ment, 20, Trongate, C1. 
Paisley.—TC to erect six blocks of 15-storey 
flats each containing 56 houses, a total 
of 336 houses. Three blocks at Foxbar, two 
at Blackhall, and one at George-st. 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


LLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 27, 1957. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 6d.; Labourers 3s. I1}d. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman'’s rate. 44 hours. 
Ss . 

Ist me 25 49 6 
2nd 33} 66 0 
3rd : 50 99 0 
4th : . 663 132 0 
Sth 75 148 6 


For. female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. ‘ 

probationary period) = , 3 1h 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 3 5 
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The Builder 


~FUTURE 


CONSTRUCTION | 





Public Appointments open will be 


Full details of pages of this and 


found in the Advertisement 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


ts still open but not included in 
«tee cee previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
ee ees fo this number. The dates at the heads 
r aragrapsis are those for the submission of. tenders; 
ye (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
pony and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 
BUILDING 
DECEMBER 9. 
+Somerset CC.—Fixed price tender for erec- 
tion of North-West Somerset grammar sch. at 
Nailsea (408 places). County A. 
DECEMBER 10. : ; 
*;Suffolk and Ipswich Fire Authority.—Erec- 
tion of fire station at Newmarket. County 
A, Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 14. 
DECEMBER 11. : 
Hyde BC.—Communilty centre, five bunga- 
lows and 12 bed-sitting-rooms for aged persons, 
with roads and sewers, at Walker-la. estate. 


’ E&S. 

= DECEMBER 12. 

*#Beds EC.—(1) Kitchen and store, Harrold 
CP Sch; (2) (a) 4 classroom extension in 

manent construction and (b) erection of 
‘Medway’ building to provide kitchen at 
Shefford Robert Bloomfield cty sec. sch.; (3) 4 
classrooms at Stewartby cty. sec. sch. County 


For some contrac 


* soxon CC.—(1) Three-class extension at 
Marston St. Nicholas’ primary sch., Oxford ; (2) 
extensions at Gosford Hill sec. sch., Kidling- 
ton; (3) second instalment of North Oxford- 
shire tech. coll., Banbury. County A. 
*;Southampton CB.—Conversion of former 
Seamen’s Mission, Albert-rd., for use of Tech- 
nical College. Boro’ A. Tenders by Jan. 14. 
Surrey CC.—School meals accommodation 
at Merton and Morden, Morden Farm CP 
and sec. schools. County A. é ‘ 
*+Surrey CC.—Clinic, Pollards Hill, Mitcham. 
County A, Kingston. 
*+Surrey CC.—New sch., Tollers-la., Couls- 
don. County A, Kingston. 


DECEMBER 13. 
*Bristol City C.—Dining-room, etc., St. 
George grammar sch. and minor_ extensions, 
Southville prim. sch. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 


each. 
DECEMBER 14. 

*+Droitwich BC.—Two shops, 4 flats and 5 
bungalows at Charles Henry-rd.; 4 bungalows 
at Vines-la. BE&S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*;East Anglian Reg. Hosp. Board.—Applica- 
tions invited for inclusion on approved lists for 
hospital building works in East Anglian Region. 
Architect to the Board, 33, Parkside, Cambridge. 

*tEssex CC.—Ercction of Colchester Pretty- 
gate jun. sch. County A. Est. cost £47,000. 

*+Essex CC.—Internal decorations at Stan- 
ford-le-Hope junior mixed and infants’ schools 
and kitchen blocks. County A. 


DECEMBER 16. 

“Bristol City C.—Administration block, 
College of Technology, Ashley Down. City A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tBuckinghamshire Water Bd.—New offices, 
Aylesbury. R. C. White (F), 4, Temple-sq., 
Aylesbury. Dep. £5. Tenders by January 24. 

*tEssex CC.—Stage 2 extensions at Dagen- 
ham Kingswood sec. sch. County A. Est. cost 
£43,000. 


tNorth-West Metropolitan Regional Hospi- 
tal Bd.—Inclusion of contractors able to carry 
out works exceeding £1m. in value in selected 
list of tenderers for proposed Welwyn-Hatfield 
New hospital, The Howlands, Hatfield Hyde, 
Herts. Regional A, Sheffield-st., WC2. 

*tSomerset CC.—Fixed price tender for 
erection of Taunton Municipal College, Phase 
1. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 


P DECEMBER 17. ; 
tNorthants CC.—Fixed-price tender for 
erection of infants’ sch. and extensions to 
modern sch., Brackley. County A. 


: _ DECEMBER 18. 
Bath City C.—Conversion into flats of 4, 


Oxford-row. J. F. Bevan Jones, Surveyor of 
Corporate Property. Dep. £2 2s. : 
*;Bristol EC.—Prim. sch., Stockwood. City 


A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Hambledon RDC.—18 bungalows at ‘ Eden- 
croft’ site, Station-rd., Bramley, and four 
bungalows at Greenhanger estate, Churt. E&S. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
*+Wandsworth BC. 
flats at Rosehill-rd. TC. 
*+Wandsworth BC.—47 dwellings at Saxby- 
st., Brixton Hill. TC. 


DECEMBER 19. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne City C.—Repairs depot 
at Kenton North housing estate. City A. 

DECEMBER 20. 

*+Melton Mowbray.—Village hall, Waltham- 
on-the-Wolds. Hon. Sec. 

*+Northampton CB.—Fixed-price tender for 
erection of Kingsthorpe sec. mod. sch. for girls, 
Welford-rd. H. A. Skerrett, Chief Ed. Officer, 
* Springfield,’ Cliftonville, Northampton. 

DECEMBER 21. 

*Berks. CC.—Lavatory extension at Lower 
Sandhurst CP sch. E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 
Lynton House, 7-12, Tavistock-sq., London, 
WCl1. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Mitcham BC.—12 garages, rent office and 
store at Preston Hawe estate, Tadworth. BE&S. 
Tenders by January 11. 


DECEMBER 23. 

*Reading CBC.—113 garages. Boro’ A. 

*Sunderland CB. — Six shops and_ flats, 
Galashiels-rd., and four at Gerrard-rd., Grindon 
Village estate—Supply, and laying of (a) thermo- 
plastic tile flooring; {b) terrazzo precast tile 
flooring, skirtings and stairs. Boro’ A. Dep. 
£2 2s, 


Ihree-storey block of 12 
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*Woking UDC.—Site works for Civil 


Defence centre. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 28. 

*York City C.—(a) 106 dwellings at Hamilton- 
dr., Acomb; (b) family group home adjoining 
above. City A. Dep. £3 and £1 respectively or 
£3 collectively. 

DECEMBER 30. 

*Mid-Wales Police Authority.—Police house, 
office and garage with site works at Caersws. 
P. E. White, Clerk to the Authority, County 
Offices, Welshpool. 

*Salford City C.—Two classrooms and a 
physiotherapy block at Claremont Open-Air 
sch., Park-la. City E&S. Dep. £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

**+Hants CC.—Erection of: Basingstoke Tech- 
nical College (phase 1): Havant county grammar 
school; Eastleigh Technical College. C, The 
Castle, Winchester. 

JANUARY 2. 
*Middleton BC.—Extension at public library. 


BS 
JANUARY 6. 
*Southend-on-Sea CB.—First instalment of 
Municipal College buildings, Victoria-ave. 


Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
: JANUARY 13. 
*Middlesbrough CBC.—121 maisonettes and 
10 houses. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 
we JANUARY 20. 
*Gillingham BC.—76 dwellings at Twydall 
estate, Gillingham. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 
DECEMBER 11. 

*+Bristol City C.—Heating and_ electrical 
works at College of Technology, Ashley Down. 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

DECEMBER 14. 

Salop CC.—Road materials. 

DECEMBER 16. 
Merioneth CC.—Road materials. 


DECEMBER 21. 





County S. 


County S. 


Portsmouth City C.—Building and road 
materials supplies section. City Treasurer's 
Dept. 

DECEMBER 30. 
Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Road materials. 


County S, Sleaford. 


JANUARY 1. 
Lambeth MBC.—Building and road materials. 


Boro’ E. 
JANUARY 4. 


P East Suffolk CC.—Road materials. County 
‘Romford BC.—Road materials. Boro’ E. 
JANUARY 8. 

Lindsey CC.—Road materials. County S, 


Lincoln. 
NO DATE. 
Hampshire CC.—Building and road materials. 
County §S 


MUNICIPAL AND 


ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 17. 
Fylde RDC.—Sewage disposal works at Wrea 


CIVIL 


Green. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 
DECEMBER 18. — 
Blackburn and _ Preston RDCs.—Mellor 


sewerage.—Fixed price tenders for 2,500 yd. of 
12 in., 9 in. and 6 in. dia. concrete and earthen- 
ware pipe sewers, with manholes, etc., 1,300 yd. 
of 4 in. rising main and small pumping station. 
Arnold Brooksbank & Son, constg. engrs., 48, 
Sundridge-rd., Bradford. Dep. £3 3s. 

Hemel Hempstead BC.—3,600 sq. yd. ruc. 
carriageway, 300 sq. yd. new macadam 
carriageway, 800 sq. yd. regraded carriageway, 
1,500 lin. yd. of S.W. sewers and 800 lin. yd. 
of foul sewers at Highfield. Boro’ E. 

Walton and Weybridge UDC.—1,950 lin. yd. 
of 15 in. to 21 in. dia. C.I. pipe with brick 
manholes, etc. Ambleside-ave. to Weylands 
sewage works, Walton-on-Thames. E&S. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—Site Acgutsition.—The LCC 
proposes the acquisition by compulsory purchase 
of two adjoining sites in the neighbourhood of 
Reddins-rd., Peckham, to the north-west of the 
bombed Reddins-rd. school. The total area of 
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the land available for housing purposes is 3.62 
acres and it is estimated that 137 dwellings can 
be erected thereon. 

Chelsea.—Stores BUILDING.—A new stores 
building is proposed at 171-5, Draycott-ave. and 
84-86, Sloane-ave., SW3, by A. M. B. Rosco, 
45, Rugby-rd., NW9. 

Hammersmith.—Suops, OFFICES AND DWELL- 
INGS.—It is proposed to redevelop the site of 
the ‘ Plough and Harrow’ public house, 122, 
King-st., W6, by a three-storey building with 
two shop fronts, offices on the first floor and 
residential accommodation above. The archi- 
tects for the scheme are J. Seymour Harris & 
Ptnrs. (F/A), 3-4, Greenfield-cres., Five Ways, 
Birmingham, 15 

Hammersmith. — Orrices. — Jack Godfrey- 
Gilbert (A), 1, Garden-mews, Linden-gdns., 
Bayswater-rd., W2, is the architect for a new 
office building at 396, Goldhawk-rd., W6. 

Islington.—WarEHOUSE.—Ronald Ward & 
Ptnrs. (F/A/A), 29, Chesham-place, Belgrave- 
sq., SWI, are the architects for the redevelop- 
ment of the site of 7-17, Goswell-rd., EC1, by 
a warehouse and ancillary buildings for Seigals, 
Ltd. The quantity surveyors are A. E. 
Thornton-Firkin & Ptnrs., 17, Fitzhardinge-st., 
Portman-sq., W1. 

Kensington.—Factory ExTENSION.—The de- 
molition of old houses at 282-294, Latimer-rd., 
WI10, and the erection of a factory extension on 
the site is proposed. The architects for the 
scheme are Robert Matthew & Johnson- 
Marshall (F/A), 24, Park-sq. East, Regent’s 
Park, NWI. 

Kensington.—FLats AND Orrices.—George 
Messervy (A), 4, Broadway, W6, is the architect 
for a block of flats and offices at 380-386, 
Kensington High-st. 

Kensington.—FLats AND SHops.—Pepper, 
Angliss & Yarwood, estate agents, 28, St. 
George-st., Hanover-sq., W1, propose the erec- 
tion of two floors of flats above shops at 1-9 
(odd), Pelham-st. and 40-48, Thurloe-st., SW7. 

Lambeth.—Site AcQuisitTioN.—The LCC 
Housing Com. proposes the acquisition by com- 
pulsory purchase of a site of three acres at 
Upper Tulse Hill, partly in Lambeth and partly 
in Wandsworth, adjoining St. Martin’s estate, 
for development in conjunction with other land 
in the Council’s ownership. A total area of 
15 acres will be available, on which 290 dwell- 
ings can be provided. 

St. Marylebone.—SHOwROOMS AND OFFICES. 
—It is proposed to redevelop the sites of 58-59, 
Newman-st., 60-62, Newman-st. and 18-20, 
Berners-mews, W1, by new buildings with base- 
ment storage, showrooms, offices and stock- 
rooms. The architects are Slater & Uren (F/F), 
5, Gower-st., WC1. 

Stepney. — Site Acquisition. —The LCC 
Housing Com. proposes to acquire by agree- 
ment a site of 0.33 acre at Christian-st., which 
it is proposed to redevelop, in conjunction with 
adjoining land already in the Council’s 
Possession, as an extension to Berner estate pro- 
viding 22 dwellings. 

Surbiton.—Bank.—Ronald Ward & Ptnrs. 
(F/A/A), 29, Chesham-place, Belgrave-sq., 
SWI, are the architects for alterations to bank 
premises at 18, The Broadway, Tolworth, 
Surrey, for Barclays Bank, Ltd. The quantity 
surveyors are Robinson & Roods, 27, Old 
Gloucester-st., WC1. 

West Ham.—Nurse TEACHING Unit.—The 
North East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board proposes to convert existing buildings at 
Forest Gate hospital to form a new nurse teach- 
ing unit for the West Ham Group of Hospitals. 
The estimated cost of building and engineering 
work is £12,200. The Board’s architect is W. G. 
Plant (A), 3, Queen Anne-st., W1. 

Wimbledon.—CotteGce ExTenstons.—Hudson 
& Hammond, 5, Victoria-st., SW1, are the 
architects for extensions to Wimbledon College, 
Edge Hill, SW19, for the Goverrors. 

Wimbledon.—Houses. — David French & 
Ptnrs., Ltd., propose the erection of houses on 
the site of 15, Cottenham Park-rd., SW20. 
Agents: Richards & Co. 


(PROVINCIAL) 

Alnwick.—UDC has decided to go forward 
with new sewerage scheme, £100,000 est. S: 
G. Beaty, MIMunE. 

— to build 20 houses at Light- 
cliffe. 

Bradford.—TC approved plans for new baths 
establishment at Harrogate-rd., £375,000 est. 


Crawley.—New sec. mod. sch. proposed at 
Tilgate, £240,483 est. ) 

Sheffield.—United Sheffield Hospitals Board 
Proposes new casualty dept. at Royal Hospital, 
£120,000 est. A: Adams, Holden & Pearson 
(FF/A), 38, Gordon-sq., WC1.—G. G. Pace 
(F), 18, Clifton Green, York, is A for exten- 
sions at Sheffield Cathedral, £200,000 est. 

Weymouth.—Anthony Avenell (A), Ellerslie- 
chbrs., Hinton-rd., Bournemouth, is A _ for 
office block at Town Bridge for Bedford 
Properties (Bournemouth), Ltd. 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 
Denotes provisionally accepted. 
Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments, 
Blyth.—35 houses at Patterdale-rd., for TC. 
Boro E: D. W. Foster: *Direct labour. 
Bradford.—New sports pavilion at Woodhall- 
la. playing fields for TC. *Thomas Obank & 
Sons, Ltd., Bradford. £18,200. ; 
Canterbury.—Grammar school, Nackington- 
rd. City A: John L. Berbiers (A), AMIPI. 
QS: Widnell & Trollope. *Peak Construction 
Co., Ltd., Knight-rd., Strood, Rochester, Kent. 
£186,542. 
Cheltenham.—Showrooms for Sharpe & 
Fisher, Ltd., at Pittville-st. A: Rainger, Rogers 
& Smithson (F/F/A), Glenmore Lodge, Wel- 
lington-sq. QS: J. Major, ARICS, 21, Imperial- 
sq., Cheltenham, Glos. Richard Costain, 
Ltd., £46,222; William Moss & _ Son, 
Ltd., £44,827; F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., 
£44,207; C. Pether & Sons, Ltd., £44,106; 
Holborow & Sons, Ltd., £41,778; Wheeler & 
Mansell, Ltd., £41,668; Cavendish House 
(Contractors), Ltd., £41,567; T. J. Tresnam 
& Son, Ltd., £41,332; W. J. B. Halls, Ltd., 
£40,451; Gorton & Shapcott, Ltd., £40,364; 
W. J. Sims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., £39,657; 
Ford & Weston, Ltd., £39,249; Espley & Co., 
Ltd., £38,489; C. H. Stidworthy, Ltd., £37,932; 
Herbert W. Tily & Son, Ltd., £37,873; F. & 
B. B. Griffiths, Ltd., £37,640; *Costelloe & 
Kemple, Ltd., Cheltenham, £37,309. 


Bantt—+ * 








“PINCHIN © 


JOHNSON 
tor 


HEAD OFFICE: 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 


LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: TRAfalgar 5600 


Principal Branches and Stock Depots : 


BELFAST ae Belfast 58643 
BIRMINGHAM, 1 Midland 1042-3-4 
BOOTLE, 20 ... Liverpool, Bootle 2121 
BRIGHTON, 1 ... Brighton 23739 
BRISTOL, 8... Bristol 33889 
GLASGOW, C.2 Douglas 3281-2 
LEEDS, 11 ae Leeds 24377 
MANCHESTER, 3 Blackfriars 3800 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 1 Newcastle-on-Tyne 21919 
SOUTHAMPTON Southampton 23648 


ESTABLISHED 1834 








THE BUILDER December 6 1957, 


Dover.—22 houses at Aycliffe estate for 1¢ 
*G. Lewis & Sons (Dover), Ltd. £35.25), “ 

Dudiey.—New office block at Netherton, fy, 
Danks of Netherton, Ltd. *Sir Alfred McAlpine 
& Sons, Ltd., Hooton-rd., Wirral. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Works, for UDCc: 0 
houses at Mill-la., £70,784; 36 houses at Rej 
House Farm, £42,120; and 70 houses at Camp. 
bell Park estate, £97,566. S: R. C. Bestoy, 
*Direct labour. 

Ilford.—21 flats at Madras-rd., for BC, Borg’ 
E&S: H. J. Mulder, AMICE, MIMuk 
ARICS. QS: W. W. Green & Prinrs. *0, 4 
Moody & Co., Ltd., 178 Brentwood-rd., Rom. 
ford. £32,370. 

Ilford.—8 old persons’ flats and 6 houses gt 
Horns-rd. estate, for BC. Boro’ E&S: Hj 
Mulder, AMICE, MIMunE, ARICS. *Jenner 
(Builders), Ltd., Woodford Bridge, Egsey, 
£26,422. 

Liverpool.—160 maisonettes in two multi. 
storey blocks, 50 tenants’ stores, community 
hall with committee room, offices, etc., includ. 
ing all site works at Everton-terr. for City ¢, 
tGeorge Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith. 
gr., W6. £467,884. _ 

Liverpool.—Extensions to premises at 124 
Richmond-row, for J. G. Nicholls (1935), Ltd, 
*John McGeoch & Sons, Lid., Arbourla, 
Kirkby Trading Estate, Liverpool.—Erection of 
new premises and rebuilding of existing a 
69/85 Lord-st., for British Home Stores, Ltd, 
*H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., London.—Exten 
sions at St. Edward’s College, Sandfield Park, 
for Board of Governors. *C. J. Doyle & Son, 
Ltd., Mount Pleasant, Liverpool. 

GLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of con. 
tracts over £1,000 in value: Fife: Erection of 
fencing, J. R. & A. Adam, Ltd., 35, North-st,, 
Lochgelly, Fife; asphalting roofs, H. V. Smith 
& Co., Ltd., 66, Hanover-st., Edinburgh, 2; 
cable trenching, Wm. Dale & Son, Lid, 7, 
Aberdeen-rd., Dunfermline; floor and wall 
tiling, J. R. & A. Adam, Ltd., 35, North-st, 
Lochgelly, Fife. Co. Durham: Renewal of 
timber decking, Eagre Construction Co., Lid, 
East Common-la., Scunthorpe, Lincs. ; intemal 
painting, Modern Decorations (Horsforth), 
Ltd., Stanhope-dr., Horsforth, Yorks. Hants: 
Building work, Warings (Contractors), Ltd, 
London-rd., Hilsea,. Portsmouth, Hants; 
hangar lining, Jenkins & Sons, Ltd., Laverton 
hse., 4, Millbrook-rd., Southampton, Hants. 
building work, Hawkins Bros. (Gosport), Ltd, 
Westfield-rd., Gosport, Hants. Dorset: Trane 
port, G. & G. F. Maidment, Ltd., Cranbrook. 
rd., Parkstone, Poole, Dorset. Warwickshire: 
Repair work and concrete flooring, H. Clark & 
Sons, Ltd., Coronation-rd., Coventry. Cheshire: 
Building work, J. Sargent & Sons, 117-119, 

tk-la., Liverpool, 17. Carmarthenshire: 
Building work, J. & J. Zammit, Ltd., Copper- 
works, Llanelly, Carms. Monmouthshire: Root 
sheeting, John Bland & Co., Ltd., East Moors, 
Cardiff. Devon: Thermal insulation, Tumers 
Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, 
Manchester, 17; dense tar surfacing, W. & J. 
Glossop, Ltd., Pinhoe Trading Estate, Exhibi- 
tion Way, Exeter; painting work, Perrings 
(Decorators), 8a, Victoria-st., Dartmouth; con 
struction of hardcore bases and tarmacadain 
paving, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., Pinhoe Haws 
Estate, Exhibition Way, Exeter; _ electri 
maintenance, R. C. Pillar & Son, Ltd., Anzac 
st., Dartmouth. 

London (Air Ministry)—New works con 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
November 29:— 

Building work: Welford, Berks, Holborow 
Construction, d.. Cirencester, me 
Boscombe Down, Wilts., Downing, Rudman 
Bent, Ltd., Chippenham, Wilts.; Alconbury, 
Hunts., Robert Marriott, Ltd., Midland bro 
Rushden, Northants. Painting work: No 
Weald, Essex, and Biggin Hill, Kent (two “ 
tracts), P. J. Hartel (Southert), Ltd. 7 
Montague-st., WC1; Herts. and Cambs., J. 
B. Abbott (Contractors), Ltd., Sherbourne-hse. 
Northolt-rd., Harrow, Middlesex; Acklington, 
Northumberland, Smiths Decorators > 
castle), Ltd., 135/137, Stanhope-st., Newcastle 
on-Tyne; Middleton St. George, Co. Durham, 
A. Hector Grabham, Ltd., 21, Blandford-st. 
Sunderland; Ouston, Northumberland, Rei 


Bros., Durranhill Industrial Estate, Durranhill 
rd., Carlisle, Cumberland ; Wroughton, le 
Ian Williams & Co., Ltd., Wroughton-pl., 4 
Cardiff. Artificers’ work: Colerne, Wilts. F: 
Rendell & Sons, Ltd., 11/12, St. John-st., 
Devizes, Wilts. Heating and ventilating: Lincs, 
Rutland, Yorks. and Warwicks., The 
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chine Construction Co., Ltd., Woodbank 
Works, Stockport, Ches. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let by 
London Midland Region: Martin Peyton & 
Co, Ltd., Newborough-hse., Newborough-rd., 
Shirley, Solihull, Warwicks, for renewal of wall 
and sheeting to south side, melting 


pte building, Loco. Works, Crewe.—L. 
Fairclough, Ltd., 3, Chapel-st., Adlington, 


Lancs, for renewal of bridges, Nos. la, 3, 12, 

15, 16, 17, 23, 26, 30, 33/7, 33/5 and 33/57-59. 
Wellerman Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3, 
for repair to brickwork at Grindleford end and 
shafts Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, Totley tunnel between 
Grindleford and Dore and_ Totley.—Kyle 
Stewart, Ltd., 3: Kilburn High-rd., NWI, 
for accommodation for Police Dept., Euston 
station—Marple & Gillott, Ltd., Arnold Works, 
stevenson-rd., Sheffield, 9, for removal of 
redundant track and level crossing gates, Mar- 
ston branches Nos. 1 and 3 Northwick.— 
Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Chapel-st., Adling- 
ton, Lancs, for mew roofing over sleeper 
tippler, Ditton sleeper depot.—Cellactite & 
British Uralite, Ltd., Cellactite-hse., Whitehall- 
pl, Gravesend, Kent, for roof sheeting renewal 
of roof cover over platforms Nos. 2, 3 and 4, 
Bolton (Trinity-st.,) passenger  station.—A. 
Monk & Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warrington, for 
improved stores, Office accommodation and 
amenities, carriage depot, Colne. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts _ re- 
cently placed by Southern Region: Shortlands- 
Swanley: Realigning and quadrupling of 
tracks, George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., W6.— 
Salisbury: New combined stationery store and 
ancillary works, George Wimpey & Co., Ltd.— 
Grove Park: New carriage cleaning shed, 
cartiage washing plant, footbridge, sidings and 
ancillary works, Taylor Woodrow Construction, 
Ltd., Southall, Middx.—Selhurst: New inspec- 
tion and repair shed, stores, offices and ancillary 
buildings for electric rolling stock, Taylor 
Woodrow Construction, Ltd.—Clapham Junc- 
tion: Reconstruction of Battersea Rise bridge, 


Leonard Fairclough, Ltd.. NW5.—West Nor- 
wood: Reconstruction of York Hill bridge, 
Leonard Fairclough, Ltd.—Newhaven  Har- 


bour: New warehouse, Oxley & Bennett, Ltd., 
Newhaven, Sussex.—London Bridge to South 
Bermondsey: Repairs to viaducts, Sydney 
Anthill & Co.. SE13.—Angerstein Works: 
Installation of central heating and hot and cold 
water services, J. Jeffreys & Co., Ltd., SE1.— 
Clandon: New car park, W. H. Gaze & Sons, 
Ltd, SW1S.—Woking District: Cleaning, 
painting and tarring of bridges, C. & 
Painters, Ltd., NWO. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 


by Eastern Region:—W. & C. French, Ltd., 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex, Manufacture and 
delivery of precast prestressed concrete deck 


slabs and precast r.c. beams for extension to 
liford electric train depot.—George Simpson & 
Co. Ltd., 166, Broombhall-st., Sheffield 3, 
Yorks, Supply, delivery and installation of 
new pipework in connection with renewal of 
hot water washout mains at Doncaster Carr 
motive power depot.—Herbert Morris, Ltd., 

Box No. 7, Loughborough, Leics., 

Supply and delivery of one Morris M.120 slew- 
ing mobile crane for Stores Department, Don- 
caster.—Thomas Fletcher & Co., Ltd., Forest- 
td, Mansfield, Notts, Construction of roadway 
and reconstruction of superstructure and S.W. 
wing wall of underline bridge No. 30 between 
Clowne and Barlborough and Elmton and 
Creswell. 

London (British Railways).—Recent contracts 
placed by North Eastern Region:—One 3-ton 
non-slewing mobile crane (Chief Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineer’s Dept.), Chamberlain 
Industries, Ltd., Leyton.—Hexham: Provision 
of toilets and salt store, T. D. Bird & Co. 
(Hexham), Ltd... Hexham.—York old station 
buildings: prefabricated timber building, 
Stephenson Developments (Huddersfield). Ltd., 
Huddersfield —Hull Springhead motive power 
crak: roof repairs, Robinson & Sawdon, Ltd., 
ull. 


London CC.—Contracts recently placed by 
Council :—Extension to Coombe Hall boarding 
special school, Sussex, *F. W. Honour & Sons. 
td, East Grinstead. £13,527. Replacement of 
a8 water heaters at the following housing 
states: Provost, Shoreditch, Kennaway, Stoke 
Newington, Barnsbury. Islington and Ossulston, 
t. Pancras, *North Thames Gas Board, West- 
minster, £11,058. Manufacture, supply. deliv- 
fy, testing and maintenance of 50 electric pas- 
S“nger lifts for installation at various housing 


estates, *The Express Lift Co., Ltd., Northamp- 
ton. £114,298. 

London CC.—15 one-room flats at Elming- 
ton estate (Picton-st. site), Peckham. *John 
Laing & Son, Ltd. £29,200 (extension of 
contract). 

London CC.—Construction at Glaucus-st. 
site, Poplar, of 36 maisonettes in three four- 
storey blocks and nine flats in one three- 
storey block, together with 22 tenants’ stores. 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. .. -- £11240 


Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 109,992 
Token Construction Co., Ltd. 109,499 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. re 108.850 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. 107,692 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. x4 105,583 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd. 105,471 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 103,343 
Tersons, Ltd. = oe me 100,921 
*J. & J. Dean (Contracts), Ltd. 

Leyton 100,343 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £109,800. 

London CC.—Modernisation of B_ block, 
Brockle Bank. Tenders on basis A provide for 
contract to contain fluctuation clause for rates 
of wages and cost of materials and on basis B 
for rates of wages only. 


Basis £ 
Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd. .. A 41,814 
Triggs & Co., Ltd. Pe He B 38,131 
Siggs & Chapman, Ltd. A 37,800 
S. C. Grover, Ltd. xe A A 37,154 
‘ 5 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd. md {% peo 
Howard & Co. .. es .- A 37,086 
*William Blood, Ltd., Lambeth A 36,950 


Architect’s comparable estimate on basis A 
is £37,086. 

(London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ended November 23:—Angus (Forfar): Head 
Post Office, Dundee, internal cleaning and 
painting, McClean & Stewart, 50, Victoria-rd., 
Dundee. Cheshire: Post office telephone ex- 
change, Palm-gr., Birkenhead, extensions and 
alterations to section stock store, Cartwright 
Bros. (Little Sutton), Ltd., Little Sutton, Wirral. 
Devonshire: Post office and telephone ex- 
change, Ivybridge, reinstatement after dry rot, 


Blight & Scoble, Ltd., Costly-st., Ivybridge. 
Hampshire: Rownhams, nr. Southampton, 
erection of unattended automatic exchange, 
Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd., 151, Romsey-rd., 
Shirley, Southampton; telephone exchange, 
Park-rd., Portsmouth, new roads and extension 
works, Southern Counties Construction Co., 
Ltd.. 204, London-rd., Waterlooville, Ports- 
mouth. Lancashire: Chapel-st., Leigh, erection 


of telephone exchange and garage, John Dickin- 
son & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., Fairclough-st., 
Bolton, Lancs.;: Ministry of Pensions and 
National Insurance, Warbreck-hill, Blackpool, 
internal decorations, A. Pugh & Co., Ltd., 236, 
Bolton-rd., Salford, 6. Leicestershire: Post 
office engineering stores, Selbourne-st., Lough- 
borough, adaptations to form garages and stores, 
Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Queens-rd., Lough- 
borough. London: New Government Build- 
ings,Whitehall-gdns., SW1, Citadel No. I1—new 
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soffit linings to corridors and removal of exist- 
ing wall linings and decoration, Howe & White, 
Ltd., 35, Manor-rd., Wallington, Surrey; Royal 
Courts of Justice, WC2, modernisation of cater- 
ing facilities, Griggs & Son, Ltd., 56, Victoria- 
st., SWI. Midlothian: Joint office building, 
Broomhouse-dr., Edinburgh, internal redecora- 
tion and cleaning, N. Nicholson & Co., 12, 
Whytehouse-ave., Kirkcaldy; Ministry of 
Works, 122, George-st., Edinburgh, internal 
redecoration, T. C. Watson, 125, Gilmore-pl., 
Edinburgh. Staffordshire: Ministry of Supply 
storage depot, Featherstone, re-felting roofs, 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., 189, Hagley- 
rd., Birmingham 16. 

(London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed for week ended November 22:—Berk- 
shire: Painting, Decorative Painting Contrac- 
tors, Ltd.; Middlesex; building, Kirk & Kirk, 
Ltd., London. Devonshire: Building, Carkeek 
& Sons, Ltd., Plymouth. Glamorganshire: 
Painting and decorating, J. H. Woodward (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Leamington Spa. Hampshire: 
Rain gutters, R. C. Radford, Farnham. Kent: 
Drain repairs, Richard Costain, Ltd., London, 
London: Chain link fencing, Boulton & Paul, 
Ltd., Norwich. Oxfordshire: Heating and venti- 
lating, Maddock & Wright, Ltd., Leicester. 
Pembrokeshire: Water tank, R. S. Hayes (Pem- 
broke Dock), Ltd., Pembroke Dock. Renfrew- 
shire: Miscellaneous, John Woodrow & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Bridge of Weir. Wiltshire: 
Miscellaneous, F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., Devizes. 
Yorkshire: Electrical, Crompton Parkinson, 
Ltd., Chelmsford ; demolition, Charles Griffiths, 
Ltd.. Barking; building, W. Thompson (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Northallerton. 

Manchester.—Extensions to Exhibition Hall 
at Belle Vue, for Belle Vue (Manchester), Ltd. 
oo & Forster, Ltd., Thames Works, Bark- 
ing, Essex. 

Manchester.—Six additional flats at Hall-la., 
Baguley Hall, for City C. *J. H. Smith (Hale), 
Ltd., Altrincham (extension of contract). 

Middlesbrough.—Foundation work and r.c. 
frame for new offices at Albert-rd., for Leeds 
Permanent Building Socy. A: Elsworth Sykes 
& Ptnrs. (A/L), Ruskin-chbrs., Scala-la., Hull. 
*Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Lower Marsh, 
London. 

Morecambe.—New casino at West End Plea- 
sure Park, for Morecambe Pleasure Park, Ltd. 
*A. Monk & Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warrington. 

Morpeth.—Improvements to 18 retired 
miners’ cottages, for Northumberland Aged 
Mineworkers’ Homes Assn. A: W. Dixon & 
Son, 1 Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
*H. Conway, Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
£11,320. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—120 luxury flats at 
Montagu-ave.. Newcastle. Cussins (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth. £800,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Construction of platers’ 
bays and assembly bays at Fisher-st., for Swan, 
Hunter & Wigham Richardson, Ltd., _ ship- 
builders. Constg. engrs.: T. F. Burns & Ptnrs., 
3 Ellison-pl., Newcastle. 

Foundations, *Demolition & Construction Co., 
Ltd., Queen-st., Newcastle. 

Steelwork, *Vickers Armstrong, Ltd., Heb- 
burn. 

Cladding and roofing, *Freeman, Morrison, 
Ltd., Nixon-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New Rutherford Col- 
lege of Technology (Stage 4), for EC. City A: 
G. Kenyon, 18 Cloth Market, Newcastle. QS: 
J. P. Allen & Hill, 18 Tankerville-terr., New- 
castle. *Leslie & Co., 80 Woodland-rd., Darl- 
ington. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New Kenton county 
sec, mod, schools, for EC. A: Spence & Price 
(A/A), 26 St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 
Connell & Son, 25 New Bridge-st., Newcastle; 
structural consultants: L. G. Mouchel & Ptnrs., 
24 Claremont-rd., Newcastle: lighting consult- 
ants: Cairns & Byles, 8 Osborne-rd., New- 
castle. *Coseley Civil Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Lanesfield, Wolverhampton. £319,139. 

Newcastle - on - Tyne. — Reconstruction of 
optician’s premises at New Bridge-st. for 
Cyril Rowe, Ltd. *J. White, Team Valley 
Trading Estate, Gateshead.—Works for City 
C.: 35 flats at Fairway Estate. *T. Armstrong 
16, Robson-st., Newcastle. 156 flats at Wharrier- 
st. *W. Leech (Builders), Ltd., Clayton-st., 


Newcastle; 12 houses at Walker. *J. Twining 
Cockermouth. 


North Shields.—Large factory extension, for 
Formica, Ltd, *John Laing & Sons, Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle. 
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Rochdale.—118 houses and 9 garages at & Sons, Ltd., Higher Swan-la., Bolton (subject South Shields.—Additional operating suite at 
Shawclough estate, for TC. *William Townson to Ministry approval). —New St. Joseph’s RC South Shields general hospital for Newcastle 
sec. sch. *Kenyon Construction Co., Ltd., 9 Regional Hospital Bd. A: S. W. Milbum & 

Lime Bank-st., Manchester. £145,550. Ptnrs. (F/F), 9, Esplanade, Sunderland, Og: 

Rotherham.—Erection of new premises at Thos Barrett, Sons & Ptnrs., 17, Brunswick-pl, 
Eastwood, for YMCA. *M. J. Gleeson (Con- Newcastle upon Tyne, 1. *Geo. H. Plemper, 
tractors), Ltd., 822 Chesterfield-rd., Sheffield. Ltd., Sunderland, £28,555. 

Salford.—72 dwellings at Sandy-la., for Staveley.—116 houses at Inkersall Green 
Trustees of Booths Charities. *E. Walton & estate, for UDC. E&S: Douglas J. H. Strange, 
Co., Ltd., Clarendon-rd., Salford. £82,670. MIMunE. *Dernie & Bell, Sons & Co, Ltd, 

Salford.—705 flats, six ‘shops and six maison-  Kilton-cres., Worksop, Notts. £180,555, (Work 
ettes at Lower Kersal housing site for City C. commenced.) 

A. Cruickshank & Seward (F), 196, Deansgate, Truro.—24 traditional dwellings at Malabar 
Manchester, 3. estate, for City C. City E&S: S. J. O'Farrell, 
J. Gerrard & Sons. Ltd., Swinton £1,690.000. MIMunE. QS: W. Bond, Fosier & Pinrs,, 


Direct labour £1,618,211. 9 Sydar-st., Truro. 
Salford.—R.c. frames for blocks of multi- E. Jewell 
storey flats at Lower Kersal housing site for John Garrett & Son, Ltd. 
Trethowan (Builders), Ltd. 


City 


No. 3 “A” type blocks. F. W. Hunt .. na : 

*Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., G. E. Wallis & Sons, ‘Ltd. a i 
London .. .. £255,890 *G, E. Wallis & Sons. Ltd., 25 Bos- 

No. 6 “ B” type blocks. cawen-st., Truro (revised tender) .. 35,739 


*Fram_ Reinforced Concrete Co., Westminster.—Five-storey block of 40 flats 


Ltd., Manchester. . w% .. £212,274 with shop and basement garage at 35, Bucki 
iG UJ ; L D F 3 S No. 3 “ C” type blocks. ham-gate, SWI. A: E. A. Stone, Toms & 
*Matthews & Mumby, Ltd., Denton £219,250 Ptnrs. (F), 28, South Audley-st.. WI. Conse 


(Subject to approval of MH&LG.) ; engr.: R. D. Ward, AMIStructE, QS: 


Salford.—-Painting and decorating work in Garden, Pool & Ptnrs. *Wates, Lid 
BUILDERS IN THE connection with Lower Kersal housing scheme. geste gil ng web 


THERN COUNTIES *J. Ferguson & Co. (Decorators), Ltd., Salford. sch., Badsey, nr. Evesham. for CC. Count 
SOU £34,164 (subject to approval of MH&LG), cL. Cc. Lomas (F), 14, Castle-st., Worn 


Salford.—Improvements to 36 houses at « ‘ = nat Sager 
REGION Linsley-st. and Hopwood-st. for City C. 2 — ee, Se. High-s. Pershore, 


ss . *Direct labour. £16,557. Worcestershire—New County Librar 

You should Jas. this truly Sheffield.—New laboratories at Northumber- quarters, for CC.  *Spicers (Builders, tat 

representative organisation land-ave., for British Glass Industry Research Ombersley-rd., Worcester. £3,618: £16491. — 

Assn. *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, St. ¢ 

Mary’s-rd., Garston, Liverpool. 

Subscription: Sheppey.—Steel vertical lifting bridge for 

road and rail traffic over River Swale at Kings- : k d 2 

£6 6 O per annum ferry for Kent CC. Constg. engrs.: Mott, Hay quic. er rying out 
. » & Anderson, 9, Iddesleigh-hse., SW1. *John * 

which includes free monthly issues of the ar & Co., Ltd., 13, Buckingham-gate, so r¥: 1 1) 


Federation Journal. Sittingbourne and Milton.—Public library at Plastering with 


Central-ave. E&S: A. W. Lloyd, AMICE 
MIMunE, Central-ave. QS: Rider, Hunt & 


BRANCHES AT: Ptnrs., 118, High-st., Gillingham. *Bennett & BROAD-AGHESON WALLS 


Bournemouth & Poole Medway Towns Smith, Ltd., 250-256, High-st., Sheerness, Kent. 
Brighton Oxford £10,493 (fixed price tender). BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 
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